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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Strongly supports the conclusion of the negotiations on the Voluntary Partnership 
Agreement (VPA) between the EU and Honduras, which will ensure that only legally 
logged timber is imported into the EU, promote sustainable forest management 
practices and sustainable trade in legally produced timber, and improve forest 
governance, law enforcement (including labour and occupational, health and safety 
obligations), human rights, transparency, accountability and institutional resilience, 
taking into consideration the fact that forests are important for the Honduran economy 
and that the problem of deforestation in the country should be addressed more 
effectively;

2. Highlights that VPAs are part and parcel of the EU’s efforts to achieve the targets set by 
the Paris Agreement and the UN Agenda 2030, notably the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs); invites the Commission and the Member States to fully integrate the 
forest law enforcement, governance and trade (FLEGT) agenda into the new strategic 
framework of the European Green Deal, by encouraging its promotion at global and 
regional level and further strengthening international cooperation between producing 
and importing countries;

3. Welcomes the commitment shown by Honduras and the progress made so far, and is 
aware that the full implementation of the VPA will be a long-term process entailing the 
adoption of a whole batch of legislation to establish the Timber Legality Assurance 
System (TLAS) and to make it operational; stresses that the implementation of the VPA 
depends on the maintenance of strong multi-stakeholder involvement that ensures, 
notably, the meaningful participation of civil society organisations (CSOs) and local 
and indigenous communities in decision-making, and that, in addition, it will require 
sustained political will, as well as the dedication of significant human and financial 
resources to running the TLAS; urges the Commission, therefore, to assist Honduras 
along the whole process of issuing FLEGT licences and to provide the necessary 
technical support to ensure that the TLAS is fully and correctly implemented; recalls, to 
this end, that monitoring, follow-up and assessment arrangements are integral parts of a 
sound and effective agreement; stresses that EU delegations should play a key role in 
overseeing the work of the Honduran authorities in effectively including all the relevant 
stakeholders in the process towards the establishment of a fully operational TLAS and 
the implementation of the VPA; believes that parliamentary oversight of the 
implementation process of the VPA is needed, especially with regard to holding regular 
exchanges of views with the independent auditor appointed by the Honduras-EU Joint 
Implementation Committee;

4. Is concerned that imports of timber products into Honduras are permitted as long as 
they were produced in accordance with the laws of the country where the trees were 
harvested, as it is possible that due diligence standards in those countries may be lower 
and that these products may ultimately be incorporated into goods that are subsequently 
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exported to the EU;

5. Calls on the Commission to allocate substantial funding to accompany the 
implementation of the VPA as part of the next programming period for EU bilateral 
programmes (2021-2027), which should enable the monitoring of progress in 
accordance with clear criteria, time-bound objectives and procedures that enable the 
verification of compliance; calls on the Commission, furthermore, to report periodically 
on the progress of the FLEGT action plan;

6. Expresses its deep concern that according to Global Witness, Honduras remains among 
the deadliest countries in the world for land and environmental defenders; expresses 
concern, particularly for those land defenders from the Black indigenous Garifuna and 
Guapinol communities who have recently been forcibly displaced, criminalised or killed 
in conflicts with powerful conglomerates over land and water; underlines, against this 
background, the importance of ensuring full stakeholder involvement, in particular of 
keeping up the participation of and dialogue with indigenous people, which got off to a 
promising start during the implementation and monitoring phase of the VPA, in order to 
adequately address their needs and foster effective cooperation; in addition, insists upon 
the need to enhance transparency, notably through effective public disclosure of 
information and the timely sharing of documents with local and indigenous people, and 
to provide effective access to judicial and administrative proceedings, including redress 
and remedy;

7. Strongly condemns the criminalisation of environmental activists and defenders by the 
Honduran authorities; calls on the Government of Honduras to put an end to impunity 
for crimes and human rights abuses, to act to stop the recurring attacks against, and 
harassment and intimidation of human rights defenders, trade unionists and indigenous 
communities;

8. Welcomes the fact that the VPA’s definition of legality explicitly refers to the rights of 
Indigenous and Afro-descendant Peoples of Honduras living in forest areas and to the 
principles of free, prior and informed consent (FPIC), which must be obtained as a 
condition of the purchase or use of customary forest lands, in compliance with 
international human rights laws, namely International Labour Organization (ILO) 
Convention N.169 on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples and the standards set out in the 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible 
Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food 
Security;

9. Recalls that access to, use of and control over land has been a major source of social 
conflicts, violence and human rights abuses in Honduras; recalls, in particular, that 
according to the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
approximately 80 % of privately held land in Honduras is either untitled or improperly 
titled, while it may take years to resolve title disputes, owing to the weakness of the 
judicial system; believes, in this context, that the VPA process could contribute to 
clarifying land tenure rights as a question of social justice, including through the 
effective recognition of customary land rights, considering that indigenous communities 
often hold collective ancestral titles to land;
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10. Emphasises that the success of the Agreement will also depend, inter alia, on tackling 
fraud, poor governance at all levels of administration (especially with regard to tackling 
illegal logging and mismanagement of natural resources in the forestry sector and 
timber trade) and corruption at all stages of the timber trade, from harvesting through 
transportation, processing, manufacturing, exporting, importing and selling; calls for the 
EU, to this effect, to strengthen the scope and enforcement of the EU Timber 
Regulation to tackle corruption risks in the EU’s timber supply chain, including through 
more regular and systematic controls and investigations in EU ports; in addition, 
believes that the success of the Agreement equally depends on the creation of a safe and 
enabling environment for the protection of environmental human right defenders and 
whistle-blowers, ensuring effective remedies for human rights violations and combating 
impunity; stresses, in this respect, that the ratification of the Escazú Agreement would 
be an excellent opportunity to expand environmental human rights in Honduras; urges 
the Government of Honduras to take steps in this direction;

11. Calls for the EU to ensure the coherence of the VPA with all of its policies, notably in 
the fields of development, environment, agriculture and trade, while ensuring its 
complementarity with EU commitments to environmental and climate protection.
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