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Amendment 1
Catherine Chabaud, Stéphane Bijoux, Jan-Christoph Oetjen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Strongly supports the conclusion of 
the negotiations on the Voluntary 
Partnership Agreement (VPA) on forest 
law enforcement, government and trade 
(FLEGT) between the EU and Guyana, 
which will improve sustainable forest 
management and governance, reduce 
illegal logging and contribute to combating 
climate change;

1. Strongly supports the conclusion of 
the negotiations on the Voluntary 
Partnership Agreement (VPA) on forest 
law enforcement, government and trade 
(FLEGT) between the EU and Guyana, 
which will improve sustainable forest 
management and governance, reduce 
illegal logging and contribute to combating 
climate change; recalls the EU’s 
responsibility in the protection, 
restoration and resilience of the world’s 
forests which are an important part of 
terrestrial and marine biodiversity and 
responsible for a wide range of 
ecosystemic services, notably mangroves 
which are heavily impacted by climate 
change and human activity and represent 
a great opportunity for preservation, 
adaptation and mitigation policies in 
coastal areas;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Strongly supports the conclusion of 
the negotiations on the Voluntary 
Partnership Agreement (VPA) on forest 
law enforcement, government and trade 
(FLEGT) between the EU and Guyana, 
which will improve sustainable forest 
management and governance, reduce 
illegal logging and contribute to combating 

1. Strongly supports the conclusion of 
the negotiations on the Voluntary 
Partnership Agreement (VPA) on forest 
law enforcement, government and trade 
(FLEGT) between the EU and Guyana, 
which will improve sustainable forest 
management and governance, reduce 
illegal logging and contribute to combating 



PE735.824v01-00 4/17 AM\1262422EN.docx

EN

climate change; climate change; highlights that VPAs are 
part and parcel of the EU efforts to 
achieve the targets set by the Paris 
Agreement and the UN Agenda 2030, by 
means of further strengthening the 
international cooperation between 
producing and importing countries;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Strongly supports the conclusion of 
the negotiations on the Voluntary 
Partnership Agreement (VPA) on forest 
law enforcement, government and trade 
(FLEGT) between the EU and Guyana, 
which will improve sustainable forest 
management and governance, reduce 
illegal logging and contribute to combating 
climate change;

1. Strongly supports the conclusion of 
the negotiations on the Voluntary 
Partnership Agreement (VPA) on forest 
law enforcement, government and trade 
(FLEGT) between the EU and Guyana, 
which will improve sustainable forest 
management and governance, reduce 
illegal logging, achieve SDGs and 
contribute to combating climate change 
and protecting biodiversity;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Marlene Mortler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Strongly supports the conclusion of 
the negotiations on the Voluntary 
Partnership Agreement (VPA) on forest 
law enforcement, government and trade 
(FLEGT) between the EU and Guyana, 
which will improve sustainable forest 

1. Strongly supports the conclusion of 
the negotiations on the Voluntary 
Partnership Agreement (VPA) on forest 
law enforcement, government and trade 
(FLEGT) between the EU and Guyana, 
which will improve sustainable forest 
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management and governance, reduce 
illegal logging and contribute to combating 
climate change;

management and governance, reduce 
illegal logging and contribute to combating 
climate change whilst also boosting EU-
Guyana trade relations;

Or. en

Amendment 5
Dominique Bilde

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Strongly supports the conclusion of 
the negotiations on the Voluntary 
Partnership Agreement (VPA) on forest 
law enforcement, government and trade 
(FLEGT) between the EU and Guyana, 
which will improve sustainable forest 
management and governance, reduce 
illegal logging and contribute to combating 
climate change;

1. Strongly supports the conclusion of 
the negotiations on the Voluntary 
Partnership Agreement (VPA) on forest 
law enforcement, government and trade 
(FLEGT) between the EU and Guyana, 
which will improve sustainable forest 
management and governance, reduce 
illegal logging and contribute to combating 
climate change, notably in the context of 
the expansion of oil and gas production;

Or. en

Amendment 6
Marlene Mortler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

 1a. Acknowledges the role of 
Guyana’s forests in the economy and job 
creation contributing  by 2% to the GDP 
and by 6% to job creation and, therefore, 
economic growth and development; 
highlights that environmental, social and 
economic dimensions should be duly 
considered in a balanced and integrated 
manner; regression in the achievement of 



PE735.824v01-00 6/17 AM\1262422EN.docx

EN

SDGs, including income depletion and 
loss of jobs, as well as regression in the 
achievements made by the country must 
be avoided; points out the opportunity 
provided by the forestry sector for job 
creation and the economy and strongly 
encourages use of this opportunity to 
increase its contribution, always 
accompanied by sound management 
thanks to the VPA;

Or. en

Amendment 7
Beata Kempa, Ryszard Czarnecki

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

 1a. Stresses that VPAs represent an 
important legal framework for the EU 
and its partner countries, and that they 
are made possible by the commitment of 
stakeholders and their good cooperation; 
stresses, in this regard, that VPAs with 
new partners should be promoted;

Or. pl

Amendment 8
Beata Kempa, Ryszard Czarnecki

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

 1b. Is aware that the amount of timber 
traded between the EU and Guyana is 
small, accounting for 8% of Guyana’s 
timber exports; feels that the VPA will not 
only contribute to greater transparency in 
the timber trade, but may also open up 
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greater opportunities for Guyana to 
export this natural resource to the EU and 
to new markets, thus enhancing the 
country’s development prospects;

Or. pl

Amendment 9
Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that poor governance and 
corruption in the forestry sector accelerate 
illegal logging and forest degradation; 
acknowledges Guyana’s commitment to 
and political will for sound forest 
management; stresses the need to step up 
efforts to combat corruption and to 
reinforce data collection to improve the 
implementation of the traceability system;

2. Stresses that poor governance and 
corruption in the forestry sector accelerate 
illegal logging and forest degradation; 
acknowledges Guyana’s commitment to 
and political will for sound forest 
management; stresses the need to step up 
efforts to combat corruption and to 
reinforce data collection to improve the 
implementation of the traceability system; 
urges therefore the Commission to assist 
government and authorities in Guyana all 
along the process of issuing FLEGT 
licenses and provide the necessary 
technical support to ensure the full 
implementation and correct 
operationalisation of the Guyana Timber 
Legality Assurance System (GTLAS); 
recalls to this end that monitoring, follow-
up and assessment arrangements are 
integral part of a sound and effective 
agreement;

Or. en

Amendment 10
Dominique Bilde

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2
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Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that poor governance and 
corruption in the forestry sector accelerate 
illegal logging and forest degradation; 
acknowledges Guyana’s commitment to 
and political will for sound forest 
management; stresses the need to step up 
efforts to combat corruption and to 
reinforce data collection to improve the 
implementation of the traceability system;

2. Stresses that poor governance and 
corruption in the forestry sector accelerate 
illegal logging and forest degradation; 
acknowledges Guyana’s commitment to 
and political will for sound forest 
management, as well as the impressive 
results achieved so far, stresses the need to 
step up efforts to combat corruption and to 
reinforce data collection to improve the 
implementation of the traceability system, 
as well as to take into account the 
expansion of the oil and gas production 
and its consequences on mangroves ;

Or. en

Amendment 11
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Stresses that poor governance and 
corruption in the forestry sector accelerate 
illegal logging and forest degradation; 
acknowledges Guyana’s commitment to 
and political will for sound forest 
management; stresses the need to step up 
efforts to combat corruption and to 
reinforce data collection to improve the 
implementation of the traceability system;

2. Stresses that poor governance and 
corruption in the forestry sector accelerate 
illegal logging and forest degradation; 
acknowledges Guyana’s commitment to 
and political will for sound forest 
management; stresses the need to step up 
efforts to combat corruption, uphold the 
rule of law and to reinforce data collection 
to improve the implementation of the 
traceability system;

Or. en

Amendment 12
Beata Kempa, Ryszard Czarnecki

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

 2a. Stresses that the success of 
governance, trade and law enforcement in 
the area of forestry is also dependent on 
combating corruption and fraud of all 
kinds throughout the timber supply chain, 
and therefore welcomes Guyana’s efforts 
to achieve greater transparency and looks 
forward to continued positive cooperation 
in the fight against illegal logging and 
forest degradation;

Or. pl

Amendment 13
Michèle Rivasi, Caroline Roose

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Recalls that sustainable and 
inclusive forest management and 
governance is essential to achieve the 
objectives set in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Paris 
Agreement; underlines the risks posed by 
Guyana’s expanding oil, gas and mining 
industries; notes with concern the lack of 
coherence between regulation in the forest 
sector and that in the mining sector;

3. Recalls that sustainable and 
inclusive forest management and 
governance is essential to achieve the 
objectives set in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Paris 
Agreement; recalls the importance of 
mining as a major driver of tropical 
deforestation, resulting in substantial soil 
erosion and contamination, increased 
forest fragmentation and mercury 
pollution of rivers and streams; calls on 
the government of Guyana to take further 
steps in curbing illegal mining; underlines 
the risks posed by Guyana’s expanding oil, 
gas and mining industries; notes with 
concern the lack of coherence between 
regulation in the forest sector and that in 
the mining sector;

Or. en
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Amendment 14
Marlene Mortler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Recalls that sustainable and 
inclusive forest management and 
governance is essential to achieve the 
objectives set in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Paris 
Agreement; underlines the risks posed by 
Guyana’s expanding oil, gas and mining 
industries; notes with concern the lack of 
coherence between regulation in the forest 
sector and that in the mining sector;

3. Recalls that sustainable and 
inclusive forest management and 
governance is essential to achieve the 
objectives set in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Paris 
Agreement; notes that Guyana is 
expanding its oil, gas and mining 
industries; stresses in this regard that this 
should be done in a coherent manner to 
be compatible with international 
documents and instruments, including EU 
legislation; welcomes further agreements 
aiming to complement the FLEGT-VPA 
on environmental matters; notes with 
concern the lack of coherence between 
regulation in the forest sector and that in 
the mining sector;

Or. en

Amendment 15
Catherine Chabaud, Stéphane Bijoux, Jan-Christoph Oetjen, Michèle Rivasi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Recalls that sustainable and 
inclusive forest management and 
governance is essential to achieve the 
objectives set in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Paris 
Agreement; underlines the risks posed by 
Guyana’s expanding oil, gas and mining 
industries; notes with concern the lack of 
coherence between regulation in the forest 
sector and that in the mining sector;

3. Recalls that sustainable and 
inclusive forest management and 
governance is essential to achieve the 
objectives set in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Paris 
Agreement, notably through the 
Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDCs); underlines the risks posed by 
Guyana’s expanding oil, gas and mining 
industries; notes with concern the lack of 
coherence between regulation in the forest 
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sector and that in the mining sector;

Or. en

Amendment 16
Beata Kempa, Ryszard Czarnecki

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Recalls that sustainable and 
inclusive forest management and 
governance is essential to achieve the 
objectives set in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Paris 
Agreement; underlines the risks posed by 
Guyana’s expanding oil, gas and mining 
industries; notes with concern the lack of 
coherence between regulation in the forest 
sector and that in the mining sector;

3. Recalls that sustainable and 
inclusive forest management and 
governance is essential to achieve the 
objectives set in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Paris 
Agreement; notes the lack of coherence 
between regulation in the forest sector and 
that in the mining sector;

Or. pl

Amendment 17
Dominique Bilde

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Recalls that sustainable and 
inclusive forest management and 
governance is essential to achieve the 
objectives set in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Paris 
Agreement; underlines the risks posed by 
Guyana’s expanding oil, gas and mining 
industries; notes with concern the lack of 
coherence between regulation in the forest 
sector and that in the mining sector;

3. Recalls that sustainable and 
inclusive forest management and 
governance is essential to achieve the 
objectives set in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Paris 
Agreement; underlines the risks posed by 
Guyana’s expanding oil, gas and mining 
industries; notes with concern the lack of 
coherence between regulation in the forest 
sector and that in the mining sector, as well 
as the lack of coherence between the 
orientations taken by the European 
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Union’s in the field of energy and its 
environmental policies, notably with 
regard to forest protection;

Or. en

Amendment 18
Michèle Rivasi, Caroline Roose

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

 3a. Insists upon the full 
implementation of the principles of free, 
prior and informed consent (FPIC) of 
Indigenous People and Local 
Communities, notably in the context of 
mining; recalls that it shall be obtained as 
a condition of the purchase or the use of 
customary forest lands, in compliance 
with international human rights laws, 
namely the ILO Convention N°169 on 
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples and the 
standards set out in the FAO Voluntary 
Guidelines on the Responsible 
Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries 
and Forests;

Or. en

Amendment 19
Marlene Mortler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

 3a.  Stresses the importance of 
developing partnerships and cooperation 
mechanisms to jointly address forest 
governance in all aspects, including for 
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the sharing of information;

Or. en

Amendment 20
Marlene Mortler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Underlines the need to ensure full 
stakeholder involvement, notably of 
women and local and indigenous 
communities, throughout the 
implementation and monitoring phases of 
the FLEGT-VPA;

4. Welcomes the fact that all 
interested stakeholders were effectively 
involved into the negotiations process; 
underlines the need to ensure effective and 
adequate involvement of all relevant 
stakeholders, including, the private sector, 
civil society, women and local and 
indigenous communities, in the 
implementation and monitoring of the 
FLEGT-VPA;

Or. en

Amendment 21
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Underlines the need to ensure full 
stakeholder involvement, notably of 
women and local and indigenous 
communities, throughout the 
implementation and monitoring phases of 
the FLEGT-VPA;

4. Underlines the need to ensure full 
stakeholder involvement and improve 
gender equity, notably of women, youth 
and marginalized groups and local and 
indigenous communities and civil society, 
throughout the implementation and 
monitoring phases of the FLEGT-VPA;

Or. en
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Amendment 22
Marlene Mortler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Stresses that the success of the 
entire FLEGT initiative depends on, among 
other things, guaranteeing full recognition 
of the customary rights of local 
communities and indigenous people, 
notably Amerindian communities, 
protecting environmental human right 
defenders and whistle-blowers, and 
improving the capacity of small and 
medium-sized enterprises to conduct their 
activities legally;

5. Stresses that the success of the 
entire FLEGT-VPA initiative depends on, 
among other things, guaranteeing full 
recognition of the customary rights of local 
communities and indigenous people, 
notably Amerindian communities, 
protecting environmental human right 
defenders and whistle-blowers, and 
improving the capacity of small and 
medium-sized enterprises to conduct their 
activities legally; recalls in this regard the 
importance of avoiding additional burden 
on SMEs and assisting these companies 
from a legal perspective to be in 
compliance with the new international 
agreements, instruments and documents 
regarding the environment;

Or. en

Amendment 23
Catherine Chabaud, Stéphane Bijoux, Jan-Christoph Oetjen, Michèle Rivasi

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Stresses that the success of the 
entire FLEGT initiative depends on, among 
other things, guaranteeing full recognition 
of the customary rights of local 
communities and indigenous people, 
notably Amerindian communities, 
protecting environmental human right 
defenders and whistle-blowers, and 
improving the capacity of small and 
medium-sized enterprises to conduct their 

5. Stresses that the success of the 
entire FLEGT initiative depends on, among 
other things, guaranteeing full recognition 
of the customary rights of local 
communities and indigenous people, 
notably Amerindian communities, 
protecting environmental human right 
defenders and whistle-blowers, and 
improving the capacity of small and 
medium-sized enterprises to conduct their 
activities legally; stresses that the EU 
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activities legally; should learn from inspirational projects 
on sustainable forest management from 
indigenous and other communities that 
have ancestral knowledge on forests;

Or. en

Amendment 24
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Stresses that the success of the 
entire FLEGT initiative depends on, among 
other things, guaranteeing full recognition 
of the customary rights of local 
communities and indigenous people, 
notably Amerindian communities, 
protecting environmental human right 
defenders and whistle-blowers, and 
improving the capacity of small and 
medium-sized enterprises to conduct their 
activities legally;

5. Stresses that the success of the 
entire FLEGT initiative depends on, among 
other things, guaranteeing effective 
protection for the land and full 
recognition of the customary rights of local 
communities and indigenous people, 
notably Amerindian communities, 
including the right to give or withhold 
their consent to any timber concession on 
their land, protecting environmental 
human right defenders and whistle-
blowers, and improving the capacity of 
small and medium-sized enterprises to 
conduct their activities legally;

Or. en

Amendment 25
Patrizia Toia

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Stresses that the success of the 
entire FLEGT initiative depends on, among 
other things, guaranteeing full recognition 
of the customary rights of local 
communities and indigenous people, 

5. Stresses that the success of the 
entire FLEGT initiative depends on, among 
other things, guaranteeing full recognition 
of the customary rights of local 
communities and indigenous people, 
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notably Amerindian communities, 
protecting environmental human right 
defenders and whistle-blowers, and 
improving the capacity of small and 
medium-sized enterprises to conduct their 
activities legally;

notably Amerindian communities, as a 
question of social justice, protecting 
environmental human right defenders and 
whistle-blowers, and improving the 
capacity of small and medium-sized 
enterprises to conduct their activities 
legally;

Or. en

Amendment 26
Michèle Rivasi, Caroline Roose

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

 5a. Reiterates its call on the Union to 
comply with the principle of policy 
coherence for development and to ensure 
consistency between its development, 
trade, agriculture, energy and climate 
policies;

Or. en

Amendment 27
Dominique Bilde

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on the Commission to 
strengthen the funding allocation to the 
forest partnership with Guyana to 
accompany the implementation of the VPA 
as part of the review process for the multi-
annual indicative programme for Guyana 
(2025-2027).

6. Calls on the Commission to 
maintain the funding allocation to the 
forest partnership with Guyana to 
accompany the implementation of the VPA 
as part of the review process for the multi-
annual indicative programme for Guyana 
(2025-2027).

Or. en
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