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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Culture and Education, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

A. whereas culture and access to culture are fundamental to freedom and respect for human 
rights;

B. whereas under the 2021 Rome Declaration of the G20 Ministers of Culture all Member 
States committed to actions to protect cultural heritage at risk in crisis areas and 
recognises the great potential of cultural heritage to drive climate action and sustainable 
development;

C. whereas the COVID-19 crisis has shown that the cultural and creative sectors, usually 
vectors of social cohesion, are among the most vulnerable sectors;

1. Reaffirms that culture is a key element of human development, a driver of sustainable 
development and an integral component of its social, economic and environmental 
dimensions; recalls that culture can create jobs, stimulate growth and foster long-term 
societal changes and progress, contributing to the stability and sustainability of 
communities and the strengthening of social cohesion; recalls that culture is 
instrumental in the implementation of the 2030 UN Agenda pledge to ensure that no one 
is left behind; calls for strengthening the contribution of cultural actors to sustainable 
development through the recognition of authors, artists and cultural and creative 
operators as professional workers, participation in enhanced and inclusive dialogue, 
professional networks, exchanges and multi-stakeholder partnerships, and support for 
civil society organisations; underlines the need to strengthen the European Union’s 
diplomatic role as a global cultural partner in keeping with the spirit of the sustainable 
development goals; underlines that youth exchanges, city twinning and professional 
partnerships have been important vehicles for fostering intercultural understanding and 
should be promoted by the EU in its development and foreign policies; reaffirms the 
need to facilitate international exchanges with the aim of fostering cultural relations and 
eliminating obstacles to mobility in the cultural sector;

2. Reiterates that culture and cultural heritage, including international cultural cooperation, 
is a lever for promoting EU values, including peace, democracy, the rule of law, 
fundamental freedoms, human rights and gender equality, offering the EU, its Member 
States and partner countries the opportunity to learn from cultures, good practices and 
know-how, to stimulate the development of the cultural and creative industries and to 
foster tolerance, intercultural and interreligious dialogue and mutual understanding;

3. Underlines that access to culture and education has to be ensured for people with 
disabilities, particularly in developing countries, to break the vicious cycle that causes 
the socio-cultural conditions of their lives to worsen;

4. Welcomes the inclusion of culture as an area of intervention in the Global Challenges 
thematic programme under the Neighbourhood, Development and International 
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Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) – Global Europe Regulation in order to foster 
sustainable social and economic development and international cultural cooperation and 
to promote initiatives for cultural diversity; welcomes the contribution of the NDICI – 
Global Europe instrument to the Erasmus+ programme, in particular the actions aimed 
at countries from the Global South not involved in the Erasmus+ programme; calls on 
the Commission and the European External Action Service to properly monitor and 
report regularly to Parliament on the state of implementation of actions involving 
international cultural cooperation and the results achieved by the NDICI – Global 
Europe instrument, particularly in culture and education, including through the bi-
annual scrutiny process (High-Level Geopolitical Dialogue), annual reporting and close 
evaluation of performance indicators;

5. Urges the Commission to provide appropriate funding for international cultural relations 
in current programmes for culture and education, in particular by including cultural 
financing opportunities in geographical allocations and also in the NDICI instrument’s 
thematic programmes; calls also for adequate funding for the protection, conservation 
and restoration of cultural heritage under NDICI – Global Europe, particularly in 
conflict-prone areas and regions vulnerable to natural disasters and climate change-
related risks; calls, furthermore, on partner countries to strengthen their cultural 
policies; underlines that in order to be sustainable in the long-term, the EU’s external 
cultural funding activities must closely involve local partners, including civil society 
organisations, programmes must be appropriate to local realities and due consideration 
must be given to the post-funding period in project implementation and evaluation;

6. Stresses that the EU has the potential to strengthen its international cultural cooperation 
partnerships through its outermost regions (ORs) and overseas countries and territories 
(OCTs), which are located at geographical, cultural and linguistic crossroads around the 
world; calls for the EU to design international cultural cooperation projects involving 
ORs and OCTs in order to foster regional integration and build new partnerships with 
partner countries;

7. Stresses the need to protect cultural diversity and promote it as a condition for fruitful 
dialogue between countries and cultures; recalls that the EU has committed to 
contributing to the implementation of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the 
Diversity of Cultural Expressions;

8. Welcomes the integration of a specific chapter on culture under Title III (Human and 
Social Development) of the proposed partnership agreement between the EU and the 
Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS); underlines that 
cooperation in this field should also address the fight against trafficking in cultural 
heritage and contribute to efforts to ensure the return, restitution and conservation of 
cultural works and artefacts; recalls that the EU-CARIFORUM Economic Partnership 
Agreement includes a separate protocol on cultural cooperation, which contains 
provisions on cultural exchanges and dialogue; calls for the preferential treatment of 
measures to facilitate the flow in cultural goods and services and to promote the 
mobility of artists from developing countries as defined by the 2005 UNESCO 
Convention for the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions in 
order to create an equitable global cultural sector; calls for the strengthening of cultural 
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programmes to stimulate job opportunities, tourism, inclusive and sustainable growth, 
and social cohesion, in order to promote youth empowerment and gender equality, 
tackle harmful social and gender norms and stereotypes, fight against any forms of 
discrimination and to support the cultural sector, which has been deeply impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, as well as to support and promote cultural rights in non-EU 
countries, including freedom of expression for artists, journalists and academics, and to 
promote free dialogue and the exchange of good practices at international level; 

9. Calls for the development of new models of cooperation between the EU and 
developing countries, in particular with their national cultural institutions; 

10. Calls for the upcoming Youth Action Plan in European Union external action to include 
specific measures and programmes that contribute to exposing young people in both the 
EU and the Global South to other cultures and languages;

11. Emphasises that the protection, conservation and restoration of cultural and natural 
heritage is an essential factor in ensuring its transmission to future generations, in 
particular for young people; recalls that restoring cultural works and artefacts promotes 
the respect and mutual understanding of the value of different cultures, but also 
promotes peace, reconciliation and dialogue; encourages the EU and its Member States 
to facilitate dialogue and share best practices on the protection, conservation and 
restoration of cultural and natural heritage in the framework of the NDICI – Global 
Europe Regulation;

12. Underlines the unique role of indigenous peoples and local communities living on their 
ancestral land alongside nature and wildlife in protecting and promoting cultural and 
natural heritage, and their importance in implementing climate change mitigation and 
adaptation measures; underlines that in developing countries, the protection of minority 
and indigenous languages is essential for safeguarding the cultural identity and dignity 
of indigenous peoples and preserving their traditional heritage; calls for the NDICI – 
Global Europe instrument to provide adequate financing to strengthen the protection of 
cultural and natural heritage in respect of the rights, including the land rights, of 
indigenous peoples and local communities (IPLCs);

13. Calls for enhanced cooperation between the private sector and public actors in 
protecting and preserving cultural heritage in partner countries; recalls that the private 
sector contributes to the administration, financing and protection of cultural sites;

14. Calls for the interests of developing countries, which are very often despoiled of their 
cultural heritage as a result of conflicts, to be respected, protected and taken into 
account in the action plan against illicit trafficking in cultural property for 2022-2025;

15. Underlines that a lack of proper infrastructure, professional knowledge and trained 
professionals can be a barrier to the proper management of cultural heritage and 
artefacts;

16. Emphasises the importance of the exchange of ideas, information, art and other aspects 
of culture between nations and their people in order to foster mutual understanding; 
recalls that popular culture and art play an important role in how a country, nation or 
issue is perceived; emphasises the role of cultural works for cross-linguistic and cross-
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border understanding; stresses that cultural works such as films or literature create links 
between different cultures and that international co-productions should therefore be 
promoted;

17. Calls for the integration of adequate training, knowledge exchange and sharing of best 
practices into EU initiatives, including initiatives supporting education and exchange 
programmes.
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