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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The Commission entered into negotiations with Honduras in 2013 and concluded the Voluntary 
Partnership Agreement (VPA) negotiations in June 2018. 

Nearly half of Honduras’ land area is covered by forests. However, the country has lost about 
12.5% of its forest area since 2015 as a result of pest infestation, forest fires, land use change 
and illegal logging. Forests used to make an important contribution to the Honduran economy, 
but its share in the economy, in particular exports, has decreased due to international markets 
becoming more demanding on legality and governance. The VPA has therefore a role to play 
in helping the forest sector regaining the prominence it once had, and providing rural jobs and 
generating income for Hondurans.

Despite the modesty of the volume of timber traded between Honduras and the EU, Honduras 
has seriously engaged in the VPA negotiations as the process has also been perceived as a tool 
to improve the overall governance of the forestry sector and to fight against illegal logging. 
Representatives of the government, civil society, the private sector and indigenous peoples have 
actively participated in negotiations. The Honduras VPA is the only one in the world in which 
indigenous peoples have had their own seat at the negotiation table, allowing them to promote 
issues such as land tenure and rights, and Free, Prior and Informed Consent. 

The VPA process in Honduras is providing opportunities to make legal compliance and law 
enforcement much clearer, as well as to identify overlaps, gaps and contradictions in the current 
legal framework. Land conflicts are a major source of human rights abuses in Honduras and the 
VPA, by bringing together a wide range of stakeholders could also play a role in this regard. It 
should be recognised that Honduras suffers from major governance challenges such as 
corruption, violence, impunity and weak public institutions. If well implemented, the VPA has 
the potential to contribute to secure a broader culture of accountability in the country.  

If the VPA offers great potential, its success will depend on its effective implementation. 
Sustained political backing in Honduras will be needed given the complexity of setting up the 
timber legality assurance system and the need to commit important human and financial means 
to ensure its implementation.  EU assistance should continue to be provided to support the VPA 
implementation as part of the next programming period of the EU bilateral programmes in 
Honduras for the period 2021- 2027. 

******

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the 
committee responsible, to recommend approval of the proposal for a Council decision on the 
conclusion of the Voluntary Partnership Agreement between the European Union and the 
Republic of Honduras on forest law enforcement, governance and trade in timber products to 
the European Union.
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