
AM\1249119EN.docx PE704.928v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

European Parliament
2019-2024

Committee on Development

2021/2178(INI)

10.2.2022

AMENDMENTS
1 - 93
Draft opinion
Tomas Tobé
(PE703.264v01-00)

The future of EU-Africa trade relations
(2021/2178(INI))



PE704.928v01-00 2/54 AM\1249119EN.docx

EN

AM_Com_NonLegOpinion



AM\1249119EN.docx 3/54 PE704.928v01-00

EN

Amendment 1
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph -1 (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

-1. Whereas African economies 
remain by and large heavily concentrated 
on natural resources-based products and 
commodities;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Miguel Urbán Crespo
on behalf of the The Left Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the positive shift in EU-
Africa relations towards a partnership on 
an equal footing, allowing both sides to 
pursue their own interests but also to 
identify common areas of cooperation; 
stresses that free, fair and sustainable 
trade facilitates inclusive economic 
growth and sustainable development and 
contributes to poverty reduction; 
highlights, in this regard, the importance of 
the new partnership agreement between the 
EU and the members of the Organisation of 
African, Caribbean and Pacific States, the 
upcoming summit between the African 
Union and the EU, and innovative 
initiatives such as the EU multi-stakeholder 
dialogue for sustainable cocoa;

1. While recognizing the potential 
positive shift in EU-Africa relations 
towards a partnership on an equal footing, 
allowing both sides to pursue their own 
interests but also to identify common areas 
of cooperation, recalls that a deep 
asymmetry in EU and Africa trade and 
economic relations still exists; stresses that 
the principle of policy coherence for 
development as enshrined in Article 208 
TFEU must remain the core of future 
EU-Africa trade relations. and be 
implemented in line with the Union’s 
commitment to achieving the UN 2030 
Sustainable Development Goals; believes 
that priority should be given to human 
development, eradication of poverty, 
addressing social exclusion and 
inequality, promote gender equality, 
climate change mitigation and adaptation, 
fight against hunger and food 
sovereignty; highlights, in this regard, the 
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importance of the new partnership 
agreement between the EU and the 
members of the Organisation of African, 
Caribbean and Pacific States, the upcoming 
summit between the African Union and the 
EU, and innovative initiatives such as the 
EU multi-stakeholder dialogue for 
sustainable cocoa;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the positive shift in EU-
Africa relations towards a partnership on 
an equal footing, allowing both sides to 
pursue their own interests but also to 
identify common areas of cooperation; 
stresses that free, fair and sustainable trade 
facilitates inclusive economic growth and 
sustainable development and contributes to 
poverty reduction; highlights, in this 
regard, the importance of the new 
partnership agreement between the EU and 
the members of the Organisation of 
African, Caribbean and Pacific States, the 
upcoming summit between the African 
Union and the EU, and innovative 
initiatives such as the EU multi-stakeholder 
dialogue for sustainable cocoa;

1. Calls for a more pronounced shift 
in EU-Africa relations towards a 
partnership on an equal footing, allowing 
both sides to pursue their own interests but 
also to identify common areas of 
cooperation; notes that trade liberalization 
on its own cannot ensure the attainment 
of development objectives without taking 
into account the economic, social and 
environmental impact of FTAs; stresses 
that fair and sustainable trade facilitates 
inclusive economic growth and sustainable 
development and contributes to poverty 
reduction by enabling sustainable 
agricultural development, ensuring food 
security, boosting green industrialisation, 
creating employment opportunities and 
promoting regional integration; 
highlights, in this regard, the importance of 
the new partnership agreement between the 
EU and the members of the Organisation of 
African, Caribbean and Pacific States, the 
upcoming summit between the African 
Union and the EU, and joint innovative 
initiatives such as the EU multi-stakeholder 
dialogue for sustainable cocoa;

Or. en
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Amendment 4
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the positive shift in EU-
Africa relations towards a partnership on 
an equal footing, allowing both sides to 
pursue their own interests but also to 
identify common areas of cooperation; 
stresses that free, fair and sustainable trade 
facilitates inclusive economic growth and 
sustainable development and contributes to 
poverty reduction; highlights, in this 
regard, the importance of the new 
partnership agreement between the EU and 
the members of the Organisation of 
African, Caribbean and Pacific States, the 
upcoming summit between the African 
Union and the EU, and innovative 
initiatives such as the EU multi-
stakeholder dialogue for sustainable cocoa;

1. Welcomes the positive change in 
EU-Africa relations towards a partnership 
on equal footing, allowing both sides to 
pursue their own interest but also identify 
common areas of cooperation; stresses that 
free, fair, and sustainable trade facilitates 
inclusive economic growth, sustainable 
development, and contributes to poverty 
reduction; in this regard, highlights the 
importance of the new Partnership 
Agreement between the EU and members 
of the Organisation of African, Caribbean 
and Pacific States, the need to ensure 
coherence between its Africa Protocol and 
the upcoming AU-EU Summit, as well as 
innovative initiatives such as the EU 
Multi-stakeholder Dialogue for 
Sustainable Cocoa; in this respect, calls on 
the EU to actively support policies to 
develop cocoa processing at the local, 
national and regional level;

Or. en

Amendment 5
Tomas Tobé

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the positive shift in EU-
Africa relations towards a partnership on 
an equal footing, allowing both sides to 
pursue their own interests but also to 
identify common areas of cooperation; 

1. Welcomes the positive shift in EU-
Africa relations towards a partnership on 
an equal footing, based on reciprocity and 
mutual benefit, exceeding a donor-
recipient relationship, allowing both sides 
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stresses that free, fair and sustainable trade 
facilitates inclusive economic growth and 
sustainable development and contributes to 
poverty reduction; highlights, in this 
regard, the importance of the new 
partnership agreement between the EU and 
the members of the Organisation of 
African, Caribbean and Pacific States, the 
upcoming summit between the African 
Union and the EU, and innovative 
initiatives such as the EU multi-stakeholder 
dialogue for sustainable cocoa;

to pursue their own interests but also to 
identify common areas of cooperation; 
stresses that free, fair and sustainable trade 
facilitates inclusive economic growth and 
sustainable development and contributes to 
poverty reduction; highlights, in this 
regard, the importance of the new 
partnership agreement between the EU and 
the members of the Organisation of 
African, Caribbean and Pacific States, the 
upcoming summit between the African 
Union and the EU, and innovative 
initiatives such as the EU multi-stakeholder 
dialogue for sustainable cocoa;

Or. en

Amendment 6
Barry Andrews
on behalf of the Renew Group
Jan-Christoph Oetjen, María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos, Iskra Mihaylova

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the positive shift in EU-
Africa relations towards a partnership on 
an equal footing, allowing both sides to 
pursue their own interests but also to 
identify common areas of cooperation; 
stresses that free, fair and sustainable trade 
facilitates inclusive economic growth and 
sustainable development and contributes to 
poverty reduction; highlights, in this 
regard, the importance of the new 
partnership agreement between the EU and 
the members of the Organisation of 
African, Caribbean and Pacific States, the 
upcoming summit between the African 
Union and the EU, and innovative 
initiatives such as the EU multi-stakeholder 
dialogue for sustainable cocoa;

1. Welcomes the positive shift in EU-
Africa relations towards a partnership on 
an equal footing, allowing both sides to 
pursue their own interests but also to 
identify common areas of cooperation; 
stresses that free, fair and sustainable trade 
facilitates inclusive economic growth and 
sustainable development and contributes to 
poverty reduction; highlights, in this 
regard, the importance of the new 
partnership agreement between the EU and 
the members of the Organisation of 
African, Caribbean and Pacific States, the 
upcoming summit between the African 
Union and the EU, and innovative 
initiatives such as the EU multi-stakeholder 
dialogue for sustainable cocoa and the 
sustainable forestry initiative;

Or. en
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Amendment 7
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the positive shift in EU-
Africa relations towards a partnership on 
an equal footing, allowing both sides to 
pursue their own interests but also to 
identify common areas of cooperation; 
stresses that free, fair and sustainable trade 
facilitates inclusive economic growth and 
sustainable development and contributes to 
poverty reduction; highlights, in this 
regard, the importance of the new 
partnership agreement between the EU and 
the members of the Organisation of 
African, Caribbean and Pacific States, the 
upcoming summit between the African 
Union and the EU, and innovative 
initiatives such as the EU multi-stakeholder 
dialogue for sustainable cocoa;

1. Welcomes the positive shift in EU-
Africa relations towards a partnership on 
an equal footing, allowing both sides to 
pursue their own interests but also to 
identify common areas of cooperation; 
stresses that free, fair and sustainable trade 
should facilitate sustainable and inclusive 
economic growth and sustainable 
development and should contribute to 
poverty reduction; highlights, in this 
regard, the importance of the new 
partnership agreement between the EU and 
the members of the Organisation of 
African, Caribbean and Pacific States, the 
upcoming summit between the African 
Union and the EU, and innovative 
initiatives such as the EU multi-stakeholder 
dialogue for sustainable cocoa;

Or. en

Amendment 8
Tomas Tobé

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Welcomes the new EU Trade 
Strategy published in February 2021, 
which places a special focus on Africa 
and highlights the need to promote 
greater sustainability in line with the 
commitment of fully implementing both 
the UN Sustainable Development Goals 
and the 2017 EU Joint Aid for Trade 
Strategy to support enhanced integration 
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in the world economy of vulnerable 
developing countries;

Or. en

Amendment 9
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Stresses that fair trade between the 
EU and Africa entails that African 
products access the EU market without 
the same degree of reciprocity for EU 
goods, given that some degree of 
protection is necessary to ensure the 
development of competitive and 
sustainable agriculture systems and 
nascent green industries in Africa;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Recalls that the Covid-19 
pandemic highlighted the vulnerability of 
the global supply chain, while giving a 
new impetus to the need to build regional 
markets in Africa, fostering intra-African 
trade, investment and value chains, for 
greater economic autonomy of the 
continent;

Or. en
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Amendment 11
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Recalls that resetting the 
partnership would mean the African 
Union and the EU could begin to address 
difficult issues derailed by the COVID 
pandemic, such as governance and civic 
space;

Or. en

Amendment 12
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho, Karsten Lucke

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 b. Recalls that the EU-African trade 
relations and initiatives, like the one on 
cocoa, must rely on transparent and 
reliable monitoring and accountability, 
and on civil society participation securing 
a bottom-up approach;

Or. en

Amendment 13
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the EU to actively support 
the new African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA),which presents a major 
opportunity for African countries to boost 

2. Calls on the EU to actively support 
the new African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA), which presents a major 
opportunity for African countries to boost 
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inclusive growth, enable sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and improve 
living standards; notes that the AfCFTA 
paves the way for a fundamental 
transformation of the continent’s 
development prospects;

inclusive growth, enable sustainable 
development, reduce poverty, generate 
high numbers of decent jobs, increase the 
competitiveness of African countries, 
achieve structural transformations within 
participating states and improve living 
standards; notes that the AfCFTA paves 
the way for a fundamental transformation 
of the continent’s development prospects, 
increase intra-African trade and turn 
Africa from being mainly a producer and 
exporter of commodities to a 
manufacturer of finished goods; stresses 
the need to provide appropriate technical 
support to AfCTA national committees 
and to ensure that they are open to the 
participation of civil society organizations, 
including those representing women, 
youth and minorities;

Or. en

Amendment 14
Miguel Urbán Crespo
on behalf of the The Left Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the EU to actively support 
the new African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA),which presents a major 
opportunity for African countries to boost 
inclusive growth, enable sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and improve 
living standards; notes that the AfCFTA 
paves the way for a fundamental 
transformation of the continent’s 
development prospects;

2. Calls on the EU to actively support 
the integration and development of the 
African economy; acknowledges that the 
new African Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA), could be an opportunity for 
African countries to boost fair trade and 
inclusive growth, enable sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and improve 
living standards; notes that the AfCFTA 
paves the way for a fundamental 
transformation of the continent’s 
development prospects; believes that, now 
more than ever after the Covid-19 
pandemic, on a global level, and 
especially with regard to Africa, new 
approaches should be taken to re-shape 
economic, commercial and trade relations 
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towards Fair and Ethical Trade based on 
principles of solidarity and cooperation.

Or. en

Amendment 15
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho, Karsten Lucke

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the EU to actively support 
the new African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA),which presents a major 
opportunity for African countries to boost 
inclusive growth, enable sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and improve 
living standards; notes that the AfCFTA 
paves the way for a fundamental 
transformation of the continent’s 
development prospects;

2. Calls on the EU to actively support 
the new African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA),which presents a major 
opportunity for African countries to boost 
inclusive growth, enable sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and improve 
living standards; notes that the AfCFTA 
paves the way for a fundamental 
transformation of the continent’s 
development prospects; emphasises that 
the AfCFTA should make for integration 
that benefits all African populations, 
including the most marginalised; recalls 
that there are developmental differences 
between African countries which must be 
taken into account in order not to 
increase inequalities; takes the view that 
EU support to the AfCFTA should focus 
on the development of regulatory 
frameworks to prevent a ‘race to the 
bottom’ of social and environmental 
norms;

Or. en

Amendment 16
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2



PE704.928v01-00 12/54 AM\1249119EN.docx

EN

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the EU to actively support 
the new African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA),which presents a major 
opportunity for African countries to boost 
inclusive growth, enable sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and improve 
living standards; notes that the AfCFTA 
paves the way for a fundamental 
transformation of the continent’s 
development prospects;

2. Calls on the EU to actively support 
the new African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA), which presents a major 
opportunity for African countries to boost 
inclusive growth, enable sustainable 
development, and reduce poverty and 
improve living standards; notes that the 
AfCFTA provides the ability to 
fundamentally transform the continent’s 
development prospects; takes the view that 
EU support to the African Continental 
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) be parallel to 
the development of regulative 
frameworks, to prevent a “race to the 
bottom” of social and environmental 
norms resulting from the removal of trade 
barriers;

Or. en

Amendment 17
Barry Andrews
on behalf of the Renew Group
Jan-Christoph Oetjen, María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos, Iskra Mihaylova

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the EU to actively support 
the new African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA),which presents a major 
opportunity for African countries to boost 
inclusive growth, enable sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and improve 
living standards; notes that the AfCFTA 
paves the way for a fundamental 
transformation of the continent’s 
development prospects;

2. Calls on the EU to actively support 
the new African Continental Free Trade 
Area(AfCFTA) and its free movement 
protocol, which presents a major 
opportunity for African countries to deepen 
economic integration, boost inclusive 
growth, enable sustainable development, 
reduce poverty, regularise mobility and 
improve living standards; notes that the 
AfCFTA provides the ability to 
fundamentally transform the continent’s 
development prospects; calls upon the EU 
to invest in capacity building and 
technical support in order to support the 
full implementation of the AfCFTA;
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Or. en

Amendment 18
Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the EU to actively support 
the new African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA),which presents a major 
opportunity for African countries to boost 
inclusive growth, enable sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and improve 
living standards; notes that the AfCFTA 
paves the way for a fundamental 
transformation of the continent’s 
development prospects;

2. Calls on the EU to actively support 
the new African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA),which presents a major 
opportunity for African countries to boost 
inclusive growth, enable sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and improve 
living standards; notes that the AfCFTA 
paves the way for a fundamental 
transformation of the continent’s 
development prospects and highlights the 
EU's unique role in offering assistance, 
given its own experience in developing the 
world's most advanced example of a 
regional trading bloc;

Or. en

Amendment 19
Ádám Kósa

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the EU to actively support 
the new African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA),which presents a major 
opportunity for African countries to boost 
inclusive growth, enable sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and improve 
living standards; notes that the AfCFTA 
paves the way for a fundamental 
transformation of the continent’s 
development prospects;

2. Calls on the EU to actively support 
the new African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA),which presents a major 
opportunity for African countries to boost 
intra-African trade, inclusive growth, 
enable sustainable development, reduce 
poverty and improve living standards by 
promoting sustainable growth and decent 
jobs; notes that the AfCFTA paves the way 
for a fundamental transformation of the 
continent’s development prospects;
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Or. en

Amendment 20
Beata Kempa, Ryszard Czarnecki
on behalf of the ECR Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the EU to actively support 
the new African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA),which presents a major 
opportunity for African countries to boost 
inclusive growth, enable sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and improve 
living standards;

2. Calls on the EU to actively support 
the new African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA), an ambitious economic 
integration initiative which presents a 
major opportunity for African countries to 
boost inclusive growth, enable sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and improve 
living standards; notes that the AfCFTA 
paves the way for a fundamental 
transformation of the continent’s 
development prospects;

Or. pl

Amendment 21
Barry Andrews
on behalf of the Renew Group
Jan-Christoph Oetjen, María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos, Iskra Mihaylova

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 a. Underlines that enhancing the 
quality of intercontinental trade will 
require regularising mobility and 
migration on the African continent; 
insists - though trade policy may, in 
certain circumstances, minimise forced 
migration through job creation - neither 
the EU’s trade policy nor its development 
assistance should be leveraged to secure 
third countries’ cooperation on migration, 
which could undermine the EU’s 
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principles and values and the primary 
objective of poverty reduction; recalls, in 
this regard, that forced migration can 
only be resolved by creating legal 
pathways, enhancing international 
protection and addressing the broader 
development, political, climate and 
humanitarian crises that lead to forced 
displacement;

Or. en

Amendment 22
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 a. Recalls the statement of the UN 
Economic Commission for Africa 
indicating that it believes the economic 
partnership agreements between the EU 
and African countries could have negative 
consequences for intra-African trade; 
points out that none of the EPAs in place 
today correspond to the existing 8 
Regional Economic Communities (RECs) 
in Africa, thereby undermining their 
integration dynamics; stresses that a 
partnership of equals entails to take into 
account the concerns of African countries 
in terms of economic diversification, 
industrialisation, loss of government 
revenues and regional integration;

Or. en

Amendment 23
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

2 a. Believes that the AU-EU 
partnership should seek to build on 
potential synergies, and deploy 
accompanying measures to contribute to 
the African priority of sustainable and 
green industrialisation; underlines that 
the long-term objective of industrial 
development needs to be appropriately 
matched by short-term programmes and 
initiatives that ensure continuity and 
coherence with regional and continental 
frameworks, especially by building on 
existing initiatives like the Boosting Intra-
Africa Trade initiative (BIAT) of the 
African Union;

Or. en

Amendment 24
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho, Karsten Lucke

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 a. Underlines that EU-Africa trade 
and economic cooperation should give 
priority to regional integration on the 
African continent; calls for the Union to 
step up its support for African integration 
strategies and ensure that there is 
consistency between the continental, 
regional and national levels at which it is 
implemented;

Or. en

Amendment 25
Miguel Urbán Crespo
on behalf of the The Left Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

2 a. Emphasises that the AfCFTA 
should make for integration that benefits 
all African populations, including the 
most marginalised; recalls that there are 
developmental differences between 
African countries which must be taken 
into account in order not to increase 
inequalities.

Or. en

Amendment 26
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 b. Urges the EU to acknowledge 
diverging views on EPAs, to find concrete 
solutions to respond to African countries 
concerns and to refrain from launching 
or broadening EPA negotiations, 
including through the “rendez-vous” 
clauses unless ACP countries proactively 
make such demand; more broadly, 
reiterates its request to have an in-depth 
analysis on the impact of EPAs, and its 
compliance with the SDGs and the 
principle of Policy Coherence for 
Development;

Or. en

Amendment 27
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 b (new)



PE704.928v01-00 18/54 AM\1249119EN.docx

EN

Draft opinion Amendment

2 b. Points out that the “Aid for trade” 
agenda should play a role in mobilizing 
resources to address trade-related 
constraints, financing infrastructure 
needs and helping to build the capacity of 
African countries to establish appropriate 
regulatory structures;

Or. en

Amendment 28
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Emphasises that economic 
partnership agreements need to support the 
various regional trade communities in 
Africa and the further development of the 
AfCFTA, contribute to the building of 
resilient and sustainable regional value 
chains, and help to boost and diversify 
intra-African trade; calls for chapters 
ensuring consistency with development 
needs and policies and the UN sustainable 
development goals to always be included 
and implemented;

3. Is of the opinion that EPAs should 
be considered to be, first and foremost, an 
instrument of development cooperation 
rather than trade liberalisation; regrets 
that current EPAs place too much weight 
on trade liberalisation, which prevents the 
consolidation of nascent industries in the 
African countries due to competition of 
EU products; emphasises that economic 
partnership agreements should support and 
be coherent with the various regional trade 
communities in Africa and the further 
development of the AfCFTA, contribute to 
the building of resilient and sustainable 
regional value chains, and help to boost 
and diversify intra-African trade; calls for 
chapters ensuring consistency with 
development needs and policies and the 
UN sustainable development goals to 
always be included, monitored and 
implemented; stresses the need to generate 
economic opportunities for African 
women, especially by providing them with 
ICTs skills and encouraging employers to 
hire more women, and improve gender 
equality in all social fields across the 
continent;
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Or. en

Amendment 29
Miguel Urbán Crespo
on behalf of the The Left Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Emphasises that economic 
partnership agreements need to support 
the various regional trade communities in 
Africa and the further development of the 
AfCFTA, contribute to the building of 
resilient and sustainable regional value 
chains, and help to boost and diversify 
intra-African trade; calls for chapters 
ensuring consistency with development 
needs and policies and the UN sustainable 
development goals to always be included 
and implemented;

3. Calls for the systematic inclusion 
of binding and enforceable mechanisms 
for the implementation of TSD chapters 
on human rights, labour and 
environmental standards in all currently 
negotiated and future EPAs; reiterates the 
need of an in-depth analysis on the impact 
of EPAs and trade liberalization 
agreements on African countries, intra 
African markets and local economies and 
the need to review these agreements in 
order for them to be coherent with the 
SDGs and Article 208 of the TFEU;

Or. en

Amendment 30
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Emphasises that economic 
partnership agreements need to support the 
various regional trade communities in 
Africa and the further development of the 
AfCFTA, contribute to the building of 
resilient and sustainable regional value 
chains, and help to boost and diversify 
intra-African trade; calls for chapters 
ensuring consistency with development 
needs and policies and the UN sustainable 

3. Emphasises that Economic 
Partnership Agreements (EPAs) need to 
support the various regional trade 
communities in Africa and the further 
development of the AfCFTA and 
contribute to the building of resilient, and 
sustainable local and regional value 
chains, boosting and diversifying intra-
African trade; underlines that the interim 
EPAs do not have a specific trade and 
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development goals to always be included 
and implemented;

sustainable development chapter; and 
accordingly, calls for the systematic and 
consistent inclusion and implementation 
of Trade and Sustainable Development 
chapters on human rights, labour and 
environmental standards in all currently 
negotiated and future EPAs, ensuring 
coherence with development needs and 
policies and the SDGs, especially with 
regard to their impact on deforestation, 
climate change and biodiversity loss and 
the ILO Decent work agenda; in addition, 
stresses the importance of including the 
objective of combating forced labour and 
child labour in TSD chapters of Union 
trade agreements;

Or. en

Amendment 31
Barry Andrews
on behalf of the Renew Group
Jan-Christoph Oetjen, María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos, Iskra Mihaylova

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Emphasises that economic 
partnership agreements need to support the 
various regional trade communities in 
Africa and the further development of the 
AfCFTA, contribute to the building of 
resilient and sustainable regional value 
chains, and help to boost and diversify 
intra-African trade; calls for chapters 
ensuring consistency with development 
needs and policies and the UN sustainable 
development goals to always be included 
and implemented;

3. Emphasises that economic 
partnership agreements need to support the 
various regional trade communities in 
Africa and the further development of the 
AfCFTA, contribute to the building of 
resilient and sustainable regional value 
chains, and help to boost and diversify 
intra-African trade; calls for chapters 
ensuring consistency with development 
needs and policies and the UN sustainable 
development goals to always be included 
and implemented; recalls that the 
implementation of sustainability chapters 
must be accompanied in parallel by 
capacity building through the EU’s 
development assistance and other 
investments to assist partner countries in 
honouring their commitments, and that 
civil society actors should be further 
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involved in monitoring; insists that, in 
order for EPAs to positively contribute to 
development on the African continent, a 
significant effort must be made by the EU 
to simplify and harmonise Rules of Origin 
at the international level and to provide 
technical support to ensure that EU 
standards are not experienced as non-
tarriff barriers to trade;

Or. en

Amendment 32
Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Emphasises that economic 
partnership agreements need to support the 
various regional trade communities in 
Africa and the further development of the 
AfCFTA, contribute to the building of 
resilient and sustainable regional value 
chains, and help to boost and diversify 
intra-African trade; calls for chapters 
ensuring consistency with development 
needs and policies and the UN sustainable 
development goals to always be included 
and implemented;

3. Emphasises that economic 
partnership agreements need to support the 
various regional trade communities in 
Africa and the further development of the 
AfCFTA, contribute to the building of 
resilient and sustainable regional value 
chains, and help to boost and diversify 
intra-African trade; welcomes the EU's 
existing "stepping stone" agreements 
made with Ghana and Côte d'Ivoire, as 
well as the launch of a strategic dialogue 
with Kenya that aims to implement 
elements of the concluded EPA bilaterally 
where progress as a whole is stalled; calls 
on the EU to pursue this process with 
other states where possible; calls for 
chapters ensuring consistency with 
development needs and policies and the 
UN sustainable development goals to 
always be included and implemented;

Or. en

Amendment 33
Tomas Tobé
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Emphasises that economic 
partnership agreements need to support the 
various regional trade communities in 
Africa and the further development of the 
AfCFTA, contribute to the building of 
resilient and sustainable regional value 
chains, and help to boost and diversify 
intra-African trade; calls for chapters 
ensuring consistency with development 
needs and policies and the UN sustainable 
development goals to always be included 
and implemented;

3. Emphasises that economic 
partnership agreements need to support the 
various regional trade communities in 
Africa and the further development of the 
AfCFTA, contribute to the building of 
resilient and sustainable regional value 
chains, and help to boost and diversify 
intra-African trade; calls for chapters 
ensuring consistency with development 
needs and policies and the UN sustainable 
development goals to always be included 
and implemented, taking into account in 
particular climate change (and the need 
for climate change mitigation measures), 
desertification/deforestation and 
biodiversity; stresses the opportunities that 
different trade agreements represent from 
a sustainable development perspective;

Or. en

Amendment 34
Ádám Kósa

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Emphasises that economic 
partnership agreements need to support the 
various regional trade communities in 
Africa and the further development of the 
AfCFTA, contribute to the building of 
resilient and sustainable regional value 
chains, and help to boost and diversify 
intra-African trade; calls for chapters 
ensuring consistency with development 
needs and policies and the UN sustainable 
development goals to always be included 
and implemented;

3. Emphasises that economic 
partnership agreements need to support the 
various regional trade communities in 
Africa and the further development of the 
AfCFTA, contribute to the building of 
resilient and sustainable regional value 
chains, and help to boost and diversify 
intra-African trade; calls for chapters 
ensuring consistency with development 
needs and policies and the UN sustainable 
development goals to always be included 
and implemented; highlights the role of 
water as a key building block for social 
and economic resilience especially in the 
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context of food and nutrition security

Or. en

Amendment 35
Miguel Urbán Crespo
on behalf of the The Left Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 a. Stresses that trade liberalization 
could have an impact on deforestation, 
climate change and biodiversity loss as 
well as on food production and access to 
food. Believes that the future EU-Africa 
trade and investment relations should be 
based on a commercial policy that favours 
the defence of forests and biodiversity, the 
development of local agriculture and local 
producers and farmers, to promote full 
food sovereignty and to reduce the 
phenomenon of land grabbing and 
deforestation for agricultural export use.

Or. en

Amendment 36
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 a. Points out that EPAs can 
potentially undermine African continental 
trade integration because of their 
fragmented nature and non-alignment 
with existing regional frameworks; 
underlines that the current orientation of 
EPAs could thwart the efforts of African 
countries to industrialise; regrets that 
labour rights commitments in EPAs are 



PE704.928v01-00 24/54 AM\1249119EN.docx

EN

weak and that there is no guarantee that 
jobs created in partner countries will 
comply with the standards laid down in 
the ILO core conventions;

Or. en

Amendment 37
Miguel Urbán Crespo
on behalf of the The Left Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 b. Calls on the EU to review export 
tax restrictions and WTO + TRIPS+ 
provisions in current and future EPAs 
and FTAs, to allow African countries to 
better answer to the economic and health 
crisis and make full use of compulsory 
licensing; reiterates its calls on the 
Commission to support, at all levels of the 
WTO, the proposal for a temporary waiver 
on IPRs for COVID 19 vaccines, 
medicines, diagnostics and equipment, 
and to engage in text-based discussions 
without further delay;

Or. en

Amendment 38
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 b. Notes that, despite the large 
abolishment of export subsidies and 
coupled subsidy payments, CAP direct 
payments to EU farmers continue to 
account for up to 50% of total farm 
income in the EU; regrets that EU 
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spending in agricultural development in 
African countries is small in relation to 
the needs for innovation and increase of 
production capacity; calls on the 
Commission and Member States to 
provide more support to African 
agricultural development;

Or. en

Amendment 39
Miguel Urbán Crespo
on behalf of the The Left Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 c. Calls for reviewing the economic 
policies and the so called "structural 
reforms" promoted in the last decades by 
the IMF and the World Bank and also by 
African and European countries, which 
have increased African and southern 
countries’ dependence on debt, privatized 
common and strategic goods and 
weakened public sectors, increased social 
inequalities and the precariousness of 
work.

Or. en

Amendment 40
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 c. Is deeply concerned that EPAs 
with countries of the Economic 
Community of West Africa States 
(ECOWAS) have boosted a large volume 
of EU dairy exports to Western African 
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countries, especially milk powder, which 
hinder local production, aggravate 
unemployment, contribute to food 
insecurity and consolidate rural malaise;

Or. en

Amendment 41
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 d. Points out that the inclusion of the 
most-favored-nation (MFN) clause in the 
EPAs could pose a threat to the AfCFTA; 
stresses that the principle of reciprocity 
between all countries, whatever their 
situation, should be replaced by 
reciprocity between equals, differentiating 
between those who find themselves in very 
different situations;

Or. en

Amendment 42
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Welcomes the reform of the 
Generalised Scheme of Preferences as one 
of the EU’s key trade instruments for 
supporting developing countries in their 
efforts to promote sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and ensure 
respect for human rights; welcomes, in 
particular, the aim to facilitate increased 
economic growth and job creation in 
developing countries on the African 

4. Welcomes the reform of the EU 
Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP) 
as one of the EU’s key trade instruments 
for supporting developing countries in their 
efforts to promote sustainable development 
and economic diversification, reduce 
poverty and ensure respect for human 
rights; welcomes in particular the aim to 
facilitate increased economic growth and 
job creation in developing countries on the 
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continent; calls on the EU to make sure 
that European trade policy does not 
contradict efforts by African partners to 
establish viable economic structures.

African continent; stresses that enhanced 
social and environmental conditionality to 
benefit from preferential trade 
preferences should be embedded into the 
technical and financial assistance projects 
under the NDICI-Global Europe 
instrument. targeting notably those 
benefiting from the special arrangements 
given their vulnerability and lack of 
economic diversification; calls on the EU 
to make sure that European Trade policy 
does not contradict efforts from African 
partners to establish viable economic 
structures; calls, accordingly, for the 
removal of the provisions in the GSP 
Regulation which are linked to EU 
interests only, namely those 
conditionalities linked to migration and 
access to raw materials; recalls that the 
GSP regime should support the regional 
integration process of the African 
continent;

Or. en

Amendment 43
Barry Andrews
on behalf of the Renew Group
Jan-Christoph Oetjen, María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos, Iskra Mihaylova

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Welcomes the reform of the 
Generalised Scheme of Preferences as one 
of the EU’s key trade instruments for 
supporting developing countries in their 
efforts to promote sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and ensure 
respect for human rights; welcomes, in 
particular, the aim to facilitate increased 
economic growth and job creation in 
developing countries on the African 
continent; calls on the EU to make sure 
that European trade policy does not 
contradict efforts by African partners to 

4. Welcomes the reform of the 
Generalised Scheme of Preferences as one 
of the EU’s key trade instruments for 
supporting developing countries in their 
efforts to promote sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and ensure 
respect for human rights; welcomes, in 
particular, the aim to facilitate increased 
economic growth and job creation in 
developing countries on the African 
continent; calls on the EU to make sure 
that European trade policy does not 
contradict efforts by African partners to 
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establish viable economic structures. establish viable economic structures, 
particularly in agriculture, which is a key 
sector for job creation, tackling food 
insecurity and malnutrition;

Or. en

Amendment 44
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Welcomes the reform of the 
Generalised Scheme of Preferences as one 
of the EU’s key trade instruments for 
supporting developing countries in their 
efforts to promote sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and ensure 
respect for human rights; welcomes, in 
particular, the aim to facilitate increased 
economic growth and job creation in 
developing countries on the African 
continent; calls on the EU to make sure 
that European trade policy does not 
contradict efforts by African partners to 
establish viable economic structures.

4. Welcomes the reform of the 
Generalised Scheme of Preferences as one 
of the EU’s key trade instruments for 
supporting developing countries in their 
efforts to promote sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and ensure 
respect for human rights; welcomes, in 
particular, the aim to facilitate increased 
economic growth and job creation in 
developing countries on the African 
continent; urges the EU to ensure that 
European trade policy towards Africa is 
fully in line with the principle of Policy 
Coherence for Sustainable Development 
(PCSD) and that it does not contradict 
efforts by African partners to establish 
viable economic structures.

Or. en

Amendment 45
Tomas Tobé

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Welcomes the reform of the 
Generalised Scheme of Preferences as one 
of the EU’s key trade instruments for 

4. Welcomes the reform of the 
Generalised Scheme of Preferences as one 
of the EU’s key trade instruments for 
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supporting developing countries in their 
efforts to promote sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and ensure 
respect for human rights; welcomes, in 
particular, the aim to facilitate increased 
economic growth and job creation in 
developing countries on the African 
continent; calls on the EU to make sure 
that European trade policy does not 
contradict efforts by African partners to 
establish viable economic structures.

supporting developing countries in their 
efforts to promote sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and ensure 
respect for human rights, in order to meet 
today’s challenges, shortcomings and 
ambitions; welcomes, in particular, the aim 
to facilitate increased economic growth and 
job creation in developing countries on the 
African continent; calls on the EU to make 
sure that European trade policy does not 
contradict efforts by African partners to 
establish viable economic structures, for 
example in the agricultural sector;

Or. en

Amendment 46
Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Welcomes the reform of the 
Generalised Scheme of Preferences as one 
of the EU’s key trade instruments for 
supporting developing countries in their 
efforts to promote sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and ensure 
respect for human rights; welcomes, in 
particular, the aim to facilitate increased 
economic growth and job creation in 
developing countries on the African 
continent; calls on the EU to make sure 
that European trade policy does not 
contradict efforts by African partners to 
establish viable economic structures.

4. Welcomes the reform of the 
Generalised Scheme of Preferences as one 
of the EU’s key trade instruments for 
supporting developing countries in their 
efforts to promote sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and 
ensure respect for human rights; welcomes, 
in particular, the aim to facilitate export 
diversification, increased economic growth 
and job creation in developing countries on 
the African continent; calls on the EU to 
make sure that European trade policy does 
not contradict efforts by African partners to 
establish viable economic structures

Or. en

Amendment 47
Beata Kempa, Ryszard Czarnecki
on behalf of the ECR Group

Draft opinion
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Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Welcomes the reform of the 
Generalised Scheme of Preferences as one 
of the EU’s key trade instruments for 
supporting developing countries in their 
efforts to promote sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and ensure 
respect for human rights; welcomes, in 
particular, the aim to facilitate increased 
economic growth and job creation in 
developing African countries; calls on the 
EU to make sure that European trade 
policy does not contradict efforts by 
African partners to establish viable 
economic structures.

4. Welcomes the reform of the 
Generalised Scheme of Preferences as one 
of the EU’s key trade instruments for 
supporting developing countries in their 
efforts to promote sustainable 
development, reduce poverty and ensure 
respect for human rights; welcomes, in 
particular, the aim to facilitate increased 
economic growth, job creation, stimuli to 
investment and the development of the 
private sector in developing African 
countries; calls on the EU to make sure that 
European trade policy does not contradict 
efforts by African partners to establish 
viable economic structures.

Or. pl

Amendment 48
Beata Kempa, Ryszard Czarnecki
on behalf of the ECR Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 – subparagraph 1 (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

Stresses that Africa is a key geographical 
priority in the EU's new trade strategy; 
underlines in this regard the importance 
of a more robust dialogue between the EU 
and Africa, a deepening of trade 
agreements in response to increased 
demand from African partners for the 
partnership to be extended beyond the 
trade in goods, and the implementation of 
initiatives to facilitate investment;

Or. pl

Amendment 49
Tomas Tobé
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Notes that the development of 
deeper economic and trade ties with 
Africa necessitates further development of 
transport and digital infrastructure with 
and within Africa, which in turn requires 
modern, sustainable investments on a 
large scale, respecting in particular social 
and environmental standards and the 
Paris agreement, and which can only be 
achieved by leveraging public and private 
financing; stresses that the EU and 
European businesses should get fully 
involved in developing such 
infrastructure, also in view of keeping a 
strong EU presence on the ground to 
balance the activities of other players; 
welcomes in this regard the newly adopted 
Joint Communication Global Gateway, 
which pays particular attention to Africa 
and aims to address the infrastructure-
financing gap in low and middle-income 
countries, which has widened greatly 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, and help 
develop their climate, energy, transport 
and digital infrastructure and strengthen 
their health and education systems; 
emphasises, in particular, the importance 
to facilitate investment in sustainable 
infrastructure and regulatory 
environment for the local production of 
medicine and medical technologies, to 
help integrate the current fragmented 
markets;

Or. en

Amendment 50
Miguel Urbán Crespo
on behalf of the The Left Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Believes that a crucial element for 
the sustainable development of the 
African countries and a fair partnership 
with the EU is to guarantee local and 
national public control over common 
goods and natural resources, which 
guarantees the possibility for countries to 
have domestic economic resources and to 
invest in human development; calls 
therefore on the Commission to include 
safeguard clauses intrade and investment 
agreements with African countries to 
prevent the risk of privatization of 
common goods and public sectors such as 
education, health and water.

Or. en

Amendment 51
Barry Andrews
on behalf of the Renew Group
Jan-Christoph Oetjen, María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos, Iskra Mihaylova

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Welcomes the mobilisation of up to 
€300 billion between 2021 and 2027 
under the Global Gateway initiative, 
which, if well-designed, could boost local 
and regional development and facilitate 
intercontinental trade; calls on the 
Commission to ensure that sustainable 
trade and development are at the core of 
this initiative, inter alia, by focusing on 
updating border and transport 
infrastructure, targeting SMEs and 
ensuring that investments are easily 
accessible to them by limiting any 
unnecessary red tape;

Or. en
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Amendment 52
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho, Karsten Lucke, 
Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Considers that the EU-African 
partnership should especially support 
female and youth entrepreneurship in 
rural and urban areas, and that to do so it 
is essential to support equal access to 
economic and productive resources such 
as financial services and land rights; calls 
for the development of exchanges between 
African and European female 
entrepreneurs by means of platforms that 
enable networking, experience-sharing 
and the production of common projects;

Or. en

Amendment 53
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Recalls that the Addis Ababa 
Action Agenda (AAAA) on financing for 
development highlighted the need to 
mobilise more domestic resources for 
achieving SDGs; recalls that one of the 
main objectives for African countries is to 
climb up the global value chain through 
economic diversification; but recalls that 
commodity dependence remains one of 
the main development challenges for 
poorer African economies, which failed 
by and large to diversify their export;
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Or. en

Amendment 54
Barry Andrews
on behalf of the Renew Group
Jan-Christoph Oetjen, María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos, Iskra Mihaylova

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 b. Supports ongoing initiatives to 
ensure that EU trade policy fosters 
sustainable production and consumption; 
eagerly awaits the forthcoming legislative 
proposal on the Sustainable Product 
Initiative; recalls the European 
Parliament’s overwhelming support for 
an ambitious legislative proposal on 
mandatory corporate due diligence, which 
would fundamentally transform supply 
and value chains and ensure that EU-
Africa trade relations contribute to 
sustainable development; calls upon the 
European Commission to ensure 
continuous and broad consultation with 
relevant stakeholders throughout the 
legislative process for the abovementioned 
initiatives, especially civil society 
organisations in the EU and Africa.

Or. en

Amendment 55
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 b. Recalls that the EU request to ban 
export taxes on raw materials has been a 
long-lasting stumbling block in the 
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negotiation process on EPAs; stresses that 
for those economies which almost 
exclusively base its revenues on the 
exploitation of natural resources, 
prohibition of such taxes may lock them 
in aid dependency, while hampering their 
economic diversification; stresses the 
right of African countries to regulate raw 
materials in their public interest and calls 
on the EU to refrain from adopting a 
trade policy that, as a general rule, 
prohibits African countries from levying 
export taxes on raw materials, insofar as 
it is WTO-compatible;

Or. en

Amendment 56
Miguel Urbán Crespo
on behalf of the The Left Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 b. Reiterates its call for an EU legal 
framework based on corporate mandatory 
due diligence on human rights violations 
in supply chains and provide access to 
justice for victims; believes that such 
obligations should be cross-sectorial and 
apply in particular to the financial sector; 
invites the Commission to continue and 
reinforce its engagement in the 
negotiations for the establishment of a 
UN Binding Treaty on Transnational 
Corporations and OBE with respect to 
Human Rights.

Or. en

Amendment 57
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho, Karsten Lucke, 
Patrizia Toia
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 b. Recalls that the position of women 
can be strengthened with strong 
provisions in trade agreements on gender 
and trade; calls in this regard on the 
Commission to assist the African Union 
with the implementation of its Strategy for 
Gender Equality and Women’s 
Empowerment and to implement 
measures that contribute to the 
achievement of gender equality in its 
trade agreements with African countries;

Or. en

Amendment 58
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 c. Stresses the key role attributed to 
the EU External Investment Plan (EIP), 
and notably the European Fund for 
Sustainable Development as its first pillar, 
for shaping EU trade and investment 
policy towards Africa, in parallel with the 
EPAs; recalls its emphasis put on 
improving the investment climate in 
partner countries; stresses that the EU’s 
commitment to boost private sector 
investment for achieving the SDGs shall 
be tantamount to the definition of 
mandatory human rights, social rights 
and environmental due diligence 
obligations, based on the UN Guiding 
Principles on Business and Human 
rights, which shall apply to the whole 
value chain and include provisions on 
access to justice;
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Or. en

Amendment 59
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho, Karsten Lucke, 
Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 c. Calls on the EU and its member 
states to make a commitment to support 
African countries to implement ambitious 
and just climate action; calls on the EU 
that financing under the new NDICI 
instrument must champion a human 
rights-based approach that makes local 
communities and indigenous peoples 
central to climate, environmental and 
development efforts, starting with civil 
society and community consultation;

Or. en

Amendment 60
Miguel Urbán Crespo
on behalf of the The Left Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 c. Recalls that African economies are 
spending up to five times their health 
budgets on debt repayments; urges the 
Commission, the G20 and EU member 
states, international financial institutions 
and donors to take more decisive and 
urgent action on debt relief, with a view to 
a full cancellation of debt;

Or. en



PE704.928v01-00 38/54 AM\1249119EN.docx

EN

Amendment 61
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho, Karsten Lucke, 
Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 d. Recalls that Africa is home to 
exceptional biodiversity; expresses its 
deep concern about over exploitation of 
natural resources and the impact of 
reduced biodiversity on resilience levels; 
is particularly concerned by the fact that 
the pace of deforestation is increasing in 
Africa; points out that the destruction of 
the African rainforests leads to an 
irreversible loss of biodiversity and of 
carbon sinks, as well as of the homes and 
ways of life of indigenous communities 
living in the forests; recalls that forests 
contribute significantly to reaching 
climate targets, protecting biodiversity and 
preventing desertification and extremes 
oil erosion;

Or. en

Amendment 62
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 d. Urges the EU to better anchor its 
trade and investment engagement with 
Africa on African priorities and 
initiatives, notably the AU’s Agenda 2063 
and the African Continental Free Trade 
Agreement, and supporting African 
institutions and trade stakeholders; more 
broadly, calls on the EU to fully commit to 
the principle of Policy Coherence for 
Development, especially in a context 
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where the design of the EU External 
Investment Plan results in integrating EU 
aid with EU trade interests and private 
sector promotion to support geostrategic 
ambitions;

Or. en

Amendment 63
Miguel Urbán Crespo
on behalf of the The Left Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 d. Recalls the importance of 
supporting small holder farmers and the 
development of local products and 
markets in order to promote food 
sovereignty , avoiding the promotion of an 
exclusively export-oriented model of 
agriculture that could contribute to 
deforestation and land grabbing 
processes;

Or. en

Amendment 64
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho, Karsten Lucke, 
Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 e. Calls for the link between public 
health and biodiversity in line with the 
‘one health’ approach to be taken into 
account; welcomes the announcement of 
the NaturAfrica initiative, which aims to 
protect wildlife and ecosystems, and the 
review of the action plan against wildlife 
trafficking; stresses that the NaturAfrica 
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initiative should be developed in 
consultation with all stakeholders, paying 
particular attention to the rights of local 
communities, indigenous peoples, and 
women; underlines that it should support 
African governments and local 
populations in tackling major drivers of 
biodiversity loss and environmental 
degradation in a holistic and systematic 
way, including by offering support for 
well managed protected area networks; 
urges the EU and Africa to recognise and 
protect indigenous people’s rights to 
customary ownership and control of their 
lands and natural resources as set out in 
the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous People and International 
Labour Organization Convention 169, 
and to comply with the principle of free, 
prior and informed consent;

Or. en

Amendment 65
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 e. Warns against developing a double 
standard policy regarding the rights and 
obligations of corporations in investment 
and trade treaties;notes with deep concern 
that international investment agreements 
(IIA) usually include the Investor-State 
Dispute Settlement mechanism (ISDS), 
which triggered off an unprecedented 
boom of claims against African countries 
between 2013 and 2018, with European 
investors initiating the majority of the 
lawsuits[1];
[1] “ISDS in numbers. Impacts of 
Investment Arbitration against African 
States”, Transnational Institute (October 
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2019)

Or. en

Amendment 66
Miguel Urbán Crespo
on behalf of the The Left Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 e. Highlights the importance of the 
commitment of Article 83 of the new 
partnership agreement between the EU 
and the OACPS countries to “undertake 
measures to tackle tax avoidance, tax 
evasion and other harmful tax practices"; 
calls on the EU to include in the trade and 
investment agreements concrete and 
enforceable measures to support African 
countries in combatting illicit financial 
flows and tax evasion by EU companies 
and multinationals, to ensure taxes are 
paid where profits and real economic 
value is created, in order to stop base 
erosion and profit-shifting;

Or. en

Amendment 67
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho, Karsten Lucke, 
Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 f (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 f. Points out the central importance 
of the agricultural and food sectors in the 
economy and in providing decent and 
sustainable job opportunities in rural 
areas; underlines that this, in most cases, 
concerns smallholdings and family farms; 
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notes the importance of promoting and 
enhancing measures and tools to support 
increasing product quality, diversification 
of products, sustainable modernisation of 
agricultural practices, safe working 
conditions and measures to strengthen the 
resilience of farmers; considers that the 
development of a sustainable agricultural 
sector and of rural areas should be at the 
centre of EU-Africa relations;

Or. en

Amendment 68
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 f (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 f. Stresses the need to shift the focus 
away from a system that prioritizes 
investor protection to one that emphasizes 
the advancement of national and global 
development goals through sustainable 
investment;

Or. en

Amendment 69
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho, Karsten Lucke, 
Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 g (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 g. Welcomes the fact that the new 
EU-Africa partnership advocates for the 
development of environmentally friendly 
agricultural practices; recalls the fact that 
agroecology’s capacity to reconcile the 
economic, environmental and social 



AM\1249119EN.docx 43/54 PE704.928v01-00

EN

dimensions of sustainability has been 
recognised in landmark reports from the 
IPCC and IPBES, as well as the World 
Bank and FAO-led global agricultural 
assessment (IAASTD); stresses the 
importance of promoting agroecology, 
agroforestry, local production and 
sustainable food systems which focus on 
the development of short supply chains in 
both national policies and international 
fora, in order to ensure food and 
nutritional security for all as well as 
increasing the sustainable productivity of 
the agricultural sector and its resilience to 
climate change;

Or. en

Amendment 70
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 g (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 g. Urges the EU to review its 
investment treaties, to ensure a fair 
balance between rights and obligations 
for investors to respect human rights, the 
environment, and refrain from illegal 
action, such as corruption and fraud; 
stresses the need to include obligations on 
home states to support sustainable 
investment and allow victims to seek 
justice in the home state of the investor;

Or. en

Amendment 71
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho, Karsten Lucke

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 h (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

4 h. Underlines that the use of 
pesticides in intensive agriculture in 
Africa can impact the health of workers 
who have very little access to training on 
plant protection and healthcare, in 
addition to causing environmental 
damage; calls for education and training 
in sustainable plant protection 
approaches and alternatives to pesticides 
and for the minimisation of exposure to 
hazardous substances; denounces the 
double standards applied by the EU 
regarding pesticides by allowing the 
export of hazardous substances that are 
banned in the EU to African countries 
and other third countries; asks, therefore, 
for the modification of the current EU 
rules in order to eliminate this legal 
incoherence, in line with the Rotterdam 
Convention of 1998 and the Green Deal;

Or. en

Amendment 72
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 h (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 h. Calls on the Commission to 
promote sustainable investments to 
advance towards a carbon-free economy, 
in line with its pledge in the Glasgow 
Climate Pact, while ensuring a 
responsible and sustainable sourcing and 
management of natural resources and 
raw materials, as well as sustainable 
waste management in line with its Green 
Deal objectives;

Or. en
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Amendment 73
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 i (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 i. Encourages African countries, at a 
time when UNICA reports that many of 
the investments treaties concluded in the 
1990s-early 2000s have recently expired 
or are about to expire, to review and 
reform its investment and double taxation 
treaties according to their development 
needs; to this effect, believes that the 
African Continental Free Trade Area and 
the ongoing regional integration efforts 
provide a good opportunity to rebalance 
the international investment regime so 
that it becomes responsible, equitable and 
conducive to sustainable development;

Or. en

Amendment 74
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 i (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 i. Is deeply concerned about the high 
dependence of African states on food 
imports, especially from the European 
Union, particularly when these imports 
are made up of subsidised products whose 
low price represents harmful competition 
for small-scale agriculture in Africa;

Or. en

Amendment 75
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 j (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 j. Is concerned by the Common 
Agricultural Policy-supported exports of 
European milk powder to West Africa, 
given that the tripling of exports since the 
EU lifted its milk quotas in 2015 has had 
disastrous consequences for local herders 
and farmers who cannot compete; calls 
on the Commission to work on solutions 
with African governments and 
stakeholders; is concerned that this 
asymmetric relation is intensifying the 
root causes for migration;

Or. en

Amendment 76
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 j (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 j. Underlines that the disruptions 
triggered by COVID-19 have shone a 
spotlight on the vulnerabilities of the 
global food system; urges the Commission 
to develop a strategy to gradually shift 
away from trade-oriented agricultural 
policies to local and regional markets, 
which hold major potential to address 
current food system failures;

Or. en

Amendment 77
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 k (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 k. Is worried about the high 
dependence of African states on food 
imports from the EU, particularly 
subsidised products that represent 
harmful competition for small-scale local 
agriculture; calls on the EU to ensure that 
its trade and investment policy 
respects inter alia the 2018 UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and 
Other People Working in Rural Areas; 
the FAO Voluntary Guidelines of Tenure, 
Land and Forests and for Securing 
Sustainable Small Scale Fisheries, the 
UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, and Free, Prior and 
Informed Consent, as set out in the ILO 
Convention 169;

Or. en

Amendment 78
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho, Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 k (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 k. Recalls that hunger and food 
insecurity are again increasing across the 
world and that they will continue to 
increase unless prompt action is taken, 
and that Africa is significantly off track to 
achieve the zero hunger target (SDG 2) in 
2030; recalls that the end of malnutrition 
in all its forms and SDG 2 should be 
considered as priorities in the new 
partnership, with particular attention paid 
to people in the most vulnerable 
situations;

Or. en



PE704.928v01-00 48/54 AM\1249119EN.docx

EN

Amendment 79
Pierrette Herzberger-Fofana, Caroline Roose, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 l (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 l. Underlines the trade-related 
impact of the digitisation of economic 
activities and its associated trade-in-
services dynamics; reminds that African 
countries need to preserve and expand 
their policy space to undertake digital 
industrialisation; urges the EU to take on 
board African priorities and to refrain 
from negotiating digital clauses in 
investment agreements that would restrict 
their ability to regulate, redistribute the 
profits, improve their public services or 
hinder their local technological 
development strategy;

Or. en

Amendment 80
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho, Karsten Lucke, 
Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 l (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 l. Stresses that COVID-19 and the 
ensuing economic crisis and closure of 
borders, locust infestations and 
desertification have deteriorated the 
already difficult food security situation in 
Africa and shone a spotlight on the 
vulnerabilities of the global food system; 
stresses the potential of local and regional 
markets to address current food system 
failures;
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Or. en

Amendment 81
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho, Karsten Lucke, 
Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 m (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 m. Calls for the EU-Africa 
partnership to focus its efforts in the area 
of agriculture on safeguarding African 
countries’ right to food sovereignty and 
on increasing their food security as a 
priority, as well as enhancing their 
capacity to meet the nutritional 
requirements of their populations;

Or. en

Amendment 82
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho, Karsten Lucke, 
Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 n (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 n. Emphasises the essential role of 
rural African women in agricultural and 
rural economies across the African 
continent, in particular with regard to 
food security; recalls that almost half of 
agricultural work in Africa is done by 
women, while women farmers are mostly 
small or subsistence farmers who do not 
have the necessary access to information, 
credit, land, resources or technology; 
encourages the advancement of 
inheritance rights for women and girls 
and calls on the EU to support partner 
countries, particularly regarding their 
recognition of women’s full entitlement to 
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land rights;

Or. en

Amendment 83
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho, Karsten Lucke, 
Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 o (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 o. Emphasises the importance of 
supporting small farms and pastoralism 
and other traditional/local food systems in 
order to strengthen their resilience and 
boost their contribution to food security, 
sustainable resource management and 
biodiversity conservation;

Or. en

Amendment 84
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho, Karsten Lucke, 
Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 p (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 p. Calls for a stronger reliance on the 
contributions of African traditional 
knowledge in the just transition, 
especially regarding agricultural 
practices, fisheries and forest protection, 
thereby empowering the African people 
and local communities;

Or. en

Amendment 85
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho, Karsten Lucke, 



AM\1249119EN.docx 51/54 PE704.928v01-00

EN

Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 q (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 q. Stresses the importance of 
including, in the EU-Africa partnership, 
the protection and promotion of the right 
of local communities to access and 
control natural resources such as land 
and water; deplores the fact that land 
grabbing is rife in Africa; points out that 
it is a brutal practice that undermines 
food sovereignty and endangers rural 
African communities; stresses the 
importance of launching an inclusive 
process with the aim of guaranteeing the 
effective participation of civil society 
organisations and local communities in 
the development, implementation and 
monitoring of policies and actions related 
to land grabbing; calls for the Voluntary 
Guidelines on the Responsible 
Governance of Tenure (VGGT) to be 
observed in all projects that promote the 
protection of land rights, including in 
trade, and also for measures to ensure 
that projects do not endanger the land 
rights of small-scale farmers;

Or. en

Amendment 86
Maria Noichl, Eric Andrieu, Pierfrancesco Majorino, Carlos Zorrinho, Karsten Lucke, 
Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 r (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 r. Notes that, for example, grazing 
rights and community pastures are 
traditional land use rights based on 
common law and not on securitised 
property rights; emphasises, however, the 
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fundamental importance of protecting 
these common rights for rural 
populations;

Or. en

Amendment 87
Marlene Mortler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Considers that the key issue of 
food security in developing countries must 
be tackled through targeted investment in 
sustainable agricultural development, 
modern transport networks and 
appropriate storage infrastructure;

Or. de

Amendment 88
Beata Kempa, Ryszard Czarnecki
on behalf of the ECR Group

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Stresses that deepening and 
expanding economic partnership 
agreements must go hand in hand with 
strong support for the AfCFTA, as the two 
are mutually reinforcing;

Or. pl

Amendment 89
Marlene Mortler

Draft opinion



AM\1249119EN.docx 53/54 PE704.928v01-00

EN

Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4b. Calls on the Commission to 
provide intensive, sustainable support to 
African countries in the management of 
natural resources and ecosystems in order 
to establish an innovative, climate-
resistant agricultural sector and 
sustainable global value chains in 
agricultural and food production;

Or. de

Amendment 90
Marlene Mortler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4c. Considers that the equal 
partnership between the EU and Africa 
should be further deepened so that the UN 
sustainable development goals, 
particularly those concerned with global 
food supply, can be achieved as quickly as 
possible; 

Or. de

Amendment 91
Marlene Mortler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4d. Considers that EPAs should 
improve the ability of African countries to 
exploit trade opportunities in the areas of 
food security, health care and poverty 
reduction;
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Or. de

Amendment 92
Marlene Mortler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4e. Notes that Africa is seriously 
affected by the impact of climate change 
and that joint action to mitigate climate 
change, adapt to the consequences of 
climate change and respond to increasing 
environmental problems is needed; 
stresses that the 'zero hunger' 
sustainability goal and thus the promotion 
of sustainable agricultural and food 
production by 2030 will be of particular 
importance;

Or. de

Amendment 93
Marlene Mortler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 f (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4f. Notes that water might become a 
scarce resource as a result of climate 
change and that greater importance 
should therefore be accorded to water 
supply, and that the EU and Africa should 
together develop sustainable solutions to 
water management;

Or. de


