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Amendment 1
Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group
Compromise Amendment replacing Amendment(s): 11, 12, 13 (first part), 14

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Recalls the EU’s responsibility in 
the protection, restoration and resilience of 
the world’s forests, which should prioritise 
proforestation in forest management as a 
strategy for increasing carbon 
sequestration and biodiversity benefits;

1. Recalls the EU’s responsibility in 
the protection, restoration and resilience of 
the world’s forests, which should prioritise, 
including as part of its external 
dimension, proforestation in forest 
management to increase carbon 
sequestration and biodiversity benefits;

notes that sustainable forest management 
can play a key role in climate protection 
through a variety of measures and best 
practices; recalls that forests’ carbon 
dioxide storage capacities will make it 
possible to move towards carbon 
neutrality; underlines the importance, in 
this connection, of increasing tree cover, 
restoring damaged ecosystems and 
regenerating soils, including through 
reforestation, afforestation and resilience-
building programmes based on clear 
ecological principles, while pursuing the 
achievement of the 2030 Agenda;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group
Compromise Amendment replacing Amendment(s): 13 (last part), 17, 23 (last part)

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1 a. Recognises the key role of forests 
in protecting the climate and biodiversity; 
highlights that forests contribute to efforts 
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to mitigate and adapt to the negative 
impacts of climate change such as 
extreme weather phenomena, including 
flooding, droughts, storms, soil erosion, 
heat waves and fires; recalls, in this 
regard, recalls that sustainable forest 
management can also ensure the 
protection of coastal areas and 
communities; stresses that forests provide 
a wide range of ecosystem services beyond 
carbon sequestration, such as the natural 
filtration of water; recalls the negative 
impacts of global warming on ecosystems 
and the migration of species due to 
climate change, which require specific 
monitoring and surveillance;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group
Compromise Amendment replacing Amendment(s): 16, 23(except last part), 24, 25, 26, 47

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Recognises the multifunctional role 
of forests; stresses that policies that 
enhance biodiversity will help tackle 
climate change; calls on the EU to address 
the challenges and trade-offs resulting from 
the increasing demand for wood for 
materials, energy and the bioeconomy and 
the related rising risks of embodied 
deforestation imports, land grabbing, 
illegal logging and violation of indigenous 
peoples’ and local communities’ rights;

2. Recognises the multifunctional role 
of forests, which encompasses a wide 
range of environmental, climate-related 
and socioeconomic activities, such as the 
conservation of biodiversity and the 
provision of renewable raw materials, 
helping to create jobs and boost economic 
growth in rural areas; stresses that 
policies that enhance the protection and 
restoration of biodiversity will help tackle 
climate change; calls for sustainable forest 
management in the implementation 
of climate goals, as it is key to reducing 
deforestation and forest degradation;
notes that the EU forest strategy aims to 
boost the entire sustainable forest 
bioeconomy working in synergy with the 
EU’s increased climate and biodiversity 
ambitions; calls for the EU to help make 
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forest more resilient by addressing the 
challenges and trade-offs resulting from the 
increasing demand for wood for materials, 
energy and the bioeconomy and the related 
rising risks of embodied deforestation 
imports, land grabbing, illegal logging and 
violation of indigenous peoples’ and local 
communities’ rights; is alarmed at 
Interpol's finding that forestry crimes, 
which are often perpetrated in 
conjunction with other crimes such as tax 
evasion, corruption, document fraud and 
money laundering, are the most lucrative 
of all environmental crimes;
asks the Commission and the Member 
States to maintain their commitment to 
fighting illegal logging and the trade in 
illegal timber and forest-risk 
commodities;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group
Compromise Amendment replacing Amendment(s): 35, 36, 37, 55

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Stresses that EU bioenergy policy, 
notably the Renewable Energy Directive, 
must meet strict environmental and social 
criteria, reflecting the need to ensure 
effective recognition of and respect for 
customary land tenure rights of forest-
dependent communities and of indigenous 
people;

3. Stresses that EU bioenergy policy, 
notably the Renewable Energy Directive, 
must meet strict environmental and social 
criteria, reflecting the need to ensure 
effective recognition of and respect for 
customary land tenure rights of forest-
dependent communities and of indigenous 
people, in accordance with international 
standards such as the International 
Labour Organisation Convention (No 
169) on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples 
and the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organisation's Voluntary Guidelines on 
the Responsible Governance of Land 
Tenure and Principles for Responsible 
Investment in Agriculture and Food 
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Systems; calls on the Commission to 
specifically address the human rights of 
indigenous peoples and local communities 
through voluntary partnership 
agreements in the area of forest law 
enforcement, governance and trade; 
recalls that indigenous peoples, local 
communities, small holder farmers and 
women are heavily reliant on their own 
indispensable knowledge of forests; 
stresses that preserving natural resources 
is not just a matter of protecting 
biodiversity, but also a question of social 
justice as part of a broader vision for an 
ecological restoration; stresses, 
furthermore, that priority should be given 
to developing knowledge on forestry and 
forest protection, including knowledge 
transfer;

Or. en

Amendment 5
Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group
Compromise Amendment replacing Amendment(s): 42, 43, 44, 46

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Calls on the Union and its Member 
States to exclude burning forest biomass 
from any renewable energy targets;

4. Notes the Commission's proposals 
for additional, more stringent 
sustainability criteria for bioenergy as 
part of the revision of the Renewable 
Energy Directive; recalls, however, that 
wood-based bioenergy is currently the 
main source of renewable energy for the 
EU, accounting for 60 % of it's renewable 
energy use, while compliance with the 
sustainable forest management criteria 
under the recast Renewable Energy 
Directive relies on the existence of 
national forest legislation or on 
management systems in the actual 
sourcing area; expresses concern, in this 
connection, about the environmental 
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impact of increasing biomass imports, as 
they may increase deforestation abroad; 
insists that the wood-based bioeconomy 
should remain within the limits of 
sustainability and be compatible with the 
EU’s 2030 and 2050 climate targets and 
biodiversity objectives; calls for the EU 
and its Member States to use forest 
biomass in a sustainable manner and to 
exclude the burning of primary woody 
biomass from any renewable energy targets 
or eligibility for public incentives; calls 
for the EU, moreover, to consider 
providing support to third countries which 
have the potential to switch to renewable 
energy sources other than wood, thereby 
reducing the pressure on deforestation 
caused by the use of wood as a fuel, 
and urges that action be taken to increase 
forest cover and other wooded land where 
relevant; stresses the need to apply the 
cascading principle to woody biomass and 
to respect the circular economy 
principles;

Or. en

Amendment 6
Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group
Compromise Amendment replacing Amendment(s): 52, 61, 62, 64

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Recalls that the sustainability 
chapters of trade agreements must contain 
binding and enforceable forest-specific, 
human rights and responsible business 
conduct provisions;

6. Reiterates that the EU's trade 
policy should be consistent with,and 
contribute to its international 
environmental commitments; highlights 
the strategic importance of robust, 
coherent and enforceable sustainability 
chapters in trade agreements, together with 
the effective implementation of 
multilateral environmental and climate 
agreements; calls for standards and 
certification schemes to be reinforced in 
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line with World Trade Organisation rules; 
reiterates its call for binding and 
enforceable mechanisms for the 
implementation of trade and sustainable 
development chapters on social and 
environmental standards, with specific 
provisions on forests, human rights and 
responsible business conduct, including 
provisions to guarantee the free, prior and 
informed consent of indigenous peoples 
and local communities and the 
recognition of the land tenure rights of 
forest-dependent communities and 
indigenous peoples;

calls on the Commission to conduct 
impact assessments on sustainability, with 
a particular focus on forests, natural 
ecosystems and human rights, on the 
basis of reliable data and evaluation 
methodologies; urges the Commission, 
moreover, to use anti-corruption chapters 
in free trade agreements to address 
deforestation and illegal logging;

Or. en

Amendment 7
Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group
Compromise Amendment replacing Amendment(s): 69, 70, 72, 73

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Calls for the forestry sector to 
feature prominently in the 30 % spending 
target on climate of the Neighbourhood, 
Development and International 
Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) – Global 
Europe, including financial or technical 
assistance for forest-producer partner 
countries.

7. Calls for the forestry sector to 
feature prominently in the 30 % spending 
target on climate of the Neighbourhood, 
Development and International 
Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) – Global 
Europe, including financial or technical 
assistance for forest-producer partner 
countries, with a view to achieving and 
promoting an integrated approach to the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals; calls 
on EU delegations in third countries to 
promote the exchange of best practices 
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and disseminate European know-how; 
calls for the EU, in particular, to learn 
from innovative projects in certain third 
countries, such as the African-led Great 
Green Wall Initiative, which aims to 
restore 100 million hectares of degraded 
land throughout the Sahel by 2030 and 
facilitate the development of agro-ecology 
and regeneration projects; calls for the 
EU, more broadly, to support partner 
countries in developing sustainable forest 
management practices and strategies on 
the basis of reliable scientific evidence 
and to prioritise proforestation - allowing 
biodiverse natural forests to grow - 
accordingly;

Or. en


