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Subject: Opinion on Guidelines for the 2021 Budget - Section III(2019/2213(BUD))

Dear Mr Chair,

Under the procedure referred to above, the Committee on Development has been asked to 
submit an opinion to your committee. By written procedure, the committee decided to send the 
opinion in the form of a letter.

The Committee on Development considered the matter at its meeting of 21 April 2020. At that 
meeting, it decided to call on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee responsible, to 
incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution.

Yours sincerely,

Tomas Tobé
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SUGGESTIONS
1. Urges the Council to finalise its negotiating mandates on the new multiannual financial 

framework (MFF) and the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation 
Instrument (NDICI); 

2. Stresses that Parliament’s first reading position on the NDICI was adopted on 4 March 
2019, and its mandate regarding the NDICI was reconfirmed on 8 October 2019; recalls 
EP’s position for a contribution of 45% of the overall financial envelope of the NDICI 
to climate objectives, environmental management and protection, biodiversity and 
combatting desertification, and addressing root causes of migration and forced 
displacement and puts a strong focus on the promotion of democracy, rule of law and 
human rights, including the rights of women, children, refugees, displaced people, 
LGTBI persons, persons with disabilities and indigenous peoples and ethnic and 
religious minorities;

3. Points out that improving cohesion between Member States and deepening solidarity 
with our partners and implementing the 2030 Agenda will be our objectives for the 
forthcoming budgetary exercise; 

4. Reiterates that the Union and its Member States must honour their collective 
commitments, notably on the 0.7 % objective, the SDGs and the Paris Agreement[1] as 
well as targets for health, education and gender equality;

5. Calls for the implementation of the principle of Policy Coherence for Development 
(PCD) enshrined in Article 208 TFEU and for a clear determination of the 
responsibilities of the individual EU bodies as regards the implementation of PCD 
commitments;

6. Reminds that the Union must be ready to fight the COVID-19 globally by supporting our 
partner countries; stresses that EU funds must provide international solidarity with the 
most vulnerable in the world and step up its aid for the WHO and UNHCR; calls for EU 
support to the fragile health systems in Africa, Latin America and Asia;

7. Calls for the EU to foster cooperation and multilateral contacts to achieve coordinated 

[1] with a special focus on article 100 of the EGD Resolution: 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0005_EN.pdf 
'100. Welcomes the concept of the ‘do no harm’ principle and the commitment by the Commission to ensure that 
all EU actions should help the EU achieve a sustainable future and a just transition, including the use of green 
budgeting tools, and to update the better regulation guidelines accordingly; insists on a coherent approach to 
the implementation of the Paris Agreement, the Convention on Biological Diversity and the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, in both internal and external policies; urges the Commission to assist the Member 
States in the full and correct implementation of current and upcoming environmental and climate legislation in 
the Member States and to ensure that there are consequences in cases of non-compliance';
As well as article 54 of the COP25 Resolution: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2019-
0079_EN.pdf 
'54. Stresses that the EU’s budget should be consistent with its international commitments on sustainable 
development and its mid- and long-term climate and energy targets, and should not be counterproductive to 
these targets or hamper their implementation; calls on the Commission, therefore, to ensure climate and 
biodiversity proofing of EU investments and to put forward harmonised and binding rules where applicable; 
calls on the Commission to ensure that the next multiannual financial framework (MFF) is fully compliant with 
the Paris Agreement and that no spending should contravene it';
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international solutions to the COVID-19 crisis. EU and Member States must appeal to 
multilateral financial organisations to temporarily suspend or even consider to partially 
cancel, repayment of institutional debt so that debt enforcement can be brought into line 
with our top priority, namely combating COVID-19. When many countries in Africa, 
Latin America and Asia have serious difficulties to provide basic health treatment to an 
enormous amount of population in the midst of a health crisis, the EU and the 
international community must alleviate all burdens on partner countries’ ability to cope 
with the pandemic.


