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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

A. whereas the COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the vulnerability of the global supply 
chain, notably in terms of food and health, and the need to build regional value chains 
and boost regional integration;

1. Welcomes the commitment made by the Commission in its communication of 18 
February 2021 entitled ‘Trade Policy Review – An Open, Sustainable and Assertive 
Trade Policy’ to making its trade policy coherent with its overarching objective of the 
green transformation of the economy, towards a climate-neutral, environmentally 
sustainable, resource-efficient and resilient economy by 2050;

2. Notes that COVID-19 has caused an unprecedented health, economic, social and 
humanitarian crisis on a global scale, with asymmetric effects for least developed 
countries (LDCs), whose high vulnerability is linked to poor economic diversification 
and high dependency on the export of raw materials and which were hit the hardest by 
the trade downturn triggered by the pandemic in a number of sectors, and even more so 
in services, including tourism, as well as for low- and middle-income countries (LICs 
and MICs), and especially for people in poverty or at risk of poverty; is of the opinion 
that, consequently, LDCs, LICs and MICs are more in need of support to revive their 
economies and trade than other countries and that the EU has a responsibility to act as a 
global player; calls for the EU to respect its commitments to developing partner 
countries, to reduce inequalities and to adopt a tailored approach that takes into account 
their particular circumstances;

3. Highlights that the COVID-19 pandemic is a catalyst of change in the global order; calls 
on the Commission to mount an assertive and coordinated international trade policy 
response geared towards a multilateral, resilient and sustainable recovery in developing 
countries; recalls that the EU trade policy and relations with developing countries must 
be based on the fundamental values of the EU and contribute to achieving sustainable 
growth, job creation, the promotion of human rights and the eradication of poverty; calls 
on the Commission to deepen trade relations with the Organisation of African, 
Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS), the Community of Latin American and 
Caribbean States (CELAC) and African countries through an in-depth review of 
economic partnership agreements and the exchange of best practices, while making the 
most of the EU’s Aid for Trade Strategy, with a view to contributing to the fulfilment of 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and their regional integration process and 
to providing sustainable investment opportunities for Africa and thus offering an 
alternative development model; highlights, in this context, the limited progress in terms 
of the economic diversification of developing countries covered by economic 
partnership agreements (EPAs); urges the EU and its Member States to acknowledge 
diverging views on EPAs and to find concrete solutions to respond to African countries’ 
concerns, notably regarding their priority of building regional value chains and boosting 
intra-African trade; strongly welcomes the entry into force of the African Continental 
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Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) as an instrument to actively accompany Africa’s regional, 
economic and political integration and to improve Africa’s access to global markets; 
calls on the Commission and the Member States to foster an initiative at global level on 
debt relief agreements for LDCs;

 4. Welcomes the Commission’s intention to strengthen the enforcement mechanism of 
Trade and Sustainable Development (TSD) chapters and to launch a comprehensive 
early review in 2021 of the 15-point action plan on the effective implementation and 
enforcement of TSD chapters in trade agreements; underlines the need to ensure that no 
provisions in free trade agreements (FTAs) undermine the objectives and standards 
enshrined in the TSD chapters;

5. Recalls that against a backdrop of already-fragile economic conditions, the pandemic 
has had massive consequences for international trade, causing it to plunge and creating 
a plethora of disruptions on an unprecedented scale; believes that, as a lesson learnt 
from the pandemic in Europe in particular, it is indispensable to keep borders open; 
encourages the EU and the Member States to share their experience and assist 
developing countries and regions in countering restrictions on freedom of movement 
and trade and setting up ‘green corridor mechanisms’ to allow as far as possible the free 
and unhindered flow of essential goods (especially medical supplies and personal 
protective equipment) and agri-food products, and access for humanitarian aid in 
emergency situations; stresses the importance of maintaining an open, multilateral 
trading system, in accordance with international environmental and climate change 
commitments, allowing for transparency with regard to trade-related policy intentions 
and actions, and limiting unnecessary trade barriers and export restrictions, and of 
observing UN General Assembly Resolution 74/274 calling for the strengthening of 
supply chains that promote and ensure fair, transparent, equitable, efficient and timely 
access to the medicines, vaccines and medical supplies needed to combat COVID-19, as 
well as of World Health Assembly Resolution 73.1 recognising the role of extensive 
immunisation against COVID-19 as a global public good for health;

6. Invites the Commission to adapt the EU’s trade policy in order to help developing 
partner countries to boost the resilience and diversification of their value chains at 
global, regional and local level, including reshoring and nearshoring, and points out that 
reshoring must be based on a comprehensive approach and take into account 
international trade, industry and the internal market in order to be better prepared for 
future systemic shocks, and calls on the Commission to continue leading efforts to 
reform the World Trade Organization (WTO) with a view to supporting social fairness 
and environmental sustainability; calls on the Commission to cooperate in the further 
development and enforcement of proportionate business due diligence obligations in 
global value chains, helping to develop compliance mechanisms in supply chains and 
production in developing countries;

7. Highlights that public health problems caused by COVID-19 can only properly and 
effectively be managed anywhere in the world as long as measures including vaccines 
are accessible worldwide; welcomes the commitment shown by the EU and its Member 
States, acting together as ‘Team Europe’, in tackling the wider impact of COVID-19 on 
developing societies and economies, in particular through the Coronavirus Global 
Response and COVAX initiatives, which demonstrate our solidarity with LDCs; 
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requests adequate measures for the global challenges of shortages, insufficient 
manufacturing capacity and the gap between COVAX objectives and their financing; 
recalls the need for a united initiative of industrialised, open and democratic countries in 
the form of a Vaccine Alliance, given that the COVAX initiative is only able to cover 
vaccinations for 20 % of the world’s population; reminds the Commission that 
according to the World Health Organization (WHO), vaccine delays in poorer nations 
are likely to threaten the EU’s own recovery because of continued disruptions to 
international trade and global supply chains; urges the Commission to take an active and 
constructive role in the WTO TRIPS Council debates on avoiding barriers to access to 
vaccines and on capacity building by assessing all possible options in writing, but 
without encroaching on Member States’ competences; calls on the Commission to 
coordinate closely with the WHO, the WTO and the African Union in building and 
scaling up vaccine production for developing countries, while preventing the emergence 
of vaccine-resistant variants; calls on the Commission to promote contracts between 
pharmaceutical companies and generic manufacturers in developing countries to 
increase global manufacturing capacity and reduce the delay in vaccination, as well as 
ensure affordability, especially for LDCs, and universal availability; requests that 
compulsory licensing and the implementation of Regulation (EC) No 816/20061 be 
considered a means to boost EU cooperation with developing countries facing COVID-
19;

8. Requests that the Commission-Parliament Contact Group be given oversight over the 
decision-making process in the COVID-19 response, including the negotiation of 
advance purchase agreements (APAs); requests the inclusion of representatives of the 
Committee on Development in the Commission-Parliament Contact Group to provide 
adequate input for an EU Global vaccination strategy that is prepared for challenges 
such as the deployment of the vaccine in countries with insufficient medical 
infrastructure, the production of vaccines in developing countries, a humanitarian buffer 
for vaccination, and risk reduction and preparedness against new strains of the virus;

9. Underlines that developing countries will need a decade to recover from the pandemic, 
according to the Oxfam International report entitled ‘The inequality virus’, while richer 
countries make quicker vaccination progress and recover quicker; remarks that failure to 
immunise the world’s population will cost rich countries between 10 to 100 times the 
money it would cost to help vaccinate people in developing countries, according to the 
Peterson Institute for International Economics; calls on the Commission, therefore, to 
coordinate a donor conference to invest in global manufacturing and encourage the 
sharing of patents and the transfer of technology in order to speed up the global health 
and economic recovery;

10. Deplores the fact that export restrictions and trade barriers have disrupted agri-food 
markets and supply chains worldwide, severely impacting developing countries; urges 
the Commission to make food security one of its priorities and to identify the 
appropriate measures to ensure that this pandemic does not precipitate a food crisis in 
the developing world; stresses that the legitimate demand to reduce the pressure placed 
by agriculture on the environment must be pursued in such a way, and at such a pace, as 

1 Regulation (EC) No 816/2006 of 17 May 2006 on compulsory licensing of patents relating to the manufacture 
of pharmaceutical products for export to countries with public health problems (OJ L 157, 9.6.2006, p. 1).
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to ensure food security for all citizens in developing countries, as well as in the EU; 
supports actions to facilitate trade with a view to promoting food safety and sanitary and 
phytosanitary measures in response to COVID-19; recalls the principle of policy 
coherence for development to ensure European exports, especially in the area of 
agriculture, do not hinder the development of local production, in order to reduce 
countries’ dependence on imports and their vulnerability to international price 
fluctuations; 

11. Calls on the Commission to consider the implications of COVID-19 and its impact on 
achieving the 2030 UN SDGs; urges the Commission to readapt its trade policy 
accordingly in line with its global development policy to ensure that economies and 
societies are rebuilt in such a way as to render them better, more sustainable, more 
resilient and more socio-economically equal after the pandemic; stresses that tackling 
inequalities must become central to the EU’s post-COVID-19 global strategy, including 
its trade agenda, to make sure that progress on reducing poverty, education, public 
health, gender equality and climate action is not lost due to the pandemic;

12. Recalls that the loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services will undermine progress in 
approximately 80 % of the assessed targets under the UN SDGs; regrets that dispute 
settlement systems covering biodiversity and trade provisions in multilateral 
environment agreements are not binding, unlike the WTO enforcement system, which 
de facto embodies the supremacy of commercial law over biodiversity; recalls, in 
particular, that current WTO rules limit Member States’ possibility of raising tariffs on 
products that have a negative impact on biodiversity; , welcomes, against this backdrop, 
the Commission’s commitment to prioritising the effective implementation of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity in trade and investment agreements, and calls on 
the Commission to advocate the reform of the WTO along these lines;

13. Considers that COVID-19 has accelerated the shift towards digitalisation, which 
presents opportunities to facilitate international trade, reduce face-to-face processes and 
allow for efficient logistics and strategic stockpiling with enormous potential, in 
particular for developing partner countries; underlines that developing countries and 
LDCs are trailing behind in the digital economy and calls on the Commission to 
collaborate with developing partner countries in order to strengthen and facilitate digital 
infrastructure, as well as to accord strategic importance to digital trade and facilitate the 
digital transition, establish policy strategies and harmonise regulatory frameworks for 
sustainable e-commerce, support skills training, and modernise trade and customs 
management tools, electronic payment and automated procedures; underlines the need 
for EU development cooperation to contribute to ensuring that populations have general 
broadband internet access at affordable prices in LDCs;

14. Considers that achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development dictates that we 
work in a multilateral context and coordinate policies at international and national level 
to deal with the enormous challenges to these aspirations resulting from the COVID-19 
pandemic and to factor in the SDGs in the rebuilding and restructuring of international 
trade networks; calls on the Commission to present its review of the 15-point Action 
Plan on TSD Chapters in the course of 2021, addressing the enforceability of TSD 
commitments;
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15. Welcomes the commitment of the Commission to reinforcing the sustainability 
dimension of existing and future trade agreements; calls, accordingly, for a fully-
fledged ex ante and ex post sustainability impact assessment of EU FTAs;

16. Stresses the importance of using strategic foresight to improve developing countries’ 
preparedness for and resilience to any future shocks and health crises, including the 
emergence of new disease mutations and future pandemics, aiming to develop future-
proof strategies and responses;

17. Calls on the Commission to actively work within the WTO in order to promote 
multilateral rules for the sustainable management of global value chains, including 
mandatory supply chain due diligence.
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