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Subject: Opinion on Guidelines for the 2022 Budget – Section III  (2020/2265(BUI))

Dear Mr Chair,

Under the procedure referred to above, the Committee on Development has been asked to 
submit an opinion to your committee. At its meeting of 25 February 2021, the committee 
decided to send the opinion in the form of a letter and to call on the Committee on Budgets, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution.

Yours sincerely,

Tomas Tobé
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SUGGESTIONS

1. Believes firmly that the Union's budget must reflect the Union's external ambitions, 
including the one of being a leading partner for developing countries;
 

2. Draws attention to the alarming impacts of the COVID pandemic on developing 
countries and the fact that these countries’ progress towards the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals is now turning into regress; emphasises that in this situation, it is 
more important than ever that the EU honours its financing for development 
commitments, including through fully using all available NDICI funds for their 
intended purposes and implementing article 25 of the NDICI regulation on carry-overs 
accordingly;

3. Notes the unprecedented global needs for humanitarian aid and the woefully 
insufficient provision of resources to meet them; while welcoming the targeted 
strengthening of Humanitarian Aid in the MFF negotiations, calls for comprehensive 
mobilisation of the Solidarity and Emergency Aid Reserve (SEAR), no smaller in 
nominal terms than the mobilisation of the Emergency Aid Reserve under the previous 
MFF and up to the 60% maximum limit for external use of the SEAR;

4. Reiterates its view that the budget nomenclature must allow the budgetary authority to 
fulfil its decision-making role effectively and for Parliament in particular to fulfil its 
democratic oversight and scrutiny roles; insists therefore on the need for the budget 
nomenclature to fully and at the earliest reflect the agreement on the NDICI 
regulation; invites, in this sense, the Commission to present a draft amending budget 
to the 2021 EU budget implementing the agreement reached in the negotiations on the 
NDICI regulation on five separate envelopes for geographic programmes in Asia, 
notably the Middle East, South Asia,  Central Asia, North and South-East Asia and the 
Pacific, through the creation of corresponding separate budget lines; believes that such 
a harmonization could and should be done ahead of the 2022 budgetary procedure;

5. Recalls that the NDICI regulations provide that the Commission shall inform 
Parliament on its intended use of the NDICI cushion, notably in the context of the 
geopolitical dialogue; looks forward to receiving timely information on this, including 
on the rationale of the proposed expenditure, its specific purposes, the envisaged 
beneficiaries and implementation modalities and how the use would relate to 
horizontal principles and target objectives of the NDICI regulation.


