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Dear Mr Karleskind,

Under the procedure referred to above, the Committee on Development has been asked to 
submit an opinion to your committee. At its meeting of 12 May 2020, the committee decided 
to send the opinion in the form of a letter.

The Committee on Development considered the matter at its meeting of 12 May 2020. At that 
meeting, it decided to call on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee responsible, to 
incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution.

Yours sincerely,

Tomas Tobé
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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Points out that EU fisheries policy must be consistent with the development objectives 
set out in Article 208 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union and, in 
particular, the objectives referred to in Sustainable Development Goal 14 of the 2030 
Agenda: ‘Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for 
sustainable development’;

2. Stresses that fishing, especially tuna fishing as an important sector for the Seychelles 
economy, is essential to the country’s economic development, employment 
opportunities and food security; stresses that access for EU vessels should be genuinely 
limited to the level of surplus fish stocks in line with the principle of maximum 
sustainable yield; points out that fishing by EU vessels must not compromise food 
security for local populations; stresses that healthy fish stocks are essential to ensuring 
food security in the long term; calls for measures to be taken to tackle the overfishing of 
yellowfin tuna;

3. Recalls the destructive impact of marine litter on the local biodiversity and ecosystems 
of island territories; calls, therefore, for enhanced waste management and plastic 
collection policies that would strengthen the Seychelles economy towards a more 
sustainable and ecosystemic model and increase the attractiveness of its tourism sector;

4. Calls for concerted efforts to foster local economic development and strengthen coastal 
communities dependent on marine resources; stresses, in particular, that EU sectoral 
support, in line with the ambition of the external dimension of the European Green 
Deal, should assist the development of the artisanal and local fisheries sector in a 
sustainable manner and should benefit women and young people in particular;

5. Recalls the need to include local communities, especially representatives of fishing 
communities, in negotiations for sustainable fisheries partnership agreements (SFPAs) 
and their implementing protocols, as well as in the design of sectoral support plans;

6. Recalls the essential role of women in non-industrial fishing, particularly in the 
marketing and processing of products; recalls the importance of developing support in 
the form of training, for example in safety on board, and by identifying missing links in 
the food production chain, such as a lack of small infrastructure for the cold chain;

7. Underlines that the structural economic vulnerabilities of the Seychelles must be 
addressed with the involvement of local small and medium-sized enterprises in the main 
income-generating sectors, such as fisheries and tourism;

8. Stresses that small island developing states are extremely dependent on the oceans for 
transportation, food security and tourism, and that coordination among actors in 
different sectors is needed to maximise the potential of these sectors;

9. Calls for transparency with regard to the use of EU funds and publication of the list of 
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funded projects, which should include detailed information on the cumulative effects of 
the various fisheries agreements in force in the exclusive economic zone on fish stocks 
and maritime biodiversity, in order to allow for better monitoring, prevent duplication 
and ensure public awareness of the financing options for projects;

10. Welcomes the decision made by the Seychelles Government to increase the country’s 
marine protected areas (MPAs) to 30 % of its waters, calls on the authorities to 
implement a strong model of governance and management for those MPAs, and to 
ensure that proper criteria are developed to regulate activity and that rules in high and 
medium biodiversity protection zones are enforced accordingly;

11. Calls for more ambitious goals with regard to the employment of Seychelles seamen on 
EU fishing vessels; reiterates the need to abide by International Labour Organization 
(ILO) principles and, in particular, advocates the signing of ILO Convention No 188.


