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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Draws attention to the steadily worsening context in which the Union’s development 
and humanitarian aid policies are conducted, characterised in particular by the COVID 
pandemic, the relentless aggravation of the impacts of climate change, biodiversity loss, 
increasing food insecurity and the mounting repercussions of Russia’s war of aggression 
against Ukraine; notes the ever-growing gap between the funds needed and those 
available to respond to the deepening climate, hunger, debt, humanitarian and other 
crises generating growing inequality and increasing poverty levels for the first time in 
decades; calls for appropriate funding in order to halt the ongoing movement further 
away from the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) instead of towards them; 
emphasises that, despite the numerous challenges that the EU is facing linked to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and the Russian aggression in Ukraine and its geopolitical and 
economic effects, spending on development assistance needs to be scaled up;

2. Recognises the work of the Commission in ensuring the correct implementation of EDF 
funds, despite development aid being considered a high-risk area; notes that the Court 
of Auditors considers the EDFs’ accounts for 2021 have been handled in accordance 
with all applicable rules; notes that the level of error in transactions, estimated by the 
Court of Auditors, grew from 3,8 % to 4,6 % between 2020 and 2021;

3. Highlights the fact that the legitimacy and effectiveness of EU development cooperation 
hinges on the correct implementation of activities and their proper funding; calls on the 
Commission to further improve controls in order to decrease the amount of transactional 
errors and to implement the recommendations of the Court of Auditors in full;

4. Deplores the absence of the move “from billions to trillions” in financing for 
development recognised as necessary when the SDGs were adopted in 2015; notes the 
urgency of mobilising much more of the world’s privately held resources, through 
investment promotion and more effective taxation, while ensuring that their actions are 
aligned with Agenda 2030 objectives and the Policy Coherence for Development, but 
also of scaling up public financing for development, in accordance with international 
commitments on levels the Union remains far from;

5. Welcomes the Member States’ recent decision to assign EUR 600 million of de-
committed EDF funds to other actions in ACP countries; notes that most of these funds 
will now be used for measures to help mitigate the global food crisis; insists that these 
funds must ensure further support to local small-scale farming as well as 
agroeocological practices and sustainable fisheries methods as they allow food 
sovereignty of local communities, making them less dependent on the fluctuations in the 
global food and agriculture market; invites the Member States to from now on 
consistently abstain from receiving repayment of de-committed EDF funds, given the 
extreme needs for funds to cover urgent needs in ACP countries and bearing in mind the 
Union’s and its Member States financing for development commitments as well as the 
obligations set in the Treaty on Policy Coherence for Development (PCD);
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6. Further emphasizes that addressing the root causes of the food crisis requires structural 
changes in the agricultural sector of developing partner countries, particularly through 
empowering local small-scale farmers enabling to use new agricultural technologies, 
implementing modern water management methods, and through facilitating their access 
to the market;

7. Takes the view that the challenges in the area of development cooperation should reflect 
a coordinated and coherent set of internal and external EU policies and commitments;

8. Highlights that empowering women has a significant importance in combating food 
insecurity, notably through addressing short comings of land rights regulations in 
developing countries.
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