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Dear Mr Chair,

Under the procedure referred to above, the Committee on Development has been asked to 
submit an opinion to your committees. By written procedure, the committee decided to send 
the opinion in the form of a letter.

The Committee on Development considered the matter at its meeting of 21 April 2020. At that 
meeting, it decided to call on the Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Trade, as the 
committees responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into their motion for a 
resolution.

Yours sincerely,

Tomas Tobé
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SUGGESTIONS

1. Notes that the UK remains one of the biggest bilateral donors in the world and points 
out that the EU needs to address the opportunities for cooperation with the UK in a spirit 
of partnership; regrets that Brexit will leave gaps in the EU’s overall development 
cooperation and humanitarian aid, not only in terms of budget, human resources and 
expertise, but also in the field of policy dialogue with candidate countries, 
neighbourhood countries and third countries, is however convinced that both parties 
will benefit from continued donor coordination and joint programming and encourages 
the participation of the UK in EU programmes while respecting all relevant rules and 
mechanisms and conditions of participation; calls for the possibility for civil society 
organisations to contribute to the terms and definitions of the future cooperation;

2. Stresses the need to take internal measures to address the aforementioned gaps and 
secure sufficient budget for the external financial instruments in the multiannual 
financial framework, and to use existing aid effectiveness tools to do more and better 
with the remaining resources, while encouraging strategic investments from the private 
sector, respectful of EU and international social, environmental and human right 
protection standards to realise the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), improving 
visibility and common messaging and striving for a strong EU voice, and while recalling 
the commitment to achieve the 0.7 % ODA/GNI target and the importance to support 
the principle of Policy Coherence for Development (PCD);

3. Emphasises the central roles of EU and UK in addressing the common challenges 
through development policy and humanitarian aid, for example by addressing: root 
causes of migration, climate change, threats toward fundamental rights such as freedom 
of religion and belief and gender equality, protecting human rights and religious 
community groups, and groups safeguarding the interests and rights of vulnerable 
population as the disabled, elderly, women and children in conflict affected regions, 
indigenous people, LGBTI people, and the representatives of vulnerable, discriminated 
and marginalised communities;

4. Underlines the importance of a strong partnership that enshrines the rights-based 
approach at its core while ensuring a continued commitment and collaboration in 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, human rights, poverty eradication and 
the Paris agreement; as well as harmonised responses to humanitarian crises and serve 
the fundamental principles of humanitarian aid; while ensuring the comparative 
advantage of cooperation in key strategic areas both geographic and thematic;

5. Is convinced that the post-Cotonou partnership and the EU-Africa Strategy can be 
enhanced by effectively cooperating with the UK and building on the country’s strong 
presence in Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific; points out that the EU and UK markets 
in trade for developing countries are important, in particular for ACP countries; stresses 
that the EU, UK and ACP countries should cooperate at all levels in line with the 
principles of partnership, solidarity and complementarity; notes the intention of the UK 
Government to continue to offer generous preferences to developing countries and calls 
on the Commission to assess the potential impact that  these future trading arrangements 
will have on current Economic Partnership Agreements with ACP countries; considers 
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that the Common Commercial Policy, including the relevant provisions in the future 
trade agreement should provide for as much trade continuity as possible for developing 
countries vis-à-vis the EU and UK;

6. Underlines the need to maintain an adequate level of support for remaining Overseas 
Countries and Territories (OCTs) following the Brexit, and calls for maintaining the 
cooperation with former UK OCTs on mutual interest, in particular in the frame of 
regional cooperation programmes;

7. Underlines, in the pursuit of Policy Coherence for Development, the importance of 
future EU-UK cooperation  to preserve trade continuity, address the impact of climate 
change, develop the fishing sector and protect biodiversity in developing countries, as 
well as promoting high social and environmental protection standards, in order to reduce 
poverty;

8. Recalls the positive role of the Common Fisheries Policy in the development of the 
fishing sector and in the management of the fishery resources in developing countries.


