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Amendment 160
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1) The Union is founded on the 
respect for human dignity, freedom, 
democracy, equality, the rule of law and 
respect for human rights as enshrined in the 
EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. Those 
core values that have inspired the Union’s 
own creation, as well as the universality 
and indivisibility of human rights, and 
respect for the principles of the United 
Nations Charter and international law, 
should guide the Union’s action on the 
international scene. Such action includes 
fostering the sustainable economic, social 
and environmental development of 
developing countries.

(1) The Union is founded on the 
respect for human dignity, freedom, 
democracy, equality, the rule of law and 
respect for human rights as enshrined in the 
EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. Article 
191 of the Treaty on the Functioning of 
the European Union (TFEU) states that 
Union policy shall contribute to 
preserving, protecting and improving the 
quality of the environment, protecting 
human health, prudent and rational 
utilisation of natural resources and 
promoting measures at international level 
to deal with regional or worldwide 
environmental problems, and in 
particular combating climate change. 
Those core values that have inspired the 
Union’s own creation, as well as the 
universality and indivisibility of human 
rights, and respect for the principles of the 
United Nations Charter and international 
law, should guide the Union’s action on the 
international scene. Such action includes 
fostering the sustainable economic, social 
and environmental development of 
developing countries.

Or. en

Amendment 161
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Recital 1
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1) The Union is founded on the 
respect for human dignity, freedom, 
democracy, equality, the rule of law and 
respect for human rights as enshrined in the 
EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. Those 
core values that have inspired the Union’s 
own creation, as well as the universality 
and indivisibility of human rights, and 
respect for the principles of the United 
Nations Charter and international law, 
should guide the Union’s action on the 
international scene. Such action includes 
fostering the sustainable economic, social 
and environmental development of 
developing countries.

(1) The Union is founded on the 
diversity of the cultures and traditions of 
the peoples of Europe, as well as the 
national identity of the Member States, 
respect for human dignity, freedom, 
democracy, equality, the principle of 
subsidiarity, the rule of law and respect for 
human rights as enshrined in the EU 
Charter of Fundamental Rights. Those core 
values that have inspired the Union’s own 
creation, as well as the universality and 
indivisibility of human rights, and respect 
for the principles of the United Nations 
Charter and international law, should guide 
the Union’s action on the international 
scene. Such action includes fostering the 
sustainable economic, social and 
environmental development of developing 
countries.

Or. fr

Amendment 162
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2a) To achieve these objectives, a 
systemic change to the Union economy is 
needed to ensure that the green transition 
is achieved in a just and inclusive way, 
within planetary boundaries. Achievement 
of the SDGs by the Union and its support 
for third countries to do the same will be 
essential if the Union is to demonstrate 
global leadership in achieving 
sustainability transitions[1].
[1] See how to refer to it: General Union 
Environment Action Programme to 2030, 
A9-0203/127;
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Or. en

Amendment 163
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2a) Article 208 of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union 
(TFEU) establishes the Union shall take 
into account the objectives of development 
cooperation in the policies that it 
implements which are likely to affect 
developing countries.

Or. en

Amendment 164
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) The behaviour of companies across 
all sectors of the economy is key to success 
in the Union’s sustainability objectives as 
Union companies, especially large ones, 
rely on global value chains. It is also in the 
interest of companies to protect human 
rights and the environment, in particular 
given the rising concern of consumers and 
investors regarding these topics. Several 
initiatives fostering enterprises which 
support value-oriented transformation 
already exist on Union77 , as well as 
national78 level.

(4) The behaviour of companies across 
all sectors of the economy is key to success 
in the Union’s sustainability objectives as 
Union companies, especially large ones, 
rely on global value chains. It is also in the 
interest of companies to protect human 
rights, labour rights and the environment, 
in particular given the rising concern of 
consumers and investors regarding these 
topics. Several initiatives fostering 
enterprises which support value-oriented 
transformation already exist on Union77 , as 
well as national78 level.

_________________ _________________
77 ‘Enterprise Models and the EU agenda’, 
CEPS Policy Insights, No PI2021-02/ 

77 ‘Enterprise Models and the EU agenda’, 
CEPS Policy Insights, No PI2021-02/ 
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January 2021. January 2021.
78 E.g. 
https://www.economie.gouv.fr/entreprises/
societe-mission

78 E.g. 
https://www.economie.gouv.fr/entreprises/
societe-mission

Or. en

Amendment 165
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Recital 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) The concept of human rights due 
diligence was specified and further 
developed in the OECD Guidelines for 
Multinational Enterprises80 which extended 
the application of due diligence to 
environmental and governance topics. The 
OECD Guidance on Responsible Business 
Conduct and sectoral guidance81 are 
internationally recognised frameworks 
setting out practical due diligence steps to 
help companies identify, prevent, mitigate 
and account for how they address actual 
and potential impacts in their operations, 
value chains and other business 
relationships. The concept of due diligence 
is also embedded in the recommendations 
of the International Labour Organisation 
(ILO) Tripartite Declaration of Principles 
concerning Multinational Enterprises and 
Social Policy.82

(6) The concept of human rights due 
diligence was specified and further 
developed in the OECD Guidelines for 
Multinational Enterprises80 which extended 
the application of due diligence to 
environmental and governance topics. The 
OECD Guidance on Responsible Business 
Conduct and sectoral guidance81 are 
internationally recognised frameworks 
setting out practical due diligence steps to 
help companies identify, prevent, mitigate 
and account for how they address actual 
and potential impacts in their operations, 
value chains and other business 
relationships , including with recognition 
of international humanitarian law and a 
higher standard of conflict-sensitive due 
diligence in conflict-affected areas. The 
concept of due diligence is also embedded 
in the recommendations of the 
International Labour Organisation (ILO) 
Tripartite Declaration of Principles 
concerning Multinational Enterprises and 
Social Policy.82

_________________ _________________
80 OECD Guidelines for Multinational 
Enterprises, 2011 updated edition, 
available at 
http://mneguidelines.oecd.org/guidelines/.h
ttps://mneguidelines.oecd.org/mneguidelin

80 OECD Guidelines for Multinational 
Enterprises, 2011 updated edition, 
available at 
http://mneguidelines.oecd.org/guidelines/.h
ttps://mneguidelines.oecd.org/mneguidelin
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es/ es/
81 OECD Guidance on Responsible 
Business Conduct, 2018, and sector-
specific guidance, available at 
https://www.oecd.org/investment/due-
diligence-guidance-for-responsible-
business-conduct.htm.

81 OECD Guidance on Responsible 
Business Conduct, 2018, and sector-
specific guidance, available at 
https://www.oecd.org/investment/due-
diligence-guidance-for-responsible-
business-conduct.htm.

82 The International Labour Organisation’s 
“Tripartite Declaration of Principles 
concerning Multinational Enterprises and 
Social Policy, Fifth Edition, 2017, 
available at: 
https://www.ilo.org/empent/Publications/
WCMS_094386/lang--en/index.htm.

82 The International Labour Organisation’s 
“Tripartite Declaration of Principles 
concerning Multinational Enterprises and 
Social Policy, Fifth Edition, 2017, 
available at: 
https://www.ilo.org/empent/Publications/
WCMS_094386/lang--en/index.htm.

Or. en

Amendment 166
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(7) The United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals83 , adopted by all 
United Nations Member States in 2015, 
include the objectives to promote 
sustained, inclusive and sustainable 
economic growth. The Union has set itself 
the objective to deliver on the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals. The 
private sector contributes to those aims.

(7) The United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals83 , adopted by all 
United Nations Member States in 2015, 
include the objectives to promote 
sustained, inclusive and sustainable 
economic growth. The Union has set itself 
the objective to deliver on the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals. The 
private sector should effectively 
contribute to those aims.

_________________ _________________
83 
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.as
p?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E.

83 
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.as
p?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E.

Or. en

Amendment 167
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Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 10 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10a) Due diligence practices under this 
Directive should contribute to preserving 
and restoring marine and terrestrial 
biodiversity by, inter alia, halting, 
mitigating and reversing biodiversity loss 
and improving the state of ecosystems and 
their functions and the services they 
provide, and by improving the state of the 
environment, in particular air, water and 
soil, as part of the main objectives of 
protecting the health and well-being of 
people, animals and ecosystems from 
environment-related risks, in line with 
Agenda 2030.

Or. en

Amendment 168
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Recital 13 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(13a) It is fundamental to ensure that 
human rights due diligence is 
implemented in a gender-responsive 
manner. Human rights violations are not 
gender neutral and should not be treated 
as such. Women are often 
disproportionately affected by adverse 
business practices, which requires a due 
diligence process that responds to their 
specific needs. Member States should 
ensure that companies actively support 
gender equality. Companies should work 
with suppliers to set up a social auditing 
system in a gender-sensitive way. 



AM\1266797EN.docx 9/181 PE738.494v03-00

EN

Furthermore, Member States should 
ensure that gender-responsive 
remediation processes and mechanisms 
are to be designed to ensure equal access 
and equal outcomes for all genders. To 
achieve this, corporate grievance 
mechanisms should be accessible, 
efficient, safe and fair to women, taking 
account of barriers women are more 
likely to face. 

Or. en

Amendment 169
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Recital 14

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(14) This Directive aims to ensure that 
companies active in the internal market 
contribute to sustainable development and 
the sustainability transition of economies 
and societies through the identification, 
prevention and mitigation, bringing to an 
end and minimisation of potential or actual 
adverse human rights and environmental 
impacts connected with companies’ own 
operations, subsidiaries and value chains.

(14) This Directive aims to ensure that 
all European or foreign companies with 
significant operations in the EU internal 
market contribute to sustainable 
development and the sustainability 
transition of the economies and societies in 
which they are active, including outside 
the EU market, through the identification, 
prevention and mitigation, bringing to an 
end and minimisation of potential or actual 
adverse human rights and environmental 
impacts connected with companies’ own 
operations, subsidiaries and value chains, 
especially in developing countries.

Or. fr

Amendment 170
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 14
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(14) This Directive aims to ensure that 
companies active in the internal market 
contribute to sustainable development and 
the sustainability transition of economies 
and societies through the identification, 
prevention and mitigation, bringing to an 
end and minimisation of potential or actual 
adverse human rights and environmental 
impacts connected with companies’ own 
operations, subsidiaries and value chains.

(14) This Directive aims to ensure that 
companies active in the internal market 
contribute to sustainable development and 
the sustainability transition of economies 
and societies through the identification, 
prevention and mitigation, bringing to an 
end minimisation and, where possible, 
reparation of potential or actual adverse 
human rights and environmental impacts 
connected with companies’ own 
operations, subsidiaries and value chains.

Or. en

Amendment 171
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 14

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(14) This Directive aims to ensure that 
companies active in the internal market 
contribute to sustainable development and 
the sustainability transition of economies 
and societies through the identification, 
prevention and mitigation, bringing to an 
end and minimisation of potential or actual 
adverse human rights and environmental 
impacts connected with companies’ own 
operations, subsidiaries and value chains.

(14) This Directive aims to ensure that 
companies active in the internal market 
contribute to sustainable development and 
the sustainability transition of economies 
and societies through the identification, 
prevention and mitigation, bringing to an 
end and minimisation of potential or actual 
adverse human rights, adverse labour 
rights and environmental impacts 
connected with companies’ own 
operations, subsidiaries and value chains.

Or. en

Amendment 172
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Recital 14 a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(14a) This Directive must ensure that 
companies carry our due diligence in a 
risk based approach, in line with 
international standards, to ensure that 
they comply with its requirements, 
meaning that this directive must set a 
minimum set of mandatory requirements 
for all sectors to identify where the severe 
impacts are most likely to occur and to 
prioritise how to mitigate and address 
these risks once identified.

Or. en

Amendment 173
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 15

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(15) Companies should take appropriate 
steps to set up and carry out due diligence 
measures, with respect to their own 
operations, their subsidiaries, as well as 
their established direct and indirect 
business relationships throughout their 
value chains in accordance with the 
provisions of this Directive. This Directive 
should not require companies to guarantee, 
in all circumstances, that adverse impacts 
will never occur or that they will be 
stopped. For example with respect to 
business relationships where the adverse 
impact results from State intervention, the 
company might not be in a position to 
arrive at such results. Therefore, the main 
obligations in this Directive should be 
‘obligations of means’. The company 
should take the appropriate measures 
which can reasonably be expected to result 
in prevention or minimisation of the 
adverse impact under the circumstances of 
the specific case. Account should be taken 

(15) Companies should take appropriate 
steps to set up and carry out due diligence 
measures, with respect to their own 
operations, their subsidiaries, as well as 
their business relationships throughout 
their value chains in accordance with the 
provisions of this Directive. This Directive 
should not require companies to guarantee, 
in all circumstances, that adverse impacts 
will never occur or that they will be 
stopped. For example with respect to 
business relationships where the adverse 
impact results from State intervention, the 
company might not be in a position to 
arrive at such results. Therefore, the main 
obligations in this Directive should be 
‘obligations of means’. The company 
should take the appropriate measures 
which can reasonably be expected to result 
in prevention or minimisation of the 
adverse impact under the circumstances of 
the specific case. Account should be taken 
of the specificities of the company’s value 
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of the specificities of the company’s value 
chain, sector or geographical area in which 
its value chain partners operate, the 
company’s power to influence its direct 
and indirect business relationships, and 
whether the company could increase its 
power of influence.

chain, sector or geographical area in which 
its value chain partners operate, the 
company’s power to influence its direct 
and indirect business relationships, and 
whether the company could increase its 
power of influence.

Or. en

Amendment 174
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Recital 15

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(15) Companies should take appropriate 
steps to set up and carry out due diligence 
measures, with respect to their own 
operations, their subsidiaries, as well as 
their established direct and indirect 
business relationships throughout their 
value chains in accordance with the 
provisions of this Directive. This Directive 
should not require companies to guarantee, 
in all circumstances, that adverse impacts 
will never occur or that they will be 
stopped. For example with respect to 
business relationships where the adverse 
impact results from State intervention, the 
company might not be in a position to 
arrive at such results. Therefore, the main 
obligations in this Directive should be 
‘obligations of means’. The company 
should take the appropriate measures 
which can reasonably be expected to result 
in prevention or minimisation of the 
adverse impact under the circumstances of 
the specific case. Account should be taken 
of the specificities of the company’s value 
chain, sector or geographical area in which 
its value chain partners operate, the 
company’s power to influence its direct 
and indirect business relationships, and 

(15) Companies should take appropriate 
steps to set up and carry out due diligence 
measures, with respect to their own 
operations, their subsidiaries, as well as 
their established direct and indirect 
business relationships throughout their 
value chains in accordance with the 
provisions of this Directive. This Directive 
should not require companies to guarantee, 
in all circumstances and particularly in 
their downstream value chain, that 
adverse impacts will never occur or that 
they will be stopped. For example with 
respect to business relationships where the 
adverse impact results from State 
intervention or a clear lack of influence 
over their value chain, the company might 
not be in a position to arrive at such results. 
Therefore, the main obligations in this 
Directive should be ‘obligations of means’ 
applicable to their upstream value chain 
only; this is to avoid excessive red tape, 
major distortion of competition with 
companies not abiding by the same 
standard requirements, and companies as 
described above suffering undue legal 
consequences considering the actual 
influence they have over their 
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whether the company could increase its 
power of influence.

downstream value chain. Nevertheless, 
the company should take the appropriate 
measures which can reasonably be 
expected to result in prevention or 
minimisation of the adverse impact under 
the circumstances of the specific case. 
Account should be taken of the 
specificities of the company’s value chain, 
sector or geographical area in which its 
value chain partners operate, the 
company’s power to influence its direct 
and indirect business relationships, and 
whether the company could increase its 
power of influence.

Or. fr

Amendment 175
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 16 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(16a) Companies should develop and 
adapt the due diligence measures in light 
of the political context in which 
companies, their subsidiaries and their 
business relationships operate throughout 
their value chains. In conflict-affected 
and high-risk areas, companies run 
additional risk to be involved in severe 
human rights abuses. In these areas, 
companies should therefore undertake 
heightened, conflict-sensitive due 
diligence, in order to address these 
heightened risks and to ensure that they 
do not facilitate, finance, exacerbate or 
otherwise negatively impact the conflict or 
contribute to violations of international 
human rights law or international 
humanitarian law in conflict-affected or 
high-risk areas.

Or. en
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Amendment 176
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 17

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(17) Adverse human rights and 
environmental impact occur in companies’ 
own operations, subsidiaries, products, and 
in their value chains, in particular at the 
level of raw material sourcing, 
manufacturing, or at the level of product or 
waste disposal. In order for the due 
diligence to have a meaningful impact, it 
should cover human rights and 
environmental adverse impacts generated 
throughout the life-cycle of production and 
use and disposal of product or provision of 
services, at the level of own operations, 
subsidiaries and in value chains.

(17) Adverse human rights, labour 
rights and environmental impact occur in 
companies’ own operations, subsidiaries, 
products, and in their value chains, in 
particular at the level of raw material 
sourcing, manufacturing, or at the level of 
product or waste disposal. In order for the 
due diligence to have a meaningful impact, 
it should cover human rights, labour 
rights and environmental adverse impacts 
generated throughout the life-cycle of 
production and use and disposal of product 
or provision of services, at the level of own 
operations, subsidiaries and in value 
chains.

Or. en

Amendment 177
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Recital 18

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18) The value chain should cover 
activities related to the production of a 
good or provision of services by a 
company, including the development of the 
product or the service and the use and 
disposal of the product as well as the 
related activities of established business 
relationships of the company. It should 
encompass upstream established direct and 
indirect business relationships that design, 

(18) The value chain shall cover 
activities related to the production of a 
good or provision of services by a 
company, including the development of the 
product or the service and the use and 
disposal of the product as well as the 
related activities of established business 
relationships of the company. It shall 
encompass upstream established direct and 
indirect business relationships that design, 
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extract, manufacture, transport, store and 
supply raw material, products, parts of 
products, or provide services to the 
company that are necessary to carry out the 
company’s activities, and also downstream 
relationships, including established direct 
and indirect business relationships, that use 
or receive products, parts of products or 
services from the company up to the end of 
life of the product, including inter alia the 
distribution of the product to retailers, the 
transport and storage of the product, 
dismantling of the product, its recycling, 
composting or landfilling.

extract, manufacture, transport, store and 
supply raw material, products, parts of 
products, or provide services to the 
company that are necessary to carry out the 
company’s activities, and also downstream 
relationships, including established direct 
and indirect business relationships, that use 
or receive products, parts of products or 
services from the company up to the end of 
life of the product, including inter alia the 
distribution of the product to retailers, the 
transport and storage of the product, 
dismantling of the product, its recycling, 
composting or landfilling.

Or. fr

Amendment 178
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Recital 18 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18a) The upstream value chain 
therefore refers to the economic activity of 
the undertaking itself – the 
manufacturing, sale, production and 
transport of goods or services by its 
employees – but also that of its established 
suppliers, subsidiaries, suppliers and 
subcontractors when fulfilling orders for 
the said undertaking. The downstream 
value chain refers to the economic activity 
of the said undertaking when it is not 
itself the client but rather the supplier, 
service provider, subsidiary or 
subcontractor of another company. Under 
this Directive, due diligence applies only 
to the upstream value chain.

Or. fr
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Amendment 179
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 19

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(19) As regards regulated financial 
undertakings providing loan, credit, or 
other financial services, “value chain” with 
respect to the provision of such services 
should be limited to the activities of the 
clients receiving such services, and the 
subsidiaries thereof whose activities are 
linked to the contract in question. Clients 
that are households and natural persons 
not acting in a professional or business 
capacity, as well as small and medium 
sized undertakings, should not be 
considered to be part of the value chain. 
The activities of the companies or other 
legal entities that are included in the 
value chain of that client should not be 
covered.

(19) As regards regulated financial 
undertakings providing loan, credit, or 
other financial services, “value chain” with 
respect to the provision of such services 
should be limited to the activities of the 
clients receiving such services, and the 
subsidiaries thereof whose activities are 
linked to the contract in question.

Or. en

Amendment 180
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Recital 19

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(19) As regards regulated financial 
undertakings providing loan, credit, or 
other financial services, “value chain” 
with respect to the provision of such 
services should be limited to the activities 
of the clients receiving such services, and 
the subsidiaries thereof whose activities are 
linked to the contract in question. Clients 
that are households and natural persons not 
acting in a professional or business 
capacity, as well as small and medium 

(19) As regards regulated financial 
undertakings providing financing (loans 
and other forms of credit), insurance or 
reinsurance, “value chain” with respect to 
the provision of such services should be 
limited to the activities of the clients 
receiving such services, and the 
subsidiaries thereof whose activities are 
linked to the contract in question. Clients 
that are households and natural persons not 
acting in a professional or business 
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sized undertakings, should not be 
considered to be part of the value chain. 
The activities of the companies or other 
legal entities that are included in the value 
chain of that client should not be covered.

capacity, as well as small and medium 
sized undertakings, should not be 
considered to be part of the value chain. 
The activities of the companies or other 
legal entities that are included in the value 
chain of that client should not be covered.

Or. en

Amendment 181
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 21

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(21) Under this Directive, EU 
companies with more than 500 employees 
on average and a worldwide net turnover 
exceeding EUR 150 million in the 
financial year preceding the last financial 
year should be required to comply with due 
diligence. As regards companies which do 
not fulfil those criteria, but which had 
more than 250 employees on average and 
more than EUR 40 million worldwide net 
turnover in the financial year preceding 
the last financial year and which operate 
in one or more high-impact sectors, due 
diligence should apply 2 years after the 
end of the transposition period of this 
directive, in order to provide for a longer 
adaptation period. In order to ensure a 
proportionate burden, companies 
operating in such high-impact sectors 
should be required to comply with more 
targeted due diligence focusing on severe 
adverse impacts. Temporary agency 
workers, including those posted under 
Article 1(3), point (c), of Directive 
96/71/EC, as amended by Directive 
2018/957/EU of the European Parliament 
and of the Council103, should be included 
in the calculation of the number of 
employees in the user company. Posted 
workers under Article 1(3), points (a) and 

(21) Under this Directive, all EU 
companies with the exception of micro-
enterprises within the meaning of 
Directive 2013/34/EU should be required 
to comply with due diligence. Companies 
operating in high-impact sectors should be 
required to comply with more targeted due 
diligence focusing on severe adverse 
impacts. Temporary agency workers, 
including those posted under Article 1(3), 
point (c), of Directive 96/71/EC, as 
amended by Directive 2018/957/EU of the 
European Parliament and of the Council103, 
should be included in the calculation of the 
number of employees in the user company. 
Posted workers under Article 1(3), points 
(a) and (b), of Directive 96/71/EC, as 
amended by Directive 2018/957/EU, 
should only be included in the calculation 
of the number of employees of the sending 
company.
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(b), of Directive 96/71/EC, as amended by 
Directive 2018/957/EU, should only be 
included in the calculation of the number 
of employees of the sending company.

_________________ _________________
103 Directive (EU) 2018/957 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
28 June 2018 amending Directive 
96/71/EC concerning the posting of 
workers in the framework of the provision 
of services (OJ L 173, 9.7.2018, p. 16).

103 Directive (EU) 2018/957 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
28 June 2018 amending Directive 
96/71/EC concerning the posting of 
workers in the framework of the provision 
of services (OJ L 173, 9.7.2018, p. 16).

Or. en

Amendment 182
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 21

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(21) Under this Directive, EU 
companies with more than 500 employees 
on average and a worldwide net turnover 
exceeding EUR 150 million in the 
financial year preceding the last financial 
year should be required to comply with due 
diligence. As regards companies which do 
not fulfil those criteria, but which had 
more than 250 employees on average and 
more than EUR 40 million worldwide net 
turnover in the financial year preceding 
the last financial year and which operate 
in one or more high-impact sectors, due 
diligence should apply 2 years after the 
end of the transposition period of this 
directive, in order to provide for a longer 
adaptation period. In order to ensure a 
proportionate burden, companies 
operating in such high-impact sectors 
should be required to comply with more 
targeted due diligence focusing on severe 
adverse impacts. Temporary agency 
workers, including those posted under 

(21) Under this Directive, all EU 
companies with the exception of micro-
enterprises as defined by Article 3(1) of 
Directive 2013/34/EU should be required 
to comply with due diligence. Companies 
operating in high-impact sectors should be 
required to comply with more targeted due. 
Temporary agency workers, including 
those posted under Article 1(3), point (c), 
of Directive 96/71/EC, as amended by 
Directive 2018/957/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council[1], should 
be included in the calculation of the 
number of employees in the user company. 
Posted workers under Article 1(3), points 
(a) and (b), of Directive 96/71/EC, as 
amended by Directive 2018/957/EU, 
should only be included in the calculation 
of the number of employees of the sending 
company. [1] Directive (EU) 2018/957 of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 28 June 2018 amending 
Directive 96/71/EC concerning the 
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Article 1(3), point (c), of Directive 
96/71/EC, as amended by Directive 
2018/957/EU of the European Parliament 
and of the Council103 , should be included 
in the calculation of the number of 
employees in the user company. Posted 
workers under Article 1(3), points (a) and 
(b), of Directive 96/71/EC, as amended by 
Directive 2018/957/EU, should only be 
included in the calculation of the number 
of employees of the sending company.

posting of workers in the framework of 
the provision of services (OJ L 173, 
9.7.2018, p. 16).

_________________
103 Directive (EU) 2018/957 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
28 June 2018 amending Directive 
96/71/EC concerning the posting of 
workers in the framework of the provision 
of services (OJ L 173, 9.7.2018, p. 16).

Or. en

Amendment 183
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Recital 21

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(21) Under this Directive, EU 
companies with more than 500 employees 
on average and a worldwide net turnover 
exceeding EUR 150 million in the financial 
year preceding the last financial year 
should be required to comply with due 
diligence. As regards companies which do 
not fulfil those criteria, but which had more 
than 250 employees on average and more 
than EUR 40 million worldwide net 
turnover in the financial year preceding the 
last financial year and which operate in one 
or more high-impact sectors, due diligence 
should apply 2 years after the end of the 
transposition period of this directive, in 
order to provide for a longer adaptation 

(21) Under this Directive, all 
companies, whether European or foreign, 
with significant operations in the EU and 
with more than 500 employees on average 
– in the case of European companies – 
and a worldwide net turnover exceeding 
EUR 150 million in the financial year 
preceding the last financial year should be 
required to comply to the best of their 
ability with due diligence in their 
respective activities, both in Europe and 
abroad, particularly in developing 
countries. This Directive therefore 
excludes small and medium-sized 
enterprises. As regards European or 
foreign companies with significant 
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period. In order to ensure a proportionate 
burden, companies operating in such high-
impact sectors should be required to 
comply with more targeted due diligence 
focusing on severe adverse impacts. 
Temporary agency workers, including 
those posted under Article 1(3), point (c), 
of Directive 96/71/EC, as amended by 
Directive 2018/957/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council103, should be 
included in the calculation of the number 
of employees in the user company. Posted 
workers under Article 1(3), points (a) and 
(b), of Directive 96/71/EC, as amended by 
Directive 2018/957/EU, should only be 
included in the calculation of the number 
of employees of the sending company.

operations in the EU which do not fulfil 
those criteria, but which had more than 250 
employees on average – in the case of 
European companies – and more than 
EUR 40 million worldwide net turnover in 
the financial year preceding the last 
financial year and which operate in one or 
more high-impact sectors, due diligence 
should apply 2 years after the end of the 
transposition period of this directive, in 
order to provide for a longer adaptation 
period. In order to ensure a proportionate 
burden, companies operating in such high-
impact sectors should be required to 
comply with more targeted due diligence 
focusing on severe adverse impacts. 
Temporary agency workers, including 
those posted under Article 1(3), point (c), 
of Directive 96/71/EC, as amended by 
Directive 2018/957/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council103, should be 
included in the calculation of the number 
of employees in the user company. Posted 
workers under Article 1(3), points (a) and 
(b), of Directive 96/71/EC, as amended by 
Directive 2018/957/EU, should only be 
included in the calculation of the number 
of employees of the sending company.

_________________ _________________
103 Directive (EU) 2018/957 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
28 June 2018 amending Directive 
96/71/EC concerning the posting of 
workers in the framework of the provision 
of services (OJ L 173, 9.7.2018, p. 16).

103 Directive (EU) 2018/957 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
28 June 2018 amending Directive 
96/71/EC concerning the posting of 
workers in the framework of the provision 
of services (OJ L 173, 9.7.2018, p. 16).

Or. fr

Amendment 184
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 22
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(22) In order to reflect the priority areas 
of international action aimed at tackling 
human rights and environmental issues, the 
selection of high-impact sectors for the 
purposes of this Directive should be based 
on existing sectoral OECD due diligence 
guidance. The following sectors should be 
regarded as high-impact for the purposes of 
this Directive: the manufacture of textiles, 
leather and related products (including 
footwear), and the wholesale trade of 
textiles, clothing and footwear; agriculture, 
forestry, fisheries (including aquaculture), 
the manufacture of food products, and the 
wholesale trade of agricultural raw 
materials, live animals, wood, food, and 
beverages; the extraction of mineral 
resources regardless of where they are 
extracted from (including crude petroleum, 
natural gas, coal, lignite, metals and metal 
ores, as well as all other, non-metallic 
minerals and quarry products), the 
manufacture of basic metal products, other 
non-metallic mineral products and 
fabricated metal products (except 
machinery and equipment), and the 
wholesale trade of mineral resources, basic 
and intermediate mineral products 
(including metals and metal ores, 
construction materials, fuels, chemicals 
and other intermediate products). As 
regards the financial sector, due to its 
specificities, in particular as regards the 
value chain and the services offered, even 
if it is covered by sector-specific OECD 
guidance, it should not form part of the 
high-impact sectors covered by this 
Directive. At the same time, in this sector, 
the broader coverage of actual and 
potential adverse impacts should be 
ensured by also including very large 
companies in the scope that are regulated 
financial undertakings, even if they do not 
have a legal form with limited liability.

(22) In order to reflect the priority areas 
of international action aimed at tackling 
human rights, and environmental and 
climate issues, this Directive should 
provide a list of high-impact sectors based¸ 
among others, on existing sectoral OECD 
due diligence guidance. The sectors that 
should be regarded as high-impact for the 
purposes of this Directive include: the 
energy sector including gas, nuclear, 
steam, electricity and other sources 
throughout their life cycle, from 
extraction, refining, production, 
combustion of fuels, in transportation, 
storage and waste management including 
radioactive waste; the chemicals sector; 
the manufacture of textiles, apparel, fur, 
leather and related products (including 
footwear), and the wholesale trade and 
retail of textiles, clothing and footwear; 
plastic production, waste shipment and 
management; agriculture, forestry, 
fisheries (including aquaculture), the 
management of land and resources 
(including in relation to nature 
conservation or other related activities), 
the manufacture of food products, and the 
wholesale trade of agricultural raw 
materials, live animals, animal products, 
wood, food, and beverages; construction 
sector and infrastructure building; 
transportation sector, logistics and 
storage; the extraction and refining of 
mineral resources regardless of where they 
are extracted from (including crude 
petroleum, natural gas, coal, lignite, metals 
and metal ores, as well as all other, non-
metallic minerals and quarry products), the 
manufacture of basic metal products, other 
non-metallic mineral products and 
fabricated metal products (except 
machinery and equipment), the wholesale 
trade of mineral resources, basic and 
intermediate mineral products (including 
metals and metal ores, construction 
materials, fuels, chemicals and other 
intermediate products) the production, use 
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and waste management of electronic 
products; waste management sector; 
employment activities, health, social and 
elder care; cleaning and household 
services; hospitality; financial and 
insurance activities; technology, digital 
activities and online platforms; 
manufacture and trade of weapons and 
ammunition, including dual-use items, 
manufacture and trade of military 
fighting vehicles; private security 
activities and security systems service 
activities, including the development and 
operation of biometrics and surveillance 
technologies.

Or. en

Amendment 185
Pierfrancesco Majorino

Proposal for a directive
Recital 22

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(22) In order to reflect the priority areas 
of international action aimed at tackling 
human rights and environmental issues, the 
selection of high-impact sectors for the 
purposes of this Directive should be based 
on existing sectoral OECD due diligence 
guidance. The following sectors should be 
regarded as high-impact for the purposes of 
this Directive: the manufacture of textiles, 
leather and related products (including 
footwear), and the wholesale trade of 
textiles, clothing and footwear; agriculture, 
forestry, fisheries (including aquaculture), 
the manufacture of food products, and the 
wholesale trade of agricultural raw 
materials, live animals, wood, food, and 
beverages; the extraction of mineral 
resources regardless of where they are 
extracted from (including crude petroleum, 
natural gas, coal, lignite, metals and metal 
ores, as well as all other, non-metallic 

(22) In order to reflect the priority areas 
of international action aimed at tackling 
human rights, environmental, rule of law 
and good governance issues, the selection 
of high-impact sectors for the purposes of 
this Directive should be based on existing 
sectoral OECD due diligence guidance. 
The following sectors should be regarded 
as high-impact for the purposes of this 
Directive: the manufacture of textiles, 
leather and related products (including 
footwear), the wholesale trade of textiles, 
clothing and footwear; agriculture, 
forestry, fisheries (including aquaculture), 
the manufacture of food products, and the 
wholesale trade of agricultural raw 
materials, live animals, wood, food, and 
beverages and sale to consumers; the 
energy; extraction, transport, processing, 
refining and handling of mineral 
resources regardless of where they are 
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minerals and quarry products), the 
manufacture of basic metal products, other 
non-metallic mineral products and 
fabricated metal products (except 
machinery and equipment), and the 
wholesale trade of mineral resources, basic 
and intermediate mineral products 
(including metals and metal ores, 
construction materials, fuels, chemicals 
and other intermediate products). As 
regards the financial sector, due to its 
specificities, in particular as regards the 
value chain and the services offered, even 
if it is covered by sector-specific OECD 
guidance, it should not form part of the 
high-impact sectors covered by this 
Directive. At the same time, in this sector, 
the broader coverage of actual and 
potential adverse impacts should be 
ensured by also including very large 
companies in the scope that are regulated 
financial undertakings, even if they do not 
have a legal form with limited liability.

extracted from (including crude petroleum, 
natural gas, coal, lignite, metals and metal 
ores, as well as all other, non-metallic 
minerals and quarry products), the 
manufacture of basic metal products, other 
non-metallic mineral products and 
fabricated metal products (except 
machinery and equipment), and the 
wholesale trade of mineral resources, basic 
and intermediate mineral products 
(including metals and metal ores, 
construction materials, fuels, chemicals 
and other intermediate products); 
construction, logistics and 
infrastructures; oil and gas production 
and oil refining sector. As regards the 
financial sector, due to its specificities, in 
particular as regards the value chain and 
the services offered, even if it is covered by 
sector-specific OECD guidance, it should 
not form part of the high-impact sectors 
covered by this Directive. At the same 
time, in this sector, the broader coverage of 
actual and potential adverse impacts should 
be ensured by also including very large 
companies in the scope that are regulated 
financial undertakings, even if they do not 
have a legal form with limited liability.

Or. en

Amendment 186
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Recital 22

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(22) In order to reflect the priority areas 
of international action aimed at tackling 
human rights and environmental issues, the 
selection of high-impact sectors for the 
purposes of this Directive should be based 
on existing sectoral OECD due diligence 
guidance. The following sectors should be 
regarded as high-impact for the purposes of 

(22) In order to reflect the priority areas 
of international action aimed at tackling 
human rights and environmental issues, the 
selection of high-impact sectors for the 
purposes of this Directive should be based 
on existing sectoral OECD due diligence 
guidance. The following sectors should be 
regarded as high-impact for the purposes of 
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this Directive: the manufacture of textiles, 
leather and related products (including 
footwear), and the wholesale trade of 
textiles, clothing and footwear; agriculture, 
forestry, fisheries (including aquaculture), 
the manufacture of food products, and the 
wholesale trade of agricultural raw 
materials, live animals, wood, food, and 
beverages; the extraction of mineral 
resources regardless of where they are 
extracted from (including crude petroleum, 
natural gas, coal, lignite, metals and metal 
ores, as well as all other, non-metallic 
minerals and quarry products), the 
manufacture of basic metal products, other 
non-metallic mineral products and 
fabricated metal products (except 
machinery and equipment), and the 
wholesale trade of mineral resources, basic 
and intermediate mineral products 
(including metals and metal ores, 
construction materials, fuels, chemicals 
and other intermediate products). As 
regards the financial sector, due to its 
specificities, in particular as regards the 
value chain and the services offered, even 
if it is covered by sector-specific OECD 
guidance, it should not form part of the 
high-impact sectors covered by this 
Directive. At the same time, in this sector, 
the broader coverage of actual and 
potential adverse impacts should be 
ensured by also including very large 
companies in the scope that are regulated 
financial undertakings, even if they do not 
have a legal form with limited liability.

this Directive: the manufacture of textiles, 
leather and related products (including 
footwear), and the wholesale trade of 
textiles, clothing and footwear; agriculture, 
forestry, fisheries (including aquaculture), 
the manufacture of food products, and the 
wholesale trade of agricultural raw 
materials, live animals, wood, food, and 
beverages; the extraction of mineral 
resources regardless of where they are 
extracted from (including crude petroleum, 
natural gas, coal, lignite, metals and metal 
ores, as well as all other, non-metallic 
minerals and quarry products), the 
manufacture of basic metal products, other 
non-metallic mineral products and 
fabricated metal products (except 
machinery and equipment), and the 
wholesale trade of mineral resources, basic 
and intermediate mineral products 
(including metals and metal ores, 
construction materials, fuels, chemicals 
and other intermediate products). As 
regards the financial sector, due to its 
specificities, in particular as regards the 
value chain and the services offered, the 
Commission should be empowered to 
draft sector-specific guidelines in line with 
the OECD guidance, to ensure that the 
sector can properly adhere to the 
requirements in this Directive. . At the 
same time, in this sector, the broader 
coverage of actual and potential adverse 
impacts should be ensured by also 
including very large companies in the 
scope that are regulated financial 
undertakings, even if they do not have a 
legal form with limited liability.

Or. en

Amendment 187
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 22
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(22) In order to reflect the priority areas 
of international action aimed at tackling 
human rights and environmental issues, the 
selection of high-impact sectors for the 
purposes of this Directive should be based 
on existing sectoral OECD due diligence 
guidance. The following sectors should be 
regarded as high-impact for the purposes of 
this Directive: the manufacture of textiles, 
leather and related products (including 
footwear), and the wholesale trade of 
textiles, clothing and footwear; agriculture, 
forestry, fisheries (including aquaculture), 
the manufacture of food products, and the 
wholesale trade of agricultural raw 
materials, live animals, wood, food, and 
beverages; the extraction of mineral 
resources regardless of where they are 
extracted from (including crude petroleum, 
natural gas, coal, lignite, metals and metal 
ores, as well as all other, non-metallic 
minerals and quarry products), the 
manufacture of basic metal products, other 
non-metallic mineral products and 
fabricated metal products (except 
machinery and equipment), and the 
wholesale trade of mineral resources, basic 
and intermediate mineral products 
(including metals and metal ores, 
construction materials, fuels, chemicals 
and other intermediate products). As 
regards the financial sector, due to its 
specificities, in particular as regards the 
value chain and the services offered, even 
if it is covered by sector-specific OECD 
guidance, it should not form part of the 
high-impact sectors covered by this 
Directive. At the same time, in this sector, 
the broader coverage of actual and 
potential adverse impacts should be 
ensured by also including very large 
companies in the scope that are regulated 
financial undertakings, even if they do not 
have a legal form with limited liability.

(22) In order to reflect the priority areas 
of international action aimed at tackling 
human rights, labour rights and 
environmental issues, the selection of high-
impact sectors for the purposes of this 
Directive should be based on existing 
sectoral OECD due diligence guidance. 
The following sectors should be regarded 
as high-impact for the purposes of this 
Directive: the manufacture of textiles, 
leather and related products (including 
footwear), and the wholesale trade of 
textiles, clothing and footwear; agriculture, 
forestry, fisheries (including aquaculture), 
the manufacture of food products, and the 
wholesale trade of agricultural raw 
materials, live animals, wood, food, and 
beverages; the extraction of mineral 
resources regardless of where they are 
extracted from (including crude petroleum, 
natural gas, coal, lignite, metals and metal 
ores, as well as all other, non-metallic 
minerals and quarry products), the 
manufacture of basic metal products, other 
non-metallic mineral products and 
fabricated metal products (except 
machinery and equipment), and the 
wholesale trade of mineral resources, basic 
and intermediate mineral products 
(including metals and metal ores, 
construction materials, fuels, chemicals 
and other intermediate products). As 
regards the financial sector, due to its 
specificities, in particular as regards the 
value chain and the services offered, even 
if it is covered by sector-specific OECD 
guidance, it should not form part of the 
high-impact sectors covered by this 
Directive. At the same time, in this sector, 
the broader coverage of actual and 
potential adverse impacts should be 
ensured by also including very large 
companies in the scope that are regulated 
financial undertakings, even if they do not 
have a legal form with limited liability.

Or. en
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Amendment 188
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(23) In order to achieve fully the 
objectives of this Directive addressing 
human rights and adverse environmental 
impacts with respect to companies’ 
operations, subsidiaries and value chains, 
third-country companies with significant 
operations in the EU should also be 
covered. More specifically, the Directive 
should apply to third-country companies 
which generated a net turnover of at least 
EUR 150 million in the Union in the 
financial year preceding the last financial 
year or a net turnover of more than EUR 
40 million but less than EUR 150 million 
in the financial year preceding the last 
financial year in one or more of the high-
impact sectors, as of 2 years after the end 
of the transposition period of this 
Directive.

(23) In order to achieve fully the 
objectives of this Directive addressing 
human rights, labour rights and adverse 
environmental impacts with respect to 
companies’ operations, subsidiaries and 
value chains, third-country companies with 
significant operations in the EU should 
also be covered. More specifically, the 
Directive should apply to third-country 
companies which generated a net turnover 
of at least EUR 4 million in the Union in 
the financial year preceding the last 
financial year.

Or. en

Amendment 189
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Recital 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(23) In order to achieve fully the 
objectives of this Directive addressing 
human rights and adverse environmental 
impacts with respect to companies’ 
operations, subsidiaries and value chains, 
third-country companies with significant 

(23) In order to achieve fully the 
objectives of this Directive addressing 
human rights and adverse environmental 
impacts with respect to companies’ 
operations, subsidiaries and value chains, 
third-country companies with significant 
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operations in the EU should also be 
covered. More specifically, the Directive 
should apply to third-country companies 
which generated a net turnover of at least 
EUR 150 million in the Union in the 
financial year preceding the last financial 
year or a net turnover of more than EUR 
40 million but less than EUR 150 million 
in the financial year preceding the last 
financial year in one or more of the high-
impact sectors, as of 2 years after the end 
of the transposition period of this 
Directive.

operations in the EU should also be 
covered. More specifically, to prevent 
possible distortions of competition, the 
Directive should apply to third-country 
companies which generated a net turnover 
of at least EUR 150 million in the Union in 
the financial year preceding the last 
financial year or a net turnover of more 
than EUR 40 million but less than EUR 
150 million in the financial year preceding 
the last financial year in one or more of the 
high-impact sectors, as of 2 years after the 
end of the transposition period of this 
Directive. The number of employees is not 
relevant here.

Or. fr

Amendment 190
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Recital 25

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(25) In order to achieve a meaningful 
contribution to the sustainability transition, 
due diligence under this Directive should 
be carried out with respect to adverse 
human rights impact on protected persons 
resulting from the violation of one of the 
rights and prohibitions as enshrined in the 
international conventions as listed in the 
Annex to this Directive. In order to ensure 
a comprehensive coverage of human rights, 
a violation of a prohibition or right not 
specifically listed in that Annex which 
directly impairs a legal interest protected in 
those conventions should also form part of 
the adverse human rights impact covered 
by this Directive, provided that the 
company concerned could have reasonably 
established the risk of such impairment and 
any appropriate measures to be taken in 
order to comply with the due diligence 

(25) In order to achieve a meaningful 
contribution to the sustainability transition, 
due diligence under this Directive should 
be carried out with respect to adverse 
human rights impact on protected persons 
resulting from the violation of one of the 
rights and prohibitions as enshrined in the 
international conventions as listed in the 
Annex to this Directive. In order to ensure 
a comprehensive coverage of human rights, 
a violation of a prohibition or right not 
specifically listed in that Annex which 
directly impairs a legal interest protected in 
those conventions should also form part of 
the adverse human rights impact covered 
by this Directive, provided that the 
company concerned could have reasonably 
established the risk of such impairment and 
any appropriate measures to be taken in 
order to comply with the due diligence 
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obligations under this Directive, taking into 
account all relevant circumstances of their 
operations, such as the sector and 
operational context. Due diligence should 
further encompass adverse environmental 
impacts resulting from the violation of one 
of the prohibitions and obligations pursuant 
to the international environmental 
conventions listed in the Annex to this 
Directive.

obligations under this Directive, taking into 
account all relevant circumstances of their 
operations, such as the sector and 
operational context. Due diligence should 
further encompass adverse environmental 
impacts resulting from the violation of one 
of the prohibitions and obligations pursuant 
to the international environmental 
conventions listed in the Annex to this 
Directive. Namely, a particularly adverse 
impact on: human health; air and 
atmospheric quality; water pollution and 
contamination, access to and availability 
of fresh water; soil pollution, erosion and 
integrity; and biodiversity, including 
significant damage to wildlife, the seabed 
and marine environments, natural 
habitats and ecosystems.

Or. fr

Amendment 191
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 25

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(25) In order to achieve a meaningful 
contribution to the sustainability transition, 
due diligence under this Directive should 
be carried out with respect to adverse 
human rights impact on protected persons 
resulting from the violation of one of the 
rights and prohibitions as enshrined in the 
international conventions as listed in the 
Annex to this Directive. In order to ensure 
a comprehensive coverage of human rights, 
a violation of a prohibition or right not 
specifically listed in that Annex which 
directly impairs a legal interest protected in 
those conventions should also form part of 
the adverse human rights impact covered 
by this Directive, provided that the 
company concerned could have 

(25) In order to achieve a meaningful 
contribution to the sustainability transition, 
due diligence under this Directive should 
be carried out with respect to adverse 
human rights impact on protected persons 
resulting from the violation of one of the 
rights and prohibitions as enshrined in the 
international conventions as listed in the 
Annex to this Directive. In order to ensure 
a comprehensive coverage of human rights, 
a violation of a prohibition or right not 
specifically listed in that Annex which 
directly impairs a legal interest protected in 
those conventions should also form part of 
the adverse human rights impact covered 
by this Directive. Due diligence should 
further encompass adverse environmental 
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reasonably established the risk of such 
impairment and any appropriate 
measures to be taken in order to comply 
with the due diligence obligations under 
this Directive, taking into account all 
relevant circumstances of their 
operations, such as the sector and 
operational context. Due diligence should 
further encompass adverse environmental 
impacts resulting from the violation of one 
of the prohibitions and obligations 
pursuant to the international 
environmental conventions listed in the 
Annex to this Directive.

and climate impacts resulting from the 
violation of one of the prohibitions and 
obligations established under EU and 
international environmental law, 
including, but not limited to the 
international environmental conventions 
listed in the Annex to this Directive, in 
particular adverse impacts on air quality, 
air pollution and atmosphere, water 
pollution, water contamination, access to 
water and depletion of freshwater, soil, 
such as soil pollution, soil contamination, 
soil erosion, and land degradation, 
biodiversity, including damage to wildlife, 
seabed and marine environment, flora, 
fauna, natural habitats and ecosystems, 
human health in accordance with the 
'One Health' approach, climate, including 
through greenhouse gas emissions and 
the destruction or degradation of sinks.

Or. en

Amendment 192
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Recital 25 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(25a) In order to carry out meaningful 
and impactful due diligence, companies 
must carry out meaningful engagement 
with affected and potentially affected 
stakeholders. The standards for 
“meaningful engagement” are outlined in 
OECD Guidelines for Multinational 
Enterprises: effective engagement 
between stakeholders should involve 
interactive processes; ongoing two-way 
communication; good faith of the 
participants on both sides. Meaningful 
stakeholder engagement must ensure the 
safety and protection of stakeholders, and 
companies must address risks of 
retaliation and reprisal faced by 
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stakeholders. Vulnerable stakeholders 
should be defined on the basis of 
intersecting and possibly overlapping 
factors, including among others sex, 
gender, age, education, migration status, 
disability, as well as social and economic 
status, and should take into account the 
context of the situation of vulnerability. 
These individuals and right-holders 
groups suffer from differentiated and 
often disproportionate adverse impacts 
and often face discrimination and 
additional barriers to participation and 
access to justice. They can include among 
others women and girls, children, 
indigenous people, migrant workers, 
seasonal workers, home workers, illiterate 
workers, people of lower-castes or ethnic 
minorities.

Or. en

Amendment 193
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Recital 25 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(25a) Corporate behaviour towards 
corruption, involvement in criminal 
activities whether direct or indirect or, 
more broadly, failure to respect the law is 
likely to have a negative impact on 
countries’ political and economic health, 
especially in developing countries. 
Corruption and disregard for laws thus 
undermine respect for human rights and 
the environment, with corruption allowing 
companies to avoid taking responsibility 
for the impact of their activities on human 
rights and the environment, and 
weakening the quality and frequency of 
the law enforcement activities carried out 
by public authorities (e.g. labour 
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inspection and environmental authorities) 
and of judicial proceedings, as well as 
trust in these activities and procedures.

Or. fr

Amendment 194
María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos

Proposal for a directive
Recital 26 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(26a) It is fundamental to ensure that 
human rights due diligence is 
implemented in a gender-responsive 
manner, acknowledging that gender 
inequality is embedded both in state and 
market institutions and represents a 
constrain the realisation of women and 
girl’s rights. Member States should 
ensure that companies apply gender lens 
throughout all of the steps and activities 
of the due diligence process - including 
gender-responsive remediation processes 
and mechanisms- and encourage 
companies them to actively support 
gender equality.

Or. en

Amendment 195
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 27

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(27) In order to conduct appropriate 
human rights, and environmental due 
diligence with respect to their operations, 
their subsidiaries, and their value chains, 

(27) In order to conduct appropriate 
human rights, climate and environmental 
due diligence with respect to their 
operations, produced goods and services 
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companies covered by this Directive 
should integrate due diligence into 
corporate policies, identify, prevent and 
mitigate as well as bring to an end and 
minimise the extent of potential and actual 
adverse human rights and environmental 
impacts, establish and maintain a 
complaints procedure, monitor the 
effectiveness of the taken measures in 
accordance with the requirements that are 
set up in this Directive and communicate 
publicly on their due diligence. In order to 
ensure clarity for companies, in particular 
the steps of preventing and mitigating 
potential adverse impacts and of bringing 
to an end, or when this is not possible, 
minimising actual adverse impacts should 
be clearly distinguished in this Directive.

throughout their life-cycle, and those their 
subsidiaries, and their value chains, 
companies covered by this Directive 
should, after meaningful consultation 
with stakeholders, integrate due diligence 
into corporate policies with short-, 
medium- and long-term measures, 
identify, prevent and mitigate as well as 
bring to an end and minimise the extent of 
potential and actual adverse human rights, 
environmental and climate impacts, 
establish and maintain a complaints 
procedure, monitor and assess the 
effectiveness of the taken measures in 
accordance with the requirements that are 
set up in this Directive and communicate 
publicly on their due diligence. In order to 
ensure clarity for companies, in particular 
the steps of preventing and mitigating 
potential adverse impacts and of bringing 
to an end, or when this is not possible, 
minimising actual adverse impacts should 
be clearly distinguished in this Directive.

Or. en

Amendment 196
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Recital 27

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(27) In order to conduct appropriate 
human rights, and environmental due 
diligence with respect to their operations, 
their subsidiaries, and their value chains, 
companies covered by this Directive 
should integrate due diligence into 
corporate policies, identify, prevent and 
mitigate as well as bring to an end and 
minimise the extent of potential and actual 
adverse human rights and environmental 
impacts, establish and maintain a 
complaints procedure, monitor the 

(27) In order to conduct appropriate 
human rights, and environmental due 
diligence with respect to their operations, 
their subsidiaries, and their value chains, 
companies covered by this Directive 
should integrate due diligence into 
corporate policies, identify, prevent and 
mitigate as well as bring to an end and 
minimise the extent of potential and actual 
adverse human rights and environmental 
impacts  in the upstream value chain, 
establish and maintain a complaints 
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effectiveness of the taken measures in 
accordance with the requirements that are 
set up in this Directive and communicate 
publicly on their due diligence. In order to 
ensure clarity for companies, in particular 
the steps of preventing and mitigating 
potential adverse impacts and of bringing 
to an end, or when this is not possible, 
minimising actual adverse impacts should 
be clearly distinguished in this Directive.

procedure, monitor the effectiveness of the 
taken measures in accordance with the 
requirements that are set up in this 
Directive and communicate publicly on 
their due diligence. In order to ensure 
clarity for companies, in particular the 
steps of preventing and mitigating potential 
adverse impacts and of bringing to an end, 
or when this is not possible, minimising 
actual adverse impacts should be clearly 
distinguished in this Directive.

Or. fr

Amendment 197
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 27

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(27) In order to conduct appropriate 
human rights, and environmental due 
diligence with respect to their operations, 
their subsidiaries, and their value chains, 
companies covered by this Directive 
should integrate due diligence into 
corporate policies, identify, prevent and 
mitigate as well as bring to an end and 
minimise the extent of potential and actual 
adverse human rights and environmental 
impacts, establish and maintain a 
complaints procedure, monitor the 
effectiveness of the taken measures in 
accordance with the requirements that are 
set up in this Directive and communicate 
publicly on their due diligence. In order to 
ensure clarity for companies, in particular 
the steps of preventing and mitigating 
potential adverse impacts and of bringing 
to an end, or when this is not possible, 
minimising actual adverse impacts should 
be clearly distinguished in this Directive.

(27) In order to conduct appropriate 
human rights, labour rights and 
environmental due diligence with respect 
to their operations, their subsidiaries, and 
their value chains, companies covered by 
this Directive should integrate due 
diligence into corporate policies, identify, 
prevent and mitigate as well as bring to an 
end and minimise the extent of potential 
and actual adverse human rights and 
environmental impacts, establish and 
maintain a complaints procedure, monitor 
the effectiveness of the taken measures in 
accordance with the requirements that are 
set up in this Directive and communicate 
publicly on their due diligence. In order to 
ensure clarity for companies, in particular 
the steps of preventing and mitigating 
potential adverse impacts and of bringing 
to an end, or when this is not possible, 
minimising actual adverse impacts should 
be clearly distinguished in this Directive.

Or. en
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Amendment 198
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 28

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(28) In order to ensure that due diligence 
forms part of companies’ corporate 
policies, and in line with the relevant 
international framework, companies should 
integrate due diligence into all their 
corporate policies and have in place a due 
diligence policy. The due diligence policy 
should contain a description of the 
company’s approach, including in the long 
term, to due diligence, a code of conduct 
describing the rules and principles to be 
followed by the company’s employees and 
subsidiaries; a description of the processes 
put in place to implement due diligence, 
including the measures taken to verify 
compliance with the code of conduct and to 
extend its application to established 
business relationships. The code of conduct 
should apply in all relevant corporate 
functions and operations, including 
procurement and purchasing decisions. 
Companies should also update their due 
diligence policy annually.

(28) In order to ensure that due diligence 
forms part of companies’ corporate 
policies, and in line with the relevant 
international framework, companies should 
integrate due diligence into all their 
corporate policies and have in place a due 
diligence policy. The due diligence policy 
should contain a description of the 
company’s approach, including in the long 
term, to due diligence, a code of conduct 
describing the rules and principles to be 
followed by the company’s employees and 
subsidiaries; a description of the processes 
put in place to implement due diligence, 
including the measures taken to verify 
compliance with the code of conduct and to 
extend its application to business 
relationships. The code of conduct should 
apply in all relevant corporate functions 
and operations, including procurement and 
purchasing decisions. Companies must put 
in place adequate policies to avoid passing 
on the costs of the due diligence process 
to business partners in a weaker position. 
The due diligence policy should notably 
include a strategy of co-investment to 
build the capacity of weaker business 
partners to carry out due diligence. 
Companies should also update their due 
diligence policy annually.

Or. en

Justification

Experience from the textile and minerals sectors have shown that companies tend to pass 
costs and responsibilities to upstream value chain actors whenever possible. Companies 
should be in a position to demonstrate to supervisory authorities that they do not pass on the 
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costs of due diligence to business partners by putting in place mechanisms to share the 
responsibility and costs of the due diligence process with their business partners.

Amendment 199
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Recital 28

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(28) In order to ensure that due diligence 
forms part of companies’ corporate 
policies, and in line with the relevant 
international framework, companies should 
integrate due diligence into all their 
corporate policies and have in place a due 
diligence policy. The due diligence policy 
should contain a description of the 
company’s approach, including in the long 
term, to due diligence, a code of conduct 
describing the rules and principles to be 
followed by the company’s employees and 
subsidiaries; a description of the processes 
put in place to implement due diligence, 
including the measures taken to verify 
compliance with the code of conduct and to 
extend its application to established 
business relationships. The code of conduct 
should apply in all relevant corporate 
functions and operations, including 
procurement and purchasing decisions. 
Companies should also update their due 
diligence policy annually.

(28) In order to ensure that due diligence 
in the upstream value chain forms part of 
companies’ corporate policies, and in line 
with the relevant international framework, 
companies should integrate due diligence 
into all their corporate policies and have in 
place a due diligence policy. The due 
diligence policy should contain a 
description of the company’s approach, 
including in the long term, to due 
diligence, a code of conduct describing the 
rules and principles to be followed by the 
company’s employees and subsidiaries; a 
description of the processes put in place to 
implement due diligence, including the 
measures taken to verify compliance with 
the code of conduct and to extend its 
application to established business 
relationships. The code of conduct should 
apply in all relevant corporate functions 
and operations, including procurement and 
purchasing decisions. Companies should 
also update their due diligence policy 
annually.

Or. fr

Amendment 200
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Recital 29
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(29) To comply with due diligence 
obligations, companies need to take 
appropriate measures with respect to 
identification, prevention and bringing to 
an end adverse impacts. An ‘appropriate 
measure’ should mean a measure that is 
capable of achieving the objectives of due 
diligence, commensurate with the degree 
of severity and the likelihood of the 
adverse impact, and reasonably available to 
the company, taking into account the 
circumstances of the specific case, 
including characteristics of the economic 
sector and of the specific business 
relationship and the company’s influence 
thereof, and the need to ensure 
prioritisation of action. In this context, in 
line with international frameworks, the 
company’s influence over a business 
relationship should include, on the one 
hand its ability to persuade the business 
relationship to take action to bring to an 
end or prevent adverse impacts (for 
example through ownership or factual 
control, market power, pre-qualification 
requirements, linking business incentives 
to human rights and environmental 
performance, etc.) and, on the other hand, 
the degree of influence or leverage that the 
company could reasonably exercise, for 
example through cooperation with the 
business partner in question or engagement 
with another company which is the direct 
business partner of the business 
relationship associated with adverse 
impact.

(29) To comply with due diligence 
obligations in the upstream value chain, 
companies need to take appropriate 
measures with respect to identification, 
prevention and bringing to an end adverse 
impacts. An ‘appropriate measure’ should 
mean a measure that is capable of 
achieving the objectives of due diligence, 
commensurate with the degree of severity 
and the likelihood of the adverse impact, 
and reasonably available to the company, 
taking into account the circumstances of 
the specific case, including characteristics 
of the economic sector and of the specific 
business relationship and the company’s 
influence over their value chain, and the 
need to ensure prioritisation of action. In 
this context, in line with international 
frameworks, the company’s influence over 
a business relationship should include, on 
the one hand its ability to persuade the 
business relationship to take action to bring 
to an end or prevent adverse impacts (for 
example through ownership or factual 
control, market power, pre-qualification 
requirements, linking business incentives 
to human rights and environmental 
performance, etc.) and, on the other hand, 
the degree of influence or leverage that the 
company could reasonably exercise, for 
example through cooperation with the 
business partner in question or engagement 
with another company which is the direct 
business partner of the business 
relationship associated with adverse 
impact.

Or. fr

Amendment 201
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 30
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(30) Under the due diligence obligations 
set out by this Directive, a company should 
identify actual or potential adverse human 
rights and environmental impacts. In order 
to allow for a comprehensive identification 
of adverse impacts, such identification 
should be based on quantitative and 
qualitative information. For instance, as 
regards adverse environmental impacts, the 
company should obtain information about 
baseline conditions at higher risk sites or 
facilities in value chains. Identification of 
adverse impacts should include assessing 
the human rights, and environmental 
context in a dynamic way and in regular 
intervals: prior to a new activity or 
relationship, prior to major decisions or 
changes in the operation; in response to or 
anticipation of changes in the operating 
environment; and periodically, at least 
every 12 months, throughout the life of an 
activity or relationship. Regulated 
financial undertakings providing loan, 
credit, or other financial services should 
identify the adverse impacts only at the 
inception of the contract. When 
identifying adverse impacts, companies 
should also identify and assess the impact 
of a business relationship’s business model 
and strategies, including trading, 
procurement and pricing practices. Where 
the company cannot prevent, bring to an 
end or minimize all its adverse impacts at 
the same time, it should be able to 
prioritize its action, provided it takes the 
measures reasonably available to the 
company, taking into account the specific 
circumstances.

(30) Under the due diligence obligations 
set out by this Directive, a company should 
identify actual or potential adverse human 
rights and environmental impacts. In order 
to allow for a comprehensive identification 
of adverse impacts, such identification 
should be based on quantitative and 
qualitative information. For instance, as 
regards adverse environmental impacts, the 
company should obtain information about 
baseline conditions at higher risk sites or 
facilities in value chains. Identification of 
adverse impacts should include assessing 
the human rights, and environmental 
context in a dynamic way and in regular 
intervals: prior to a new activity or 
relationship, prior to major decisions or 
changes in the operation; in response to or 
anticipation of changes in the operating 
environment; and periodically, at least 
every 12 months, throughout the life of an 
activity or relationship. When identifying 
adverse impacts, companies should also 
identify and assess the impact of a business 
relationship’s business model and 
strategies, including trading, procurement 
and pricing practices. Where the company 
cannot prevent, bring to an end or 
minimize all its adverse impacts at the 
same time, it should be able to prioritize its 
action, provided it takes the measures 
reasonably available to the company, 
taking into account the specific 
circumstances.

Or. en

Amendment 202
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group
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Proposal for a directive
Recital 30

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(30) Under the due diligence obligations 
set out by this Directive, a company should 
identify actual or potential adverse human 
rights and environmental impacts. In order 
to allow for a comprehensive identification 
of adverse impacts, such identification 
should be based on quantitative and 
qualitative information. For instance, as 
regards adverse environmental impacts, the 
company should obtain information about 
baseline conditions at higher risk sites or 
facilities in value chains. Identification of 
adverse impacts should include assessing 
the human rights, and environmental 
context in a dynamic way and in regular 
intervals: prior to a new activity or 
relationship, prior to major decisions or 
changes in the operation; in response to or 
anticipation of changes in the operating 
environment; and periodically, at least 
every 12 months, throughout the life of an 
activity or relationship. Regulated 
financial undertakings providing loan, 
credit, or other financial services should 
identify the adverse impacts only at the 
inception of the contract. When 
identifying adverse impacts, companies 
should also identify and assess the impact 
of a business relationship’s business model 
and strategies, including trading, 
procurement and pricing practices. Where 
the company cannot prevent, bring to an 
end or minimize all its adverse impacts at 
the same time, it should be able to 
prioritize its action, provided it takes the 
measures reasonably available to the 
company, taking into account the specific 
circumstances.

(30) Under the due diligence obligations 
set out by this Directive, a company should 
identify actual or potential adverse human 
rights, environmental and climate impacts. 
In order to allow for a comprehensive 
identification of adverse impacts, such 
identification should be based on 
quantitative and qualitative information. 
For instance, as regards adverse 
environmental and climate impacts, the 
company should obtain information about 
baseline conditions at higher risk sites or 
facilities in value chains. Identification of 
adverse impacts should include assessing 
the human rights, and environmental and 
climate context in a dynamic way and in 
regular intervals: prior to a new activity or 
relationship, prior to major decisions or 
changes in the operation; in response to or 
anticipation of changes in the operating 
environment; and periodically, at least 
every 12 months, throughout the life of an 
activity or relationship. When identifying 
adverse impacts, companies should also 
identify and assess the impact of a business 
relationship’s business model and 
strategies, including trading, procurement 
and pricing practices. Where the company 
cannot prevent, bring to an end or 
minimize all its adverse impacts at the 
same time, it should develop and 
implement a prioritisation strategy in 
consultation with stakeholders, which 
shall take into account the level of severity, 
likelihood, the duration, the spread and 
reversibility of the different potential 
adverse impacts on human rights, the 
environment and the climate.

Or. en



AM\1266797EN.docx 39/181 PE738.494v03-00

EN

Amendment 203
María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos

Proposal for a directive
Recital 30

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(30) Under the due diligence obligations 
set out by this Directive, a company should 
identify actual or potential adverse human 
rights and environmental impacts. In order 
to allow for a comprehensive identification 
of adverse impacts, such identification 
should be based on quantitative and 
qualitative information. For instance, as 
regards adverse environmental impacts, the 
company should obtain information about 
baseline conditions at higher risk sites or 
facilities in value chains. Identification of 
adverse impacts should include assessing 
the human rights, and environmental 
context in a dynamic way and in regular 
intervals: prior to a new activity or 
relationship, prior to major decisions or 
changes in the operation; in response to or 
anticipation of changes in the operating 
environment; and periodically, at least 
every 12 months, throughout the life of an 
activity or relationship. Regulated financial 
undertakings providing loan, credit, or 
other financial services should identify the 
adverse impacts only at the inception of the 
contract. When identifying adverse 
impacts, companies should also identify 
and assess the impact of a business 
relationship’s business model and 
strategies, including trading, procurement 
and pricing practices. Where the company 
cannot prevent, bring to an end or 
minimize all its adverse impacts at the 
same time, it should be able to prioritize its 
action, provided it takes the measures 
reasonably available to the company, 
taking into account the specific 
circumstances.

(30) Under the due diligence obligations 
set out by this Directive, a company should 
identify actual or potential adverse human 
rights and environmental impacts. In order 
to allow for a comprehensive identification 
of adverse impacts, such identification 
should be based on information received 
after relevant, transparent, accessible and 
meaningful stakeholder engagement, as 
well as in additional quantitative and 
qualitative data. For instance, as regards 
adverse environmental impacts, the 
company should obtain information about 
baseline conditions at higher risk sites or 
facilities in value chains. Identification of 
adverse impacts should include assessing 
the human rights, and environmental 
context in a dynamic way and in regular 
intervals: prior to a new activity or 
relationship, prior to major decisions or 
changes in the operation; in response to or 
anticipation of changes in the operating 
environment; and periodically, at least 
every 12 months, throughout the life of an 
activity or relationship. Regulated financial 
undertakings providing loan, credit, or 
other financial services should identify the 
adverse impacts only at the inception of the 
contract. When identifying adverse 
impacts, companies should also identify 
and assess the impact of a business 
relationship’s business model and 
strategies, including trading, procurement 
and pricing practices. Where the company 
cannot prevent, bring to an end or 
minimize all its adverse impacts at the 
same time, it should be able to prioritize its 
action, provided it takes the measures 
reasonably available to the company, 
taking into account the specific 
circumstances.
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Or. en

Amendment 204
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Recital 30

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(30) Under the due diligence obligations 
set out by this Directive, a company should 
identify actual or potential adverse human 
rights and environmental impacts. In order 
to allow for a comprehensive identification 
of adverse impacts, such identification 
should be based on quantitative and 
qualitative information. For instance, as 
regards adverse environmental impacts, the 
company should obtain information about 
baseline conditions at higher risk sites or 
facilities in value chains. Identification of 
adverse impacts should include assessing 
the human rights, and environmental 
context in a dynamic way and in regular 
intervals: prior to a new activity or 
relationship, prior to major decisions or 
changes in the operation; in response to or 
anticipation of changes in the operating 
environment; and periodically, at least 
every 12 months, throughout the life of an 
activity or relationship. Regulated financial 
undertakings providing loan, credit, or 
other financial services should identify the 
adverse impacts only at the inception of the 
contract. When identifying adverse 
impacts, companies should also identify 
and assess the impact of a business 
relationship’s business model and 
strategies, including trading, procurement 
and pricing practices. Where the company 
cannot prevent, bring to an end or 
minimize all its adverse impacts at the 
same time, it should be able to prioritize its 
action, provided it takes the measures 
reasonably available to the company, 
taking into account the specific 

(30) Under the due diligence obligations 
set out by this Directive, a company should 
identify actual or potential adverse human 
rights and environmental impacts. In order 
to allow for a comprehensive identification 
of adverse impacts, such identification 
should be based on quantitative and 
qualitative information. For instance, as 
regards adverse environmental impacts, the 
company should obtain information about 
baseline conditions at higher risk sites or 
facilities in value chains. Identification of 
adverse impacts should include assessing 
the human rights, and environmental 
context in a dynamic way and in regular 
intervals: prior to a new activity or 
relationship, prior to major decisions or 
changes in the operation; in response to or 
anticipation of changes in the operating 
environment; and periodically, at least 
every 12 months, throughout the life of an 
activity or relationship. There should be 
appropriate guidance to ensure that 
regulated financial undertakings providing 
loan, credit, or other financial services can 
appropriately identify the adverse impacts 
of their activities at the inception of the 
contract as part of the on-boarding 
processes for new relevant clients and 
subject to an annual update. . When 
identifying adverse impacts, companies 
should also identify and assess the impact 
of a business relationship’s business model 
and strategies, including trading, 
procurement and pricing practices. Where 
the company cannot prevent, bring to an 
end or minimize all its adverse impacts at 



AM\1266797EN.docx 41/181 PE738.494v03-00

EN

circumstances. the same time, it should be able to 
prioritize its action, provided it takes the 
measures reasonably available to the 
company, taking into account the specific 
circumstances.

Or. en

Amendment 205
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 31

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(31) In order to avoid undue burden on 
the smaller companies operating in high-
impact sectors which are covered by this 
Directive, those companies should only be 
obliged to identify those actual or 
potential severe adverse impacts that are 
relevant to the respective sector.

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 206
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 31

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(31) In order to avoid undue burden on 
the smaller companies operating in high-
impact sectors which are covered by this 
Directive, those companies should only be 
obliged to identify those actual or 
potential severe adverse impacts that are 
relevant to the respective sector.

(31) In order to avoid undue burden on 
SMEs covered by this Directive, those 
companies should be supported with 
adequate and targeted measures and 
tools.

Or. en
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Amendment 207
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 32

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(32) In line with international standards, 
prevention and mitigation as well as 
bringing to an end and minimisation of 
adverse impacts should take into account 
the interests of those adversely impacted. 
In order to enable continuous engagement 
with the value chain business partner 
instead of termination of business 
relations (disengagement) and possibly 
exacerbating adverse impacts, this 
Directive should ensure that 
disengagement is a last-resort action, in 
line with the Union`s policy of zero-
tolerance on child labour. Terminating a 
business relationship in which child 
labour was found could expose the child to 
even more severe adverse human rights 
impacts. This should therefore be taken 
into account when deciding on the 
appropriate action to take.

(32) In line with international standards, 
prevention mitigation and remediation as 
well as bringing to an end and 
minimisation of adverse impacts should 
fully take into account the interests of those 
adversely impacted and should be 
designed and determined on the basis of 
meaningful engagement with them. 
Companies should engage in a timely 
manner, efficiently and meaningfully with 
stakeholders impacted by the decision to 
suspend or terminate the adverse impacts 
before reaching that decision, and shall 
address the adverse impacts derived from 
those actions. In particular, contributions 
to ending the child labour should include 
adjusting pricing practices to ensure a 
decent living of families and farmers, 
supporting children’s access to education 
and require the supplier to avoid child 
labour.

Or. en

Justification

Addressing the root causes of human rights and environmental adverse impacts should be the 
ultimate objective for companies when preventing, mitigating and bringing these adverse 
impacts to an end, and remediating where appropriate. It is therefore crucial that companies 
keep engaging with their partners to actually change the situation on the ground. For 
example, adjusting purchasing and pricing practices can be a powerful measure to end some 
of the most severe adverse impacts in supply chains.

Amendment 208
Pierfrancesco Majorino
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Proposal for a directive
Recital 32

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(32) In line with international standards, 
prevention and mitigation as well as 
bringing to an end and minimisation of 
adverse impacts should take into account 
the interests of those adversely impacted. 
In order to enable continuous engagement 
with the value chain business partner 
instead of termination of business 
relations (disengagement) and possibly 
exacerbating adverse impacts, this 
Directive should ensure that 
disengagement is a last-resort action, in 
line with the Union`s policy of zero-
tolerance on child labour. Terminating a 
business relationship in which child labour 
was found could expose the child to even 
more severe adverse human rights 
impacts. This should therefore be taken 
into account when deciding on the 
appropriate action to take.

(32) In line with international standards, 
prevention, mitigation and remediation as 
well as bringing to an end and 
minimisation of adverse impacts should 
fully take into account the interests of those 
adversely impacted and should be 
designed and determined on the basis of 
meaningful engagement with them. 
Companies should engage in a timely 
manner, efficiently and meaningfully with 
stakeholders impacted by the decision to 
suspend or terminate the adverse impacts 
before reaching that decision, and shall 
address the adverse impacts derived from 
those actions. In line with the Union’s 
policy of zero-tolerance on child labour, 
the companies should disengage from 
business relations that exploits in any 
form child labour as defined in the ILO 
Convention No. 182.

Or. en

Amendment 209
María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos

Proposal for a directive
Recital 32

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(32) In line with international standards, 
prevention and mitigation as well as 
bringing to an end and minimisation of 
adverse impacts should take into account 
the interests of those adversely impacted. 
In order to enable continuous engagement 
with the value chain business partner 
instead of termination of business relations 
(disengagement) and possibly exacerbating 
adverse impacts, this Directive should 
ensure that disengagement is a last-resort 

(32) In line with international standards, 
prevention, mitigation and remediation as 
well as bringing to an end and 
minimisation of adverse impacts should 
fully take into account the interests and 
circumstances of those adversely impacted 
through a relevant, regular, meaningful 
and accessible consultation process that 
truly allows them to participate in the 
design and decision making process that 
directly affects them. In order to enable 
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action, in line with the Union`s policy of 
zero-tolerance on child labour. Terminating 
a business relationship in which child 
labour was found could expose the child to 
even more severe adverse human rights 
impacts. This should therefore be taken 
into account when deciding on the 
appropriate action to take.

continuous engagement with the value 
chain business partner instead of 
termination of business relations 
(disengagement) and possibly exacerbating 
adverse impacts, this Directive should 
ensure that disengagement is a last-resort 
action, in line with the Union`s policy of 
zero-tolerance on child labour. Terminating 
a business relationship in which child 
labour was found could expose the child to 
even more severe adverse human rights 
impacts. This should therefore be taken 
into account when deciding on the 
appropriate action to take.

Or. en

Amendment 210
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 33

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(33) Under the due diligence obligations 
set out by this Directive, if a company 
identifies potential adverse human rights or 
environmental impacts, it should take 
appropriate measures to prevent and 
adequately mitigate them. To provide 
companies with legal clarity and certainty, 
this Directive should set out the actions 
companies should be expected to take for 
prevention and mitigation of potential 
adverse impacts where relevant depending 
on the circumstances.

(33) Under the due diligence obligations 
set out by this Directive, if a company 
identifies potential adverse human rights, 
adverse labour rights or environmental 
impacts, it should take appropriate 
measures to prevent and adequately 
mitigate them. To provide companies with 
legal clarity and certainty, this Directive 
should set out the actions companies 
should be expected to take for prevention 
and mitigation of potential adverse impacts 
where relevant depending on the 
circumstances.

Or. en

Amendment 211
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group
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Proposal for a directive
Recital 36

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(36) In order to ensure that prevention 
and mitigation of potential adverse impacts 
is effective, companies should prioritize 
engagement with business relationships in 
the value chain, instead of terminating the 
business relationship, as a last resort action 
after attempting at preventing and 
mitigating adverse potential impacts 
without success. However, the Directive 
should also, for cases where potential 
adverse impacts could not be addressed by 
the described prevention or mitigation 
measures, refer to the obligation for 
companies to refrain from entering into 
new or extending existing relations with 
the partner in question and, where the law 
governing their relations so entitles them 
to, to either temporarily suspend 
commercial relationships with the partner 
in question, while pursuing prevention and 
minimisation efforts, if there is reasonable 
expectation that these efforts are to succeed 
in the short-term; or to terminate the 
business relationship with respect to the 
activities concerned if the potential adverse 
impact is severe. In order to allow 
companies to fulfil that obligation, 
Member States should provide for the 
availability of an option to terminate the 
business relationship in contracts governed 
by their laws. It is possible that prevention 
of adverse impacts at the level of indirect 
business relationships requires 
collaboration with another company, for 
example a company which has a direct 
contractual relationship with the supplier. 
In some instances, such collaboration could 
be the only realistic way of preventing 
adverse impacts, in particular, where the 
indirect business relationship is not ready 
to enter into a contract with the company. 
In these instances, the company should 
collaborate with the entity which can most 
effectively prevent or mitigate adverse 

(36) In order to ensure that prevention 
and mitigation of potential adverse impacts 
is effective, companies should prioritize 
engagement with business relationships in 
the value chain, instead of terminating the 
business relationship, as a last resort action 
after attempting at preventing and 
mitigating adverse potential impacts 
without success. However, the Directive 
should also, for cases where potential 
adverse impacts could not be addressed by 
the described prevention or mitigation 
measures, refer to the obligation for 
companies to refrain from entering into 
new or extending existing relations with 
the partner in question and, where the law 
governing their relations so entitles them 
to, to either temporarily suspend 
commercial relationships with the partner 
in question, while pursuing prevention, 
minimisation and remediation efforts 
where appropriate, if there is reasonable 
expectation that these efforts are to succeed 
in accordance with a joint time-bound 
plan; or to terminate the business 
relationship with respect to the activities 
concerned if the potential adverse impact is 
severe. Companies shall engage 
meaningfully with stakeholders impacted 
by the decision to disengage before 
reaching this decision, and shall address 
the adverse impacts related to the decision 
to disengage and pursue remediation of 
past adverse impacts where appropriate. 
In order to allow companies to fulfil that 
obligation, Member States should provide 
for the availability of an option to 
terminate the business relationship in 
contracts governed by their laws. It is 
possible that prevention of adverse impacts 
at the level of indirect business 
relationships requires collaboration with 
another company, for example a company 
which has a direct contractual relationship 
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impacts at the level of the indirect business 
relationship while respecting competition 
law.

with the supplier. In some instances, such 
collaboration could be the only realistic 
way of preventing adverse impacts, in 
particular, where the indirect business 
relationship is not ready to enter into a 
contract with the company. In these 
instances, the company should collaborate 
with the entity which can most effectively 
prevent or mitigate adverse impacts at the 
level of the indirect business relationship 
while respecting competition law.

Or. en

Justification

In line with international standards on due diligence, the directive should encourage 
companies to engage with suppliers instead of automatically cutting them out of their value 
chains. This approach can be abused by companies looking for an easy way out to comply 
with the directive and can have severe impacts on the livelihoods of suppliers, including 
smallholders.

Amendment 212
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 37

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(37) As regards direct and indirect 
business relationships, industry 
cooperation, industry schemes and multi-
stakeholder initiatives can help create 
additional leverage to identify, mitigate, 
and prevent adverse impacts. Therefore it 
should be possible for companies to rely on 
such initiatives to support the 
implementation of their due diligence 
obligations laid down in this Directive to 
the extent that such schemes and initiatives 
are appropriate to support the fulfilment of 
those obligations. Companies could assess, 
at their own initiative, the alignment of 
these schemes and initiatives with the 
obligations under this Directive. In order to 
ensure full information on such initiatives, 

(37) As regards direct and indirect 
business relationships, industry 
cooperation, industry schemes and multi-
stakeholder initiatives can help create 
additional leverage to identify, mitigate, 
and prevent adverse impacts. Therefore it 
should be possible for companies to rely on 
such initiatives to support the 
implementation of their due diligence 
obligations laid down in this Directive to 
the extent that such schemes and initiatives 
are appropriate to support the fulfilment of 
those obligations. Companies could assess, 
at their own initiative, the alignment of 
these schemes and initiatives with the 
obligations under this Directive. The mere 
compliance with industry schemes and 
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the Directive should also refer to the 
possibility for the Commission and the 
Member States to facilitate the 
dissemination of information on such 
schemes or initiatives and their outcomes. 
The Commission, in collaboration with 
Member States, may issue guidance for 
assessing the fitness of industry schemes 
and multi-stakeholder initiatives.

multi-stakeholder initiatives should not 
prevent any company from its obligations 
and liability by breaches of due diligence 
obligations laid down in this Directive. In 
order to ensure full information on such 
initiatives, the Directive should also refer 
to the possibility for the Commission and 
the Member States to facilitate the 
dissemination of information on such 
schemes or initiatives and their outcomes. 
The Commission, in collaboration with 
Member States, may issue guidance for 
assessing the fitness of industry schemes 
and multi-stakeholder initiatives.

Or. en

Amendment 213
Pierfrancesco Majorino

Proposal for a directive
Recital 38

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(38) Under the due diligence obligations 
set out by this Directive, if a company 
identifies actual human rights or 
environmental adverse impacts, it should 
take appropriate measures to bring those to 
an end. It can be expected that a company 
is able to bring to an end actual adverse 
impacts in their own operations and in 
subsidiaries. However, it should be 
clarified that, as regards established 
business relationships, where adverse 
impacts cannot be brought to an end, 
companies should minimise the extent of 
such impacts. Minimisation of the extent of 
adverse impacts should require an outcome 
that is the closest possible to bringing the 
adverse impact to an end. To provide 
companies with legal clarity and certainty, 
this Directive should define which actions 
companies should be required to take for 
bringing actual human rights and 
environmental adverse impacts to an end 

(38) Under the due diligence obligations 
set out by this Directive, if a company 
identifies actual adverse human rights, 
environmental, rule of law and good 
governance impacts, it should take 
appropriate measures to bring those to an 
end. It can be expected that a company is 
able to bring to an end actual adverse 
impacts in their own operations and in 
subsidiaries and to require partners to do 
so. However, it should be clarified that, as 
regards business relationships, where 
adverse impacts cannot be brought to an 
end, companies should minimise such 
impacts, to the greatest extent possible. 
Minimisation of the extent of adverse 
impacts should require an outcome that is 
the closest possible to bringing the adverse 
impact to an end. To provide companies 
with legal clarity and certainty, this 
Directive should define which actions 
companies should be required to take for 
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and minimisation of their extent, where 
relevant depending on the circumstances.

bringing actual adverse human rights, 
environmental, rule of law and good 
governance impacts to an end and 
minimisation of their extent, where 
relevant depending on the circumstances.

Or. en

Amendment 214
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 38

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(38) Under the due diligence obligations 
set out by this Directive, if a company 
identifies actual human rights or 
environmental adverse impacts, it should 
take appropriate measures to bring those to 
an end. It can be expected that a company 
is able to bring to an end actual adverse 
impacts in their own operations and in 
subsidiaries. However, it should be 
clarified that, as regards established 
business relationships, where adverse 
impacts cannot be brought to an end, 
companies should minimise the extent of 
such impacts. Minimisation of the extent of 
adverse impacts should require an outcome 
that is the closest possible to bringing the 
adverse impact to an end. To provide 
companies with legal clarity and certainty, 
this Directive should define which actions 
companies should be required to take for 
bringing actual human rights and 
environmental adverse impacts to an end 
and minimisation of their extent, where 
relevant depending on the circumstances.

(38) Under the due diligence obligations 
set out by this Directive, if a company 
identifies actual human rights, 
environmental, climate, rule of law and 
good governance adverse impacts, it 
should take appropriate measures to bring 
those to an end. It can be expected that a 
company is able to bring to an end actual 
adverse impacts in their own operations 
and in subsidiaries and to require partners 
to do so. However, it should be clarified 
that, as regards business relationships, 
where adverse impacts cannot be brought 
to an end, companies should minimise such 
impacts, to the greatest extent possible. 
Minimisation of the extent of adverse 
impacts should require an outcome that is 
the closest possible to bringing the adverse 
impact to an end. To provide companies 
with legal clarity and certainty, this 
Directive should define which actions 
companies should be required to take for 
bringing actual adverse human rights and 
environmental, climate, rule of law and 
good governance adverse impacts to an 
end and minimisation of their extent. 

Or. en
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Amendment 215
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 38

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(38) Under the due diligence obligations 
set out by this Directive, if a company 
identifies actual human rights or 
environmental adverse impacts, it should 
take appropriate measures to bring those to 
an end. It can be expected that a company 
is able to bring to an end actual adverse 
impacts in their own operations and in 
subsidiaries. However, it should be 
clarified that, as regards established 
business relationships, where adverse 
impacts cannot be brought to an end, 
companies should minimise the extent of 
such impacts. Minimisation of the extent of 
adverse impacts should require an outcome 
that is the closest possible to bringing the 
adverse impact to an end. To provide 
companies with legal clarity and certainty, 
this Directive should define which actions 
companies should be required to take for 
bringing actual human rights and 
environmental adverse impacts to an end 
and minimisation of their extent, where 
relevant depending on the circumstances.

(38) Under the due diligence obligations 
set out by this Directive, if a company 
identifies actual human rights, labour 
rights or environmental adverse impacts, it 
should take appropriate measures to bring 
those to an end. It can be expected that a 
company is able to bring to an end actual 
adverse impacts in their own operations 
and in subsidiaries. However, it should be 
clarified that, as regards business 
relationships, where adverse impacts 
cannot be brought to an end, companies 
should minimise the extent of such 
impacts. Minimisation of the extent of 
adverse impacts should require an outcome 
that is the closest possible to bringing the 
adverse impact to an end. To provide 
companies with legal clarity and certainty, 
this Directive should define which actions 
companies should be required to take for 
bringing actual human rights and 
environmental adverse impacts to an end 
and minimisation of their extent, where 
relevant depending on the circumstances.

Or. en

Amendment 216
Pierfrancesco Majorino

Proposal for a directive
Recital 39

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(39) So as to comply with the obligation 
of bringing to an end and minimising the 
extent of actual adverse impacts under this 
Directive, companies should be required to 

(39) So as to comply with the obligation 
of bringing to an end and minimising the 
extent of actual adverse impacts under this 
Directive, companies should be required to 
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take the following actions, where relevant. 
They should neutralise the adverse impact 
or minimise its extent, with an action 
proportionate to the significance and scale 
of the adverse impact and to the 
contribution of the company’s conduct to 
the adverse impact. Where necessary due 
to the fact that the adverse impact cannot 
be immediately brought to an end, 
companies should develop and implement 
a corrective action plan with reasonable 
and clearly defined timelines for action and 
qualitative and quantitative indicators for 
measuring improvement. Companies 
should also seek to obtain contractual 
assurances from a direct business partner 
with whom they have an established 
business relationship that they will ensure 
compliance with the company’s code of 
conduct and, as necessary, a prevention 
action plan, including by seeking 
corresponding contractual assurances from 
its partners, to the extent that their 
activities are part of the company’s value 
chain. The contractual assurances should 
be accompanied by the appropriate 
measures to verify compliance. Finally, 
companies should also make investments 
aiming at ceasing or minimising the extent 
of adverse impact, provide targeted and 
proportionate support for an SMEs with 
which they have an established business 
relationship and collaborate with other 
entities, including, where relevant, to 
increase the company’s ability to bring the 
adverse impact to an end.

take the following actions, where relevant. 
They should neutralise the adverse impact 
or minimise it to the greatest extent 
possible, with an action proportionate to 
the significance and scale of the adverse 
impact. Where necessary due to the fact 
that the adverse impact cannot be 
immediately brought to an end, companies 
should develop and implement a corrective 
action plan with reasonable and clearly 
defined timelines for action and qualitative 
and quantitative indicators for measuring 
improvement. Companies should also 
obtain contractual assurances from a direct 
business partner with whom they have a 
business relationship that they will ensure 
compliance with the company’s code of 
conduct and, as necessary, a prevention 
action plan, including by obtaining 
corresponding contractual assurances from 
its partners, to the extent that their 
activities are part of the company’s value 
chain. The contractual assurances should 
be accompanied by the appropriate 
measures to verify compliance. Finally, 
companies should also make investments 
aiming at ceasing or minimising the 
adverse impact to the greatest extent 
possible, provide targeted and 
proportionate support for an SMEs with 
which they have an established business 
relationship and collaborate with other 
entities, including to increase the 
company’s ability to bring the adverse 
impact to an end.

Or. en

Amendment 217
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 42
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(42) Companies should provide the 
possibility for persons and organisations to 
submit complaints directly to them in case 
of legitimate concerns regarding actual or 
potential human rights and environmental 
adverse impacts. Organisations who could 
submit such complaints should include 
trade unions and other workers’ 
representatives representing individuals 
working in the value chain concerned and 
civil society organisations active in the 
areas related to the value chain concerned 
where they have knowledge about a 
potential or actual adverse impact. 
Companies should establish a procedure 
for dealing with those complaints and 
inform workers, trade unions and other 
workers’ representatives, where relevant, 
about such processes. Recourse to the 
complaints and remediation mechanism 
should not prevent the complainant from 
having recourse to judicial remedies. In 
accordance with international standards, 
complaints should be entitled to request 
from the company appropriate follow-up 
on the complaint and to meet with the 
company’s representatives at an 
appropriate level to discuss potential or 
actual severe adverse impacts that are the 
subject matter of the complaint. This 
access should not lead to unreasonable 
solicitations of companies.

(42) Companies should provide the 
possibility for persons, groups, 
communities, entities and organisations to 
submit complaints directly to them in case 
of legitimate concerns regarding actual or 
potential human rights, environmental and 
climate adverse impacts. Organisations 
who could submit such complaints should 
include trade unions and other workers’ 
representatives representing individuals 
working in the value chain concerned and 
civil society organisations, human rights 
and environmental rights defenders, or 
other legal or natural persons who have 
as a statutory purpose the defence of 
human rights, climate, the environment or 
good governance. Companies should 
establish a procedure for dealing with those 
complaints and inform workers, trade 
unions and other workers’ representatives, 
where relevant, about such processes. 
Recourse to the complaints and 
remediation mechanism should not prevent 
the complainant from having recourse to 
judicial remedies. In accordance with 
international standards, complaints should 
be entitled to request from the company 
appropriate follow-up on the complaint and 
to meet with the company’s representatives 
at an appropriate level to discuss potential 
or actual severe adverse impacts that are 
the subject matter of the complaint. This 
access should not lead to unreasonable 
solicitations of companies.

Or. en

Amendment 218
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 42

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment
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(42) Companies should provide the 
possibility for persons and organisations to 
submit complaints directly to them in case 
of legitimate concerns regarding actual or 
potential human rights and environmental 
adverse impacts. Organisations who could 
submit such complaints should include 
trade unions and other workers’ 
representatives representing individuals 
working in the value chain concerned and 
civil society organisations active in the 
areas related to the value chain concerned 
where they have knowledge about a 
potential or actual adverse impact. 
Companies should establish a procedure 
for dealing with those complaints and 
inform workers, trade unions and other 
workers’ representatives, where relevant, 
about such processes. Recourse to the 
complaints and remediation mechanism 
should not prevent the complainant from 
having recourse to judicial remedies. In 
accordance with international standards, 
complaints should be entitled to request 
from the company appropriate follow-up 
on the complaint and to meet with the 
company’s representatives at an 
appropriate level to discuss potential or 
actual severe adverse impacts that are the 
subject matter of the complaint. This 
access should not lead to unreasonable 
solicitations of companies.

(42) Companies should provide the 
possibility for persons and organisations to 
submit complaints directly to them in case 
of legitimate concerns regarding actual or 
potential human rights, labour rights and 
environmental adverse impacts. 
Organisations who could submit such 
complaints should include trade unions and 
other workers’ representatives representing 
individuals working in the value chain 
concerned and civil society organisations 
active in the areas related to the value 
chain concerned where they have 
knowledge about a potential or actual 
adverse impact. Companies should 
establish a procedure for dealing with those 
complaints and inform workers, trade 
unions and other workers’ representatives, 
where relevant, about such processes. 
Recourse to the complaints and 
remediation mechanism should not prevent 
the complainant from having recourse to 
judicial remedies. In accordance with 
international standards, complaints should 
be entitled to request from the company 
appropriate follow-up on the complaint and 
to meet with the company’s representatives 
at an appropriate level to discuss potential 
or actual severe adverse impacts that are 
the subject matter of the complaint.

Or. en

Amendment 219
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 43

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(43) Companies should monitor the 
implementation and effectiveness of their 
due diligence measures. They should carry 

(43) Companies should monitor the 
implementation and effectiveness of their 
due diligence measures. They should, in 
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out periodic assessments of their own 
operations, those of their subsidiaries and, 
where related to the value chains of the 
company, those of their established 
business relationships, to monitor the 
effectiveness of the identification, 
prevention, minimisation, bringing to an 
end and mitigation of human rights and 
environmental adverse impacts. Such 
assessments should verify that adverse 
impacts are properly identified, due 
diligence measures are implemented and 
adverse impacts have actually been 
prevented or brought to an end. In order to 
ensure that such assessments are up-to-
date, they should be carried out at least 
every 12 months and be revised in-between 
if there are reasonable grounds to believe 
that significant new risks of adverse impact 
could have arisen.

consultation with stakeholders, carry out 
periodic assessments of their own 
operations, those of their subsidiaries and, 
where related to the value chains of the 
company, those of their business 
relationships, to monitor the effectiveness 
of the identification, prevention, 
minimisation, bringing to an end and 
mitigation of human rights, environmental 
and climate adverse impacts. Such 
assessments should verify that adverse 
impacts are properly identified, due 
diligence measures are implemented and 
adverse impacts have actually been 
prevented or brought to an end. In order to 
ensure that such assessments are up-to-
date, they should be carried out at least 
every 12 months and be revised in-between 
if there are reasonable grounds to believe 
that significant new risks of adverse impact 
could have arisen.

Or. en

Amendment 220
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 43

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(43) Companies should monitor the 
implementation and effectiveness of their 
due diligence measures. They should carry 
out periodic assessments of their own 
operations, those of their subsidiaries and, 
where related to the value chains of the 
company, those of their established 
business relationships, to monitor the 
effectiveness of the identification, 
prevention, minimisation, bringing to an 
end and mitigation of human rights and 
environmental adverse impacts. Such 
assessments should verify that adverse 
impacts are properly identified, due 
diligence measures are implemented and 

(43) Companies should monitor the 
implementation and effectiveness of their 
due diligence measures. They should carry 
out periodic assessments of their own 
operations, those of their subsidiaries and, 
where related to the value chains of the 
company, those of their business 
relationships, to monitor the effectiveness 
of the identification, prevention, 
minimisation, bringing to an end and 
mitigation of human rights and 
environmental adverse impacts. Such 
assessments should verify that adverse 
impacts are properly identified, due 
diligence measures are implemented and 
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adverse impacts have actually been 
prevented or brought to an end. In order to 
ensure that such assessments are up-to-
date, they should be carried out at least 
every 12 months and be revised in-between 
if there are reasonable grounds to believe 
that significant new risks of adverse impact 
could have arisen.

adverse impacts have actually been 
prevented or brought to an end. In order to 
ensure that such assessments are up-to-
date, they should be carried out at least 
every 12 months and be revised in-between 
if there are reasonable grounds to believe 
that significant new risks of adverse impact 
could have arisen.

Or. en

Amendment 221
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 44 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(44a) Companies should provide 
stakeholders adequate, comprehensive 
meaningful information about actual and 
potential adverse human rights, 
environmental and climate impacts and 
the actions taken to respect their due 
diligence. Stakeholders should also be 
able to request additional information 
from a company regarding the actions 
taken to comply with the obligations set in 
this Directive. The confidentiality of 
commercial and industrial information 
shall not serve as a bar for access to 
information that relates to the 
implementation, by a company, of the 
provisions of national law transposing 
this Directive.

Or. en

Amendment 222
María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos

Proposal for a directive
Recital 45 a (new)



AM\1266797EN.docx 55/181 PE738.494v03-00

EN

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(45a) A full, safe, transparent, regular, 
meaningful and effective engagement of 
all relevant stakeholders throughout all 
the steps of due diligence process in the 
whole value chain is fundamental in 
order to ensure a proper implementation 
of this Directive. In line with international 
standards, that process should be 
interactive, accessible, responsive, 
continuous, gender-responsive, child-
sensitive and adapted to vulnerable 
stakeholders. Their involvement should 
take place timely and prior to decisions 
that could cause any adverse impacts. All 
relevant information needed by 
stakeholders to make informed judgments 
should be made available in a concise, 
transparent, comprehensible and easily 
accessible manner, including meaningful 
information about operations, projects 
and investments and their current and 
future adverse impacts.

Or. en

Amendment 223
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Recital 45 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(45a) The Commission shall establish an 
expert advisory group to provide 
information and answer questions 
on CSDD once adopted in order to 
minimise implementation costs for those 
entities within the scope and outside of it. 
This will ensure that the quality of 
information obtained in the summation of 
the due diligence report is accurate and 
timely in its delivery. This will also 
decrease red tape for companies.
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Or. en

Amendment 224
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 46 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(46a) Stakeholders, especially potentially 
impacted groups, including workers as 
well as human rights and environmental 
rights defenders, should be engaged 
effectively, meaningfully and in a 
structural manner by companies 
throughout the entire due diligence 
process. This includes the explicit 
recognition of the role of social dialogue 
and engagement with workers' 
representatives and trade unions, as 
described in the OECD Guidelines and 
International Labour Organisation (ILO) 
Tripartite Declaration of Principles 
concerning Multinational Enterprises and 
Social Policy.
In line with the UNGPs and OECD 
Guidelines, companies should engage 
with potentially affected stakeholders, 
with the objective of understanding and 
responding to their interests and 
concerns. They should particularly 
engage with those who are likely to be the 
most vulnerable to adverse impacts in 
connection with the company’s operations 
or value chain, such as smallholders, 
farm workers, Indigenous peoples and 
local communities, and women.
The right to the free, prior, and informed 
consent of Indigenous peoples and local 
communities should also be fully 
embedded in relevant engagement and 
consultation processes, in line with the 
UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and ILO 
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Convention 169 on Indigenous and Tribal 
Peoples.

Or. en

Amendment 225
María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos

Proposal for a directive
Recital 49

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(49) The Commission and Member 
States should continue to work in 
partnership with third countries to support 
upstream economic operators build the 
capacity to effectively prevent and mitigate 
adverse human rights and environmental 
impacts of their operations and business 
relationships, paying specific attention to 
the challenges faced by smallholders. They 
should use their neighbourhood, 
development and international cooperation 
instruments to support third country 
governments and upstream economic 
operators in third countries addressing 
adverse human rights and environmental 
impacts of their operations and upstream 
business relationships. This could include 
working with partner country governments, 
the local private sector and stakeholders on 
addressing the root causes of adverse 
human rights and environmental impacts.

(49) The Commission and Member 
States should continue to work in 
partnership with third countries to support 
upstream economic operators build the 
capacity to effectively prevent and mitigate 
adverse human rights and environmental 
impacts of their operations and business 
relationships, paying specific attention to 
the challenges faced by smallholders. They 
should use their neighbourhood, 
development, trade and international 
cooperation instruments to support third 
country governments and upstream 
economic operators in third countries 
addressing adverse human rights and 
environmental impacts of their operations 
and upstream business 
relationships, including through capacity 
building and expertise that will facilitate 
companies falling within the scope of this 
directive to comply with their due 
diligence obligations. This could include 
working with partner country governments, 
the local private sector and stakeholders, 
including civil society organizations and 
human rights defenders, on addressing the 
root causes of adverse human rights and 
environmental impacts. In the same line, 
the Commission and Member States 
should provide targeted support to 
stakeholders in third countries, in order to 
ensure a meaningful and safe 
engagement in all due diligence 
processes. In particular, support should 
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be provided to national and local civil 
society organisations and human rights 
defenders to monitor corporate practices 
and hold companies accountable. The 
Commission should also consider specific 
support programs for human rights 
defenders at risk because of their 
monitoring of corporate activities, 
particularly environmental defenders. In 
addition, the Commission and Member 
States should increase their dialogue with 
third countries in order to contribute to 
the enabling of environments in which the 
risks of retaliation is minimized.

Or. en

Amendment 226
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 49

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(49) The Commission and Member 
States should continue to work in 
partnership with third countries to support 
upstream economic operators build the 
capacity to effectively prevent and mitigate 
adverse human rights and environmental 
impacts of their operations and business 
relationships, paying specific attention to 
the challenges faced by smallholders. They 
should use their neighbourhood, 
development and international cooperation 
instruments to support third country 
governments and upstream economic 
operators in third countries addressing 
adverse human rights and environmental 
impacts of their operations and upstream 
business relationships. This could include 
working with partner country governments, 
the local private sector and stakeholders on 
addressing the root causes of adverse 

(49) The Commission and Member 
States should continue to work in 
partnership with third countries to support 
upstream economic operators build the 
capacity to effectively prevent and mitigate 
adverse human rights, environmental, 
climate, rule of law and good governance 
impacts of their operations and business 
relationships, paying specific attention to 
the challenges faced by smallholders, who 
are some of the most marginalised actors 
in the global value chains. If smallholders 
do not meet their needs, then they cannot 
afford the social (e.g. no child labour) and 
environmental improvements (e.g. no 
deforestation or sustainable 
diversification) that they buyers, 
governments and consumers expect from 
them. Henceforth, the Commission and 
Member States should use their 
neighbourhood, development and 
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human rights and environmental impacts. international cooperation instruments to 
support third country governments and 
upstream economic operators in third 
countries addressing adverse human rights, 
environmental, climate, rule of law and 
good governance impacts of their 
operations and upstream business 
relationships. This could include working 
with partner country governments, the 
local private sector and stakeholders on 
addressing the root causes of adverse 
human rights and environmental, climate, 
rule of law and good governance impacts. 
In the same line, the Commission and 
Member States should provide targeted 
support to stakeholders in developing 
countries, in order to ensure their 
meaningful engagement in all due 
diligence processes. In particular, support 
should be provided to national and local 
civil society organisations to monitor 
corporate practices and hold companies 
accountable and dedicated measures and 
funds should ease access to justice.

Or. en

Amendment 227
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 50

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(50) In order to ensure that this 
Directive effectively contributes to 
combating climate change, companies 
should adopt a plan to ensure that the 
business model and strategy of the 
company are compatible with the transition 
to a sustainable economy and with the 
limiting of global warming to 1.5 °C in line 
with the Paris Agreement. In case climate 
is or should have been identified as a 
principal risk for or a principal impact of 

(50) In order to ensure that this 
Directive effectively contributes to 
combating climate change, companies 
should, in consultation with stakeholders, 
adopt a plan to ensure that the business 
model and strategy of the company are 
aligned with the transition to a sustainable 
economy and with the limiting of global 
warming to 1.5 °C in line with the Paris 
Agreement and with the objective of 
achieving climate neutrality by 2050 at the 
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the company’s operations, the company 
should include emissions reduction 
objectives in its plan.

latest as established in Regulation EU 
2021/1119 (European Climate Law), 
pursuant to the latest recommendations of 
the IPCC and the European Scientific 
Advisory Board on Climate Change. 
Accordingly, the company should include 
emissions reduction objectives in its plan.

Or. en

Amendment 228
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 51

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(51) With a view to ensure that such 
emission reduction plan is properly 
implemented and embedded in the 
financial incentives of directors, the plan 
should be duly taken into account when 
setting directors’ variable remuneration, if 
variable remuneration is linked to the 
contribution of a director to the 
company’s business strategy and long-
term interests and sustainability.

(51) With a view to ensure that such 
emission reduction plan is properly 
implemented and embedded in the 
financial incentives of directors, the plan 
should be duly taken into account when 
setting directors’ variable remuneration.

Or. en

Amendment 229
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 54

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(54) In order to ensure effective 
enforcement of national measures 
implementing this Directive, Member 
States should provide for dissuasive, 
proportionate and effective sanctions for 
infringements of those measures. In order 

(54) In order to ensure effective 
enforcement of national measures 
implementing this Directive, Member 
States should provide for dissuasive, 
proportionate and effective sanctions for 
infringements of those measures. In order 
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for such sanction regime to be effective, 
administrative sanctions to be imposed by 
the national supervisory authorities should 
include pecuniary sanctions. Where the 
legal system of a Member State does not 
provide for administrative sanctions as 
foreseen in this Directive, the rules on 
administrative sanctions should be 
applied in such a way that the sanction is 
initiated by the competent supervisory 
authority and imposed by the judicial 
authority. Therefore, it is necessary that 
those Member States ensure that the 
application of the rules and sanctions has 
an equivalent effect to the administrative 
sanctions imposed by the competent 
supervisory authorities.

for such sanction regime to be effective, 
administrative sanctions to be imposed by 
the national supervisory authorities should 
include pecuniary sanctions that are 
proportionate to the turnout of the 
company. The legal system of a Member 
State should provide for administrative 
sanctions as foreseen in this Directive, 
without prejudice of their review by the 
competent judicial authority.

Or. en

Amendment 230
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 56

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(56) In order to ensure effective 
compensation of victims of adverse 
impacts, Member States should be required 
to lay down rules governing the civil 
liability of companies for damages arising 
due to its failure to comply with the due 
diligence process. The company should be 
liable for damages if they failed to comply 
with the obligations to prevent and mitigate 
potential adverse impacts or to bring actual 
impacts to an end and minimise their 
extent, and as a result of this failure an 
adverse impact that should have been 
identified, prevented, mitigated, brought to 
an end or its extent minimised through the 
appropriate measures occurred and led to 
damage.

(56) In order to ensure effective 
compensation of victims of adverse 
impacts, Member States should be required 
to lay down rules governing the civil 
liability of companies for damages arising 
due to its failure to comply with the due 
diligence process. The company should be 
liable for damages if they failed to comply 
with the obligations to prevent and mitigate 
potential adverse impacts or to bring actual 
impacts to an end and minimise their 
extent, and as a result of this failure an 
adverse impact that should have been 
identified, prevented, mitigated, brought to 
an end or its extent minimised through the 
appropriate measures occurred and led to 
damage. The company should also be 
liable for damages that result from 
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adverse human rights, environmental or 
climate impacts that should have been 
identified, prevented, mitigated, brought 
to an end or their extent minimised by its 
subsidiaries.

Or. en

Amendment 231
Pierfrancesco Majorino

Proposal for a directive
Recital 57

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(57) As regards damages occurring at 
the level of established indirect business 
relationships, the liability of the company 
should be subject to specific conditions. 
The company should not be liable if it 
carried out specific due diligence 
measures. However, it should not be 
exonerated from liability through 
implementing such measures in case it 
was unreasonable to expect that the 
action actually taken, including as 
regards verifying compliance, would be 
adequate to prevent, mitigate, bring to an 
end or minimise the adverse impact. In 
addition, in the assessment of the 
existence and extent of liability, due 
account is to be taken of the company’s 
efforts, insofar as they relate directly to 
the damage in question, to comply with 
any remedial action required of them by a 
supervisory authority, any investments 
made and any targeted support provided 
as well as any collaboration with other 
entities to address adverse impacts in its 
value chains.

(57) As regards damages occurring at 
the level of indirect business relationships, 
any person with a legitimate interest 
should be entitled to obtain from the 
company the full extent of damages 
resulting from any adverse impact and the 
company should benefit from a legal 
assurance to obtain compensation from 
the partners with whom it has an 
established business relationship and who 
are responsible for the adverse impact.

Or. en

Amendment 232
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Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 58

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(58) The liability regime does not 
regulate who should prove that the 
company’s action was reasonably adequate 
under the circumstances of the case, 
therefore this question is left to national 
law.

(58) Breaches of the obligations laid 
down in this Directive that have entailed 
damage for a person or a group of 
persons can be extremely difficult to prove 
in court by claimants, since many times 
this requires access to information that is 
only possessed by the company. 
Therefore, the company should bear the 
burden of proof in judicial proceedings 
regarding damages caused by breaches of 
the due diligence obligations laid down in 
this Directive and should demonstrate that 
the company’s action was adequate under 
the circumstances of the case.

Or. en

Amendment 233
María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos

Proposal for a directive
Recital 58

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(58) The liability regime does not 
regulate who should prove that the 
company’s action was reasonably adequate 
under the circumstances of the case, 
therefore this question is left to national 
law.

(58) Member States shall take the 
necessary measures, in accordance with 
their national judicial systems, to ensure 
that, where persons who consider 
themselves wronged by failure to apply 
due diligence responsibilities establish, 
before a court or other competent body, 
facts from which it may be presumed that 
there has been a direct or indirect breach 
of the due diligence responsibilities, it 
shall be for the respondent to prove that 
the company’s action was adequate under 
the circumstances of the case.

Or. en
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Amendment 234
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 59

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(59) As regards civil liability rules, the 
civil liability of a company for damages 
arising due to its failure to carry out 
adequate due diligence should be without 
prejudice to civil liability of its subsidiaries 
or the respective civil liability of direct and 
indirect business partners in the value 
chain. Also, the civil liability rules under 
this Directive should be without prejudice 
to Union or national rules on civil liability 
related to adverse human rights impacts or 
to adverse environmental impacts that 
provide for liability in situations not 
covered by or providing for stricter liability 
than this Directive.

(59) As regards civil liability rules, the 
civil liability of a company for damages 
arising due to its failure to carry out 
adequate due diligence should be without 
prejudice to civil liability of its subsidiaries 
or the respective civil liability of direct and 
indirect business partners in the value 
chain. Also, the civil liability rules under 
this Directive should be without prejudice 
to Union or national rules on civil liability 
related to adverse human rights impacts, 
adverse labour rights impacts or to 
adverse environmental impacts that 
provide for liability in situations not 
covered by or providing for stricter liability 
than this Directive.

Or. en

Amendment 235
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 59 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(59a) The right to an effective remedy is 
an internationally recognised human 
right, enshrined in Article 8 of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
and Article 2(3) of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
and is also a fundamental right of the 
Union within the meaning of Article 47 of 
the Charter. Member States should thus 
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ensure that victims have access to an 
effective remedy and that the costs and the 
length of the proceedings do not prevent 
claimants from access to courts. These 
measures may, for example, take the form 
of public funding, including structural 
support for victims of actual and potential 
adverse impacts, limitation of applicable 
court or administrative fees, or access to 
legal aid.

Or. en

Amendment 236
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 59 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(59b) The most significant barriers to 
access to justice for victims of adverse 
impacts is the difficulty in proving the 
company's failure to meet its obligations. 
In case of a civil liability claim for 
damages and when prima facie elements 
are provided by the claimants, the causal 
link between the damage and the 
company’s failure to comply should be 
presumed and the respondent should have 
to prove it has complied with its 
obligations and that appropriate measures 
were taken.

Or. en

Amendment 237
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 59 c (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(59c) Trade unions, civil society 
organisations or other relevant actors 
acting in the public interest, such as 
National Human Rights Institutions or an 
Ombudsman, should be able to bring 
representative actions before their courts 
on behalf and for the protection of the 
collective interests of victims of actual and 
potential adverse impacts, and that these 
entities have the rights and obligations of 
a claimant party in the proceedings.

Or. en

Amendment 238
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Recital 61

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(61) In order to ensure that victims of 
human rights and environmental harms can 
bring an action for damages and claim 
compensation for damages arising due to a 
company’s failure to comply with the due 
diligence obligations stemming from this 
Directive, even where the law applicable to 
such claims is not the law of a Member 
State, as could be for instance be the case 
in accordance with international private 
law rules when the damage occurs in a 
third country, this Directive should require 
Member States to ensure that the liability 
provided for in provisions of national law 
transposing this Article is of overriding 
mandatory application in cases where the 
law applicable to claims to that effect is not 
the law of a Member State.

(61) In order to ensure that victims of 
human rights and environmental harms can 
bring an action for damages and claim 
compensation for damages arising due to a 
company’s failure to comply with the due 
diligence obligations stemming from this 
Directive, even where the law applicable to 
such claims is not the law of a Member 
State, as could be for instance be the case 
in accordance with international private 
law rules when the damage occurs in a 
third country, especially in a developing 
country, this Directive should require 
Member States to ensure that the liability 
provided for in provisions of national law 
transposing this Article is of overriding 
mandatory application in cases where the 
law applicable to claims to that effect is not 
the law of a Member State.

Or. fr
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Amendment 239
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Recital 61

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(61) In order to ensure that victims of 
human rights and environmental harms can 
bring an action for damages and claim 
compensation for damages arising due to a 
company’s failure to comply with the due 
diligence obligations stemming from this 
Directive, even where the law applicable to 
such claims is not the law of a Member 
State, as could be for instance be the case 
in accordance with international private 
law rules when the damage occurs in a 
third country, this Directive should require 
Member States to ensure that the liability 
provided for in provisions of national law 
transposing this Article is of overriding 
mandatory application in cases where the 
law applicable to claims to that effect is not 
the law of a Member State.

(61) In order to ensure that victims of 
human rights, labour rights and 
environmental harms can bring an action 
for damages and claim compensation for 
damages arising due to a company’s failure 
to comply with the due diligence 
obligations stemming from this Directive, 
even where the law applicable to such 
claims is not the law of a Member State, as 
could be for instance be the case in 
accordance with international private law 
rules when the damage occurs in a third 
country, this Directive should require 
Member States to ensure that the liability 
provided for in provisions of national law 
transposing this Article is of overriding 
mandatory application in cases where the 
law applicable to claims to that effect is not 
the law of a Member State.

Or. en

Amendment 240
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Recital 64

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(64) Responsibility for due diligence 
should be assigned to the company’s 
directors, in line with the international due 
diligence frameworks. Directors should 
therefore be responsible for putting in 
place and overseeing the due diligence 
actions as laid down in this Directive and 

(64) Responsibility for due diligence 
should be assigned to the company’s 
directors, in line with the international due 
diligence frameworks. Directors should 
therefore be responsible for putting in 
place and overseeing the due diligence 
actions as laid down in this Directive and 
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for adopting the company’s due diligence 
policy, taking into account the input of 
stakeholders and civil society organisations 
and integrating due diligence into corporate 
management systems. Directors should 
also adapt the corporate strategy to actual 
and potential impacts identified and any 
due diligence measures taken.

for adopting the company’s due diligence 
policy, taking into account the input of 
stakeholders and civil society organisations 
identified as relevant by the company’s 
directors and integrating due diligence into 
corporate management systems. Directors 
should also adapt the corporate strategy to 
actual and potential impacts identified and 
any due diligence measures taken.

Or. en

Amendment 241
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Recital 64

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(64) Responsibility for due diligence 
should be assigned to the company’s 
directors, in line with the international due 
diligence frameworks. Directors should 
therefore be responsible for putting in 
place and overseeing the due diligence 
actions as laid down in this Directive and 
for adopting the company’s due diligence 
policy, taking into account the input of 
stakeholders and civil society organisations 
and integrating due diligence into corporate 
management systems. Directors should 
also adapt the corporate strategy to actual 
and potential impacts identified and any 
due diligence measures taken.

(64) Responsibility for due diligence 
should be assigned to the company’s 
directors, in line with the international due 
diligence frameworks. Directors should 
therefore be responsible for putting in 
place and overseeing the due diligence 
actions as laid down in this Directive and 
for adopting the company’s due diligence 
policy, taking into account the input of 
stakeholders and civil society organisations 
and integrating due diligence into corporate 
management systems. Directors should 
also adapt to the best of their ability the 
corporate strategy to actual and potential 
impacts identified and any due diligence 
measures taken.

Or. fr

Amendment 242
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
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Recital 65

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(65) Persons who work for companies 
subject to due diligence obligations under 
this Directive or who are in contact with 
such companies in the context of their 
work-related activities can play a key role 
in exposing breaches of the rules of this 
Directive. They can thus contribute to 
preventing and deterring such breaches and 
strengthening the enforcement of this 
Directive. Directive (EU) 2019/1937 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council106 
should therefore apply to the reporting of 
all breaches of this Directive and to the 
protection of persons reporting such 
breaches.

(65) Persons who work for companies 
subject to due diligence obligations under 
this Directive or who are in contact with 
such companies in the context of their 
work-related activities can play a key role 
in exposing breaches of the rules of this 
Directive. They can thus contribute to 
preventing and deterring such breaches and 
strengthening the enforcement of this 
Directive. Directive (EU) 2019/1937 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council106 
should therefore apply to the reporting of 
all breaches of this Directive and to the 
protection of persons reporting such 
breaches. In particular, stakeholders 
submitting complaints or concerns should 
be effectively protected, notably by 
ensuring the confidentiality and 
anonymity of the complaint or concern 
raised.

_________________ _________________
106 Directive (EU) 2019/1937 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
23 October 2019 on the protection of 
persons who report breaches of Union law 
(OJ L 305, 26.11.2019, p. 17).

106 Directive (EU) 2019/1937 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
23 October 2019 on the protection of 
persons who report breaches of Union law 
(OJ L 305, 26.11.2019, p. 17).

Or. en

Amendment 243
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 65 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(65a) Human rights and environmental 
rights defenders are on the front line of 
the consequences of adverse 
environmental, climate and human rights 
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impacts worldwide and in the EU, and 
may be directly threatened, intimidated, 
persecuted, harassed or even murdered, 
and as such should also benefit from 
balanced and effective protection. 
Companies should measure the actual 
and potential risks of their activities, as 
well as contextual risks to human rights 
and environmental rights defenders, 
engage with them and publish a policy on 
defenders that includes a zero-tolerance 
stance on threats or violence against 
them. Company policies must explicitly 
include in their due diligence protocols 
for safeguarding the rights of land and 
environmental rights defenders.

Or. en

Amendment 244
María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos

Proposal for a directive
Recital 69

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(69) This Directive is without prejudice 
to obligations in the areas of human rights, 
protection of the environment and climate 
change under other Union legislative acts. 
If the provisions of this Directive conflict 
with a provision of another Union 
legislative act pursuing the same objectives 
and providing for more extensive or more 
specific obligations, the provisions of the 
other Union legislative act should prevail 
to the extent of the conflict and shall apply 
to those specific obligations.

(69) This Directive is guided by the 
principle of “do not harm”, in accordance 
with to the obligations in the areas of 
human rights, protection of the 
environment and climate change under 
other Union legislative acts. If the 
provisions of this Directive conflict with a 
provision of another Union legislative act 
pursuing the same objectives and providing 
for more extensive or more specific 
obligations, the provisions of the other 
Union legislative act should prevail to the 
extent of the conflict and shall apply to 
those specific obligations.

Or. en

Amendment 245
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Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 70

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(70) The Commission should assess and 
report whether new sectors should be 
added to the list of high-impact sectors 
covered by this Directive, in order to align 
it to guidance from the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and Development 
or in light of clear evidence on labour 
exploitation, human rights violations or 
newly emerging environmental threats, 
whether the list of relevant international 
conventions referred to in this Directive 
should be amended, in particular in the 
light of international developments, or 
whether the provisions on due diligence 
under this Directive should be extended to 
adverse climate impacts.

(70) The Commission should assess and 
report on a regular basis whether new 
sectors should be added to the list of high-
impact sectors covered by this Directive, in 
order to align it to guidance from the 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development or in light of clear 
evidence on labour exploitation, human 
rights violations or newly emerging 
environmental threats, whether the list of 
relevant international conventions referred 
to in this Directive should be amended, in 
particular in the light of international 
developments.

Or. en

Amendment 246
María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos

Proposal for a directive
Recital 71

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(71) The objective of this Directive, 
namely better exploiting the potential of 
the single market to contribute to the 
transition to a sustainable economy and 
contributing to sustainable development 
through the prevention and mitigation of 
potential or actual human rights and 
environmental adverse impacts in 
companies’ value chains, cannot be 
sufficiently achieved by the Member States 
acting individually or in an uncoordinated 
manner, but can rather, by reason of the 

(71) The objective of this Directive, 
namely better exploiting the potential of 
the single market to contribute to the 
transition to a sustainable economy and 
contributing to sustainable development 
through the prevention, mitigation 
and remediation of potential or actual 
human rights and environmental adverse 
impacts in companies’ value chains, cannot 
be sufficiently achieved by the Member 
States acting individually or in an 
uncoordinated manner, but can rather, by 
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scale and effects of the actions, be better 
achieved at Union level. In particular, 
addressed problems and their causes are of 
a transnational dimension, as many 
companies are operating Union wide or 
globally and value chains expand to other 
Member States and to third countries. 
Moreover, individual Member States’ 
measures risk being ineffective and lead to 
fragmentation of the internal market. 
Therefore, the Union may adopt measures, 
in accordance with the principle of 
subsidiarity as set out in Article 5 TEU. In 
accordance with the principle of 
proportionality, as set out in that Article, 
this Directive does not go beyond what is 
necessary in order to achieve that 
objective.

reason of the scale and effects of the 
actions, be better achieved at Union level. 
In particular, addressed problems and their 
causes are of a transnational dimension, as 
many companies are operating Union wide 
or globally and value chains expand to 
other Member States and to third countries. 
Moreover, individual Member States’ 
measures risk being ineffective and lead to 
fragmentation of the internal market. 
Therefore, the Union may adopt measures, 
in accordance with the principle of 
subsidiarity as set out in Article 5 TEU. In 
accordance with the principle of 
proportionality, as set out in that Article, 
this Directive does not go beyond what is 
necessary in order to achieve that 
objective.

Or. en

Amendment 247
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Recital 71

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(71) The objective of this Directive, 
namely better exploiting the potential of 
the single market to contribute to the 
transition to a sustainable economy and 
contributing to sustainable development 
through the prevention and mitigation of 
potential or actual human rights and 
environmental adverse impacts in 
companies’ value chains, cannot be 
sufficiently achieved by the Member States 
acting individually or in an uncoordinated 
manner, but can rather, by reason of the 
scale and effects of the actions, be better 
achieved at Union level. In particular, 
addressed problems and their causes are of 
a transnational dimension, as many 
companies are operating Union wide or 

(71) The objective of this Directive, 
namely better exploiting the potential of 
the single market to contribute to the 
transition to a sustainable economy and 
contributing to sustainable development 
through the prevention and mitigation of 
potential or actual human rights, 
environmental and climate adverse 
impacts in companies’ value chains, cannot 
be sufficiently achieved by the Member 
States acting individually or in an 
uncoordinated manner, but can rather, by 
reason of the scale and effects of the 
actions, be better achieved at Union level. 
In particular, addressed problems and their 
causes are of a transnational dimension, as 
many companies are operating Union wide 
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globally and value chains expand to other 
Member States and to third countries. 
Moreover, individual Member States’ 
measures risk being ineffective and lead to 
fragmentation of the internal market. 
Therefore, the Union may adopt measures, 
in accordance with the principle of 
subsidiarity as set out in Article 5 TEU. In 
accordance with the principle of 
proportionality, as set out in that Article, 
this Directive does not go beyond what is 
necessary in order to achieve that 
objective.

or globally and value chains expand to 
other Member States and to third countries. 
Moreover, individual Member States’ 
measures risk being ineffective and lead to 
fragmentation of the internal market. 
Therefore, the Union may adopt measures, 
in accordance with the principle of 
subsidiarity as set out in Article 5 TEU. In 
accordance with the principle of 
proportionality, as set out in that Article, 
this Directive does not go beyond what is 
necessary in order to achieve that 
objective.

Or. en

Amendment 248
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph -1 (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

-1. This Directive aims to ensure that 
companies respect human rights, good 
governance and protect the environment 
within their own operations, the 
operations of their subsidiaries and their 
value chains.

Or. en

Amendment 249
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) on obligations for companies 
regarding actual and potential human rights 
adverse impacts and environmental 

(a) on obligations for companies 
regarding actual and potential human rights 
adverse impacts, environmental and 
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adverse impacts, with respect to their own 
operations, the operations of their 
subsidiaries, and the value chain operations 
carried out by entities with whom the 
company has an established business 
relationship and

climate adverse impacts and rule of law 
and good governance adverse impacts, 
with respect to their own operations, 
products and services, the operations 
products and services of their subsidiaries, 
and the value chain operations carried out 
by entities with whom the company has a 
business relationship;

Or. en

Amendment 250
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) on obligations for companies 
regarding actual and potential human rights 
adverse impacts and environmental adverse 
impacts, with respect to their own 
operations, the operations of their 
subsidiaries, and the value chain operations 
carried out by entities with whom the 
company has an established business 
relationship and

(a) on obligations for companies 
regarding the risk based approach to 
addressing their actual and potential 
human rights adverse impacts and 
environmental adverse impacts, with 
respect to their own operations, the 
operations of their subsidiaries, and the 
value chain operations carried out by 
entities with whom the company has an 
established business relationship and

Or. en

Amendment 251
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) on obligations for companies 
regarding actual and potential human rights 
adverse impacts and environmental adverse 
impacts, with respect to their own 
operations, the operations of their 

(a) on obligations for companies 
regarding actual and potential human rights 
adverse impacts and environmental adverse 
impacts, with respect to their own 
operations, products and services, the 



AM\1266797EN.docx 75/181 PE738.494v03-00

EN

subsidiaries, and the value chain operations 
carried out by entities with whom the 
company has an established business 
relationship and

operations, products and services of their 
subsidiaries, and the value chain operations 
carried out by entities with whom the 
company has a business relationship and

Or. en

Amendment 252
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) on obligations for companies 
regarding actual and potential human rights 
adverse impacts and environmental adverse 
impacts, with respect to their own 
operations, the operations of their 
subsidiaries, and the value chain operations 
carried out by entities with whom the 
company has an established business 
relationship and

(a) on obligations for companies 
regarding actual and potential human 
rights adverse impacts, labour rights 
adverse impacts and environmental adverse 
impacts, with respect to their own 
operations, the operations of their 
subsidiaries, and the value chain operations 
carried out by entities with whom the 
company has a business relationship and

Or. en

Amendment 253
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 1 – point b a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ba) on access to justice and legal 
remedies to victims in relations to these 
violations

Or. en

Amendment 254
Antoni Comín i Oliveres
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Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The nature of business relationships as 
‘established’ shall be reassessed 
periodically, and at least every 12 months.

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 255
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The nature of business relationships as 
‘established’ shall be reassessed 
periodically, and at least every 12 months.

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 256
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The nature of business relationships as 
‘established’ shall be reassessed 
periodically, and at least every 12 months.

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 257
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group
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Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. This Directive aims to ensure that 
companies respect human rights, good 
governance and protect the environment 
and the climate within their own 
operations, products and services, and 
those of their subsidiaries, and value 
chains.

Or. en

Amendment 258
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. This Directive shall not constitute 
grounds for reducing the level of protection 
of human rights or of protection of the 
environment or the protection of the 
climate provided for by the law of Member 
States at the time of the adoption of this 
Directive.

2. This Directive shall not constitute 
grounds for reducing the level of protection 
of human rights, labour rights or of 
protection of the environment or the 
protection of the climate provided for by 
the law of Member States at the time of the 
adoption of this Directive.

Or. en

Amendment 259
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. This Directive shall not constitute 
grounds for reducing the level of protection 
of human rights or of protection of the 

2. This Directive shall not constitute 
grounds for reducing the level of protection 
of human rights or of protection of the 



PE738.494v03-00 78/181 AM\1266797EN.docx

EN

environment or the protection of the 
climate provided for by the law of Member 
States at the time of the adoption of this 
Directive.

environment or the protection of the 
climate provided for by any other 
applicable law.

Or. en

Amendment 260
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 1 (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

This Directive shall not constitute 
grounds for reducing access to justice and 
legal remedies provided for by any other 
applicable law.

Or. en

Amendment 261
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 1 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. This Directive shall be without 
prejudice to obligations in the areas of 
human rights, protection of the 
environment and climate change under 
other Union legislative acts. If the 
provisions of this Directive conflict with a 
provision of another Union legislative act 
pursuing the same objectives and providing 
for more extensive or more specific 
obligations, the provisions of the other 
Union legislative act shall prevail to the 
extent of the conflict and shall apply to 
those specific obligations.

3. This Directive shall be without 
prejudice to obligations in the areas of 
human rights, protection of the 
environment and climate change, and the 
protection of labour rights under other 
Union legislative acts. If the provisions of 
this Directive conflict with a provision of 
another Union legislative act pursuing the 
same objectives and providing for more 
extensive or more specific obligations, the 
provisions of the other Union legislative 
act shall prevail to the extent of the conflict 
and shall apply to those specific 
obligations.
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Or. en

Amendment 262
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. This Directive shall apply to 
companies which are formed in accordance 
with the legislation of a Member State and 
which fulfil one of the following 
conditions:

1. This Directive shall apply to 
companies and other legal persons 
(including with a non-profit purpose) 
undertaking activities of commercial 
nature, which are formed in accordance 
with the legislation of a Member State and 
which fulfil one of the following 
conditions, with the exception of micro-
enterprises as defined by article 3(1) of 
Directive 2013/34/EU.

Or. en

Amendment 263
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. This Directive shall apply to 
companies which are formed in 
accordance with the legislation of a 
Member State and which fulfil one of the 
following conditions:

1. This Directive shall apply to all 
undertakings operating in the European 
Union.

Or. en

Amendment 264
Antoni Comín i Oliveres
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Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. This Directive shall apply to 
companies which are formed in accordance 
with the legislation of a Member State and 
which fulfil one of the following 
conditions:

1. This Directive shall apply to 
companies which are formed in accordance 
with the legislation of a Member State, 
with the exception of micro-enterprises as 
defined by article 3(1) of Directive 
2013/34/EU:

Or. en

Amendment 265
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) the company had more than 500 
employees on average and had a net 
worldwide turnover of more than EUR 
150 million in the last financial year for 
which annual financial statements have 
been prepared;

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 266
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) the company had more than 500 
employees on average and had a net 
worldwide turnover of more than EUR 
150 million in the last financial year for 
which annual financial statements have 

deleted
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been prepared;

Or. en

Amendment 267
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) the company did not reach the 
thresholds under point (a), but had more 
than 250 employees on average and had a 
net worldwide turnover of more than EUR 
40 million in the last financial year for 
which annual financial statements have 
been prepared, provided that at least 50% 
of this net turnover was generated in one 
or more of the following sectors:

deleted

(i) the manufacture of textiles, leather 
and related products (including footwear), 
and the wholesale trade of textiles, 
clothing and footwear;
(ii) agriculture, forestry, fisheries 
(including aquaculture), the manufacture 
of food products, and the wholesale trade 
of agricultural raw materials, live 
animals, wood, food, and beverages;
(iii) the extraction of mineral resources 
regardless from where they are extracted 
(including crude petroleum, natural gas, 
coal, lignite, metals and metal ores, as 
well as all other, non-metallic minerals 
and quarry products), the manufacture of 
basic metal products, other non-metallic 
mineral products and fabricated metal 
products (except machinery and 
equipment), and the wholesale trade of 
mineral resources, basic and intermediate 
mineral products (including metals and 
metal ores, construction materials, fuels, 
chemicals and other intermediate 
products).
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Or. en

Amendment 268
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) the company did not reach the 
thresholds under point (a), but had more 
than 250 employees on average and had a 
net worldwide turnover of more than EUR 
40 million in the last financial year for 
which annual financial statements have 
been prepared, provided that at least 50% 
of this net turnover was generated in one 
or more of the following sectors:

deleted

(i) the manufacture of textiles, leather 
and related products (including footwear), 
and the wholesale trade of textiles, 
clothing and footwear;
(ii) agriculture, forestry, fisheries 
(including aquaculture), the manufacture 
of food products, and the wholesale trade 
of agricultural raw materials, live 
animals, wood, food, and beverages;
(iii) the extraction of mineral resources 
regardless from where they are extracted 
(including crude petroleum, natural gas, 
coal, lignite, metals and metal ores, as 
well as all other, non-metallic minerals 
and quarry products), the manufacture of 
basic metal products, other non-metallic 
mineral products and fabricated metal 
products (except machinery and 
equipment), and the wholesale trade of 
mineral resources, basic and intermediate 
mineral products (including metals and 
metal ores, construction materials, fuels, 
chemicals and other intermediate 
products).

Or. en
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Amendment 269
Pierfrancesco Majorino

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point b – point i

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(i) the manufacture of textiles, leather 
and related products (including footwear), 
and the wholesale trade of textiles, clothing 
and footwear;

(i) the manufacture of textiles, 
clothing, leather and related products 
(including footwear), and the wholesale 
trade and retail of textiles, clothing and 
footwear;

Or. en

Amendment 270
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point b – point ii

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ii) agriculture, forestry, fisheries 
(including aquaculture), the manufacture of 
food products, and the wholesale trade of 
agricultural raw materials, live animals, 
wood, food, and beverages;

(ii) agriculture, forestry, fisheries 
(including aquaculture), management of 
land and resources (including in relation 
to nature conservation or other related 
activities), the manufacture of food 
products, and the wholesale trade of 
agricultural raw materials, live animals, 
wood, food, and beverages; and sale to 
consumers;

Or. en

Amendment 271
María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point b – point iii
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(iii) the extraction of mineral resources 
regardless from where they are extracted 
(including crude petroleum, natural gas, 
coal, lignite, metals and metal ores, as well 
as all other, non-metallic minerals and 
quarry products), the manufacture of basic 
metal products, other non-metallic mineral 
products and fabricated metal products 
(except machinery and equipment), and the 
wholesale trade of mineral resources, basic 
and intermediate mineral products 
(including metals and metal ores, 
construction materials, fuels, chemicals 
and other intermediate products).

(iii) the extraction, transport and 
handling of mineral resources regardless 
from where they are extracted (including 
crude petroleum, natural gas, coal, lignite, 
metals and metal ores, as well as all other, 
non-metallic minerals and quarry 
products), the manufacture of basic metal 
products, other non-metallic mineral 
products and fabricated metal products 
(except machinery and equipment), the 
manufacture of computer, electronic and 
optical products and the wholesale trade of 
mineral resources, basic and intermediate 
mineral products (including metals and 
metal ores, construction materials, fuels, 
chemicals and other intermediate 
products).

Or. en

Amendment 272
Pierfrancesco Majorino

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point b – point iii

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(iii) the extraction of mineral resources 
regardless from where they are extracted 
(including crude petroleum, natural gas, 
coal, lignite, metals and metal ores, as well 
as all other, non-metallic minerals and 
quarry products), the manufacture of basic 
metal products, other non-metallic mineral 
products and fabricated metal products 
(except machinery and equipment), and the 
wholesale trade of mineral resources, basic 
and intermediate mineral products 
(including metals and metal ores, 
construction materials, fuels, chemicals 
and other intermediate products).

(iii) energy; extraction, transport, 
processing, refining and handling of 
mineral resources regardless from where 
they are extracted (including crude 
petroleum, natural gas, coal, lignite, metals 
and metal ores, as well as all other, non-
metallic minerals and quarry products), the 
manufacture of basic metal products, other 
non-metallic mineral products and 
fabricated metal products (except 
machinery and equipment), and the 
wholesale trade of mineral resources, basic 
and intermediate mineral products 
(including metals and metal ores, 
construction materials, fuels, chemicals 
and other intermediate products).
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Or. en

Amendment 273
María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point b – point iii a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(iiia)  construction, infrastructure , 
logistics and other civil engineering 
projects;

Or. en

Amendment 274
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. This Directive shall apply to 
groups of undertakings operating in the 
European Union.

Or. en

Amendment 275
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. This Directive shall also apply to 
companies which are formed in accordance 
with the legislation of a third country, and 
fulfil one of the following conditions:

2. This Directive shall also apply to 
large as well as listed small and medium-
sized companies which are formed in 
accordance with the legislation of a third 
country, and have generated a net 
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turnover of more than EUR 8 million in 
the financial year preceding the last 
financial year.

Or. en

Amendment 276
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. This Directive shall also apply to 
companies which are formed in accordance 
with the legislation of a third country, and 
fulfil one of the following conditions:

2. This Directive shall also apply to 
companies which are formed in accordance 
with the legislation of a third country 
generated a net turnover of more than 
EUR 4 million in the Union in the 
financial year preceding the last financial 
year;

Or. en

Amendment 277
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) generated a net turnover of more 
than EUR 150 million in the Union in the 
financial year preceding the last financial 
year;

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 278
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group
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Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) generated a net turnover of more 
than EUR 150 million in the Union in the 
financial year preceding the last financial 
year;

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 279
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) generated a net turnover of more 
than EUR 40 million but not more than 
EUR 150 million in the Union in the 
financial year preceding the last financial 
year, provided that at least 50% of its net 
worldwide turnover was generated in one 
or more of the sectors listed in paragraph 
1, point (b).

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 280
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) generated a net turnover of more 
than EUR 40 million but not more than 
EUR 150 million in the Union in the 
financial year preceding the last financial 
year, provided that at least 50% of its net 

deleted
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worldwide turnover was generated in one 
or more of the sectors listed in paragraph 
1, point (b).

Or. en

Amendment 281
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. For the purposes of paragraph 1, 
the number of part-time employees shall 
be calculated on a full-time equivalent 
basis. Temporary agency workers shall be 
included in the calculation of the number 
of employees in the same way as if they 
were workers employed directly for the 
same period of time by the company.

3. For the purposes of this Directive, 
part-time employees and temporary agency 
workers shall be included in the calculation 
of the number of employees in the same 
way as if they were workers employed 
directly for the same period of time by the 
undertaking.

Or. en

Amendment 282
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 2 – paragraph 3 – subparagraph 1 (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

For the purposes of this Directive, 
employees, part-time employees, and 
temporary agency workers of an 
undertaking's subsidiaries shall be 
included in the calculation of the number 
of employees of an undertaking in the 
same way as if they were workers 
employed directly for the same period of 
time by the undertaking.

Or. en
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Amendment 283
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

[...] deleted

Or. en

Amendment 284
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point a a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(aa) a legal person which undertakes 
activities of commercial nature, 
independently of its legal form, its sector 
of activity or its purpose (profit or non-
profit).

Or. en

Amendment 285
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) ‘adverse environmental impact’ 
means an adverse impact on the 
environment resulting from the violation of 
one of the prohibitions and obligations 
pursuant to the international 
environmental conventions listed in the 

(b) ‘adverse environmental and climate 
impact’ means:
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Annex, Part II;

(i) contributing to the exceeding of 
planetary boundaries;
(ii) an adverse impact on the following 
elements or functions of ecosystems and 
the interrelations between them;
(a) climate, including but not limited 
to greenhouse gas emissions and the 
destruction or degradation of sinks;
(b) air and the atmosphere, including 
but not limited to air pollution;
(c) water and access to water, 
including but not limited to, water use, 
water pollution, water quantities and 
depletion of freshwater;
(d) soil, including but not limited to, 
soil pollution, soil erosion, land use and 
land degradation, soil contamination from 
waste disposal and treatment;
(e) biodiversity, including but not 
limited to, damage to wildlife, flora, 
seabed and marine environment, natural 
habitats and ecosystems;
(f) hazardous substances;
(g) energy use;
(h) the transition to a circular 
economy;
(i) human health in accordance with 
the ‘One Health’ approach and the right 
to a healthy environment.

(iii) an adverse impact on the 
environment or climate resulting from the 
violation of one of the prohibitions and 
obligations established under 
international environmental and climate 
legislation including but not limited to the 
international environmental and climate 
conventions listed in the Annex;

Or. en
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Amendment 286
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) ‘adverse environmental impact’ 
means an adverse impact on the 
environment resulting from the violation of 
one of the prohibitions and obligations 
pursuant to the international environmental 
conventions listed in the Annex, Part II;

(b) ‘adverse environmental impact’ 
means:

(i) any adverse impact on one of the 
following environmental categories:
(a) air and atmosphere, including but 
not limited to, air pollution
(b) water, including but not limited to, 
water pollution, water contamination and 
depletion of freshwater;
(c) soil, including but not limited to, 
soil pollution, soil contamination, soil 
erosion, land use and land degradation;
(d) biodiversity, including but not 
limited to, damage to wildlife, seabed and 
marine environment, flora, natural 
habitats and ecosystems;
(e) climate, including greenhouse gas 
emissions;
(f) transition to circular economy, 
including but not limited to, impairment 
to reusability and recyclability such as 
contamination of waste streams with 
hazardous substance;
(ii) any adverse impact on the 
environment resulting from the violation of 
one of the prohibitions and obligations 
pursuant to the international environmental 
conventions listed in the Annex, Part II;

Or. en
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Amendment 287
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point b a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ba) "adverse labour rights impact" 
means an adverse impact on protected 
persons resulting from the violation of 
one of the rights or prohibitions listed in 
the Annex, Part I Section 1, as enshrined 
in the international conventions listed in 
the Annex, Part I Section 1;

Or. en

Amendment 288
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point c

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(c) ‘adverse human rights impact’ 
means an adverse impact on protected 
persons resulting from the violation of 
one of the rights or prohibitions listed in 
the Annex, Part I Section 1, as enshrined in 
the international conventions listed in the 
Annex, Part I Section 2;

(c) ‘adverse human rights impact’ 
means an impact on an individual or a 
group reducing their ability to enjoy one 
of the rights or prohibitions listed in the 
Annex, Part I Section 1, as enshrined in the 
international conventions listed in the 
Annex, Part I Section 2, and established 
through the relevant case law and the 
work of competent committees;

Or. en

Amendment 289
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point c a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ca) ‘high-impact sector’ means any of 
the following:
(i) the energy sector, including gas, 
nuclear, steam, electricity and other 
sources throughout their life cycle, from 
extraction, refining, production, 
combustion of fuels, transportation, 
storage and waste management including 
radioactive waste;
(ii) the production, use and disposal of 
organic and inorganic chemicals, 
including pharmaceuticals, plant 
protection products and fertilisers;
(iii) the manufacture of textiles, 
apparel, leather, fur and related products 
(including footwear), and the wholesale 
trade and retail of textiles, clothing and 
footwear;
(iv) plastic production, waste shipment 
and management;
(v) agriculture, water supply, forestry, 
fisheries (including aquaculture), the 
management of land and resources 
(including in relation to nature 
conservation or other related activities), 
the manufacture of food products, and the 
wholesale trade of agricultural raw 
materials, live animals, animal products, 
wood, food, beverages;
(vi) construction sector and building 
infrastructures;
(vii) transportation sector, logistics and 
storage;
(viii) the extraction and refining of 
mineral resources, transport and 
handling;
(ix) the production, use and waste 
management of electronic products;
(x) waste management sector;
(xi) employment activities;
(xii) health care, social care and elder 



PE738.494v03-00 94/181 AM\1266797EN.docx

EN

care;
(xiii) cleaning and household services;
(xiv) hospitality;
(xv) financial and insurance activities;
(xvi) technology, digital activities and 
online platforms;
(xvii) manufacture of weapons and 
ammunition, including dual-use items, 
manufacture of military fighting vehicles;
(xviii) private security activities and 
security systems service activities, 
including the development and operation 
of biometrics and surveillance 
technologies;

Or. en

Amendment 290
Pierfrancesco Majorino

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point c a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ca) "adverse rule of law and good 
governance impact" includes violation 
mentioned in Annex part III and means 
harms caused to the effective functioning 
of the rule of law and good governance 
systems in the country, region or territory 
where the company or its subsidiary or 
partners in the value chain operate when 
the obligations and prohibitions pursuant 
to the legal acts on the international or 
regional rule of law or good governance 
are violated, including anti-corruption 
conventions; "adverse rule of law and 
good governance impact" also includes 
impacts on informal structures;

Or. en
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Amendment 291
María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point c a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ca) ‘human rights defenders’ means 
individuals or groups who act to promote, 
protect or strive for the protection and 
realization of universally recognised 
human rights and fundamental freedoms;

Or. en

Amendment 292
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point c a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ca) ‘adverse impact on good 
governance’ means an adverse impact on 
the good governance of a country, region 
or territory as defined and protected by 
relevant international instruments;

Or. en

Amendment 293
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point c b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(cb) ‘conflict-affected and high-risk 
areas’ means areas in a state of armed 
conflict or fragile post-conflict, areas 
under occupation and/or annexation, as 
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well as areas witnessing weak or non-
existent governance and security, such as 
failed states, and widespread and severe 
violations of international humanitarian 
and/or human rights law;

Or. en

Amendment 294
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point d

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(d) ‘subsidiary’ means a legal person 
through which the activity of a ‘controlled 
undertaking’ as defined in Article 2(1), 
point (f), of Directive 2004/109/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the 
Council128 is exercised;

(d) ‘subsidiary’ means a legal person to 
which the undertaking is a shareholder;

_________________
128 Directive 2004/109/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 
of 15 December 2004 on the 
harmonisation of transparency 
requirements in relation to information 
about issuers whose securities are 
admitted to trading on a regulated market 
and amending Directive 2001/34/EC (OJ 
L 390, 31.12.2004, p. 38).

Or. en

Amendment 295
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point d a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(da) “products and services” means the 
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products and services produced, sold and 
used by the company, potentially 
generating adverse impacts throughout 
their life-cycle.

Or. en

Amendment 296
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point e – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(e) ‘business relationship’ means a 
relationship with a contractor, 
subcontractor or any other legal entities 
(‘partner’)

(e) ‘business relationship’ means a 
relationship with a subsidiary, contractor, 
subcontractor or any other legal entities 
(‘partner’) that performs business 
operations related to the products or 
services of the undertaking for or on 
behalf of the undertaking, including 
financing, insurance or reinsurance

Or. en

Amendment 297
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point e – point ii a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(iia) that is not commercial in nature, 
but includes activities that are linked to 
the operations of the company.

Or. en

Amendment 298
Antoni Comín i Oliveres
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Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point f

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(f) ‘established business relationship’ 
means a business relationship, whether 
direct or indirect, which is, or which is 
expected to be lasting, in view of its 
intensity or duration and which does not 
represent a negligible or merely ancillary 
part of the value chain;

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 299
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point f

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(f) ‘established business relationship’ 
means a business relationship, whether 
direct or indirect, which is, or which is 
expected to be lasting, in view of its 
intensity or duration and which does not 
represent a negligible or merely ancillary 
part of the value chain;

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 300
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point f

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(f) ‘established business relationship’ 
means a business relationship, whether 
direct or indirect, which is, or which is 
expected to be lasting, in view of its 

deleted
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intensity or duration and which does not 
represent a negligible or merely ancillary 
part of the value chain;

Or. en

Amendment 301
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point g

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(g) ‘value chain’ means activities 
related to the production of goods or the 
provision of services by a company, 
including the development of the product 
or the service and the use and disposal of 
the product as well as the related activities 
of upstream and downstream established 
business relationships of the company. As 
regards companies within the meaning of 
point (a)(iv), ‘value chain’ with respect to 
the provision of these specific services 
shall only include the activities of the 
clients receiving such loan, credit, and 
other financial services and of other 
companies belonging to the same group 
whose activities are linked to the contract 
in question. The value chain of such 
regulated financial undertakings does not 
cover SMEs receiving loan, credit, 
financing, insurance or reinsurance of 
such entities;

(g) ‘value chain’ means activities 
related to the production of goods or the 
provision of services by a company, 
including the development of the product 
or the service and the use and disposal of 
the product as well as the related activities 
of upstream and downstream business 
relationships of the company.

Or. en

Amendment 302
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point g
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(g) ‘value chain’ means activities 
related to the production of goods or the 
provision of services by a company, 
including the development of the product 
or the service and the use and disposal of 
the product as well as the related activities 
of upstream and downstream established 
business relationships of the company. As 
regards companies within the meaning of 
point (a)(iv), ‘value chain’ with respect to 
the provision of these specific services 
shall only include the activities of the 
clients receiving such loan, credit, and 
other financial services and of other 
companies belonging to the same group 
whose activities are linked to the contract 
in question. The value chain of such 
regulated financial undertakings does not 
cover SMEs receiving loan, credit, 
financing, insurance or reinsurance of such 
entities;

(g) ‘value chain’ means activities 
related to the production of goods or the 
provision of services by a company, 
including the development of the product 
or the service and the use and disposal of 
the product as well as the related activities 
of upstream and downstream established 
business relationships of the company. As 
regards companies within the meaning of 
point (a)(iv), ‘value chain’ with respect to 
the provision of these financing, 
insurance or reinsurance shall only 
include the activities of the clients 
receiving such financing, insurance or 
reinsurance and of other companies 
belonging to the same group whose 
activities are linked to the service in 
question. The value chain of such regulated 
financial undertakings does not cover 
SMEs and natural persons receiving loan, 
credit, financing, insurance or reinsurance 
of such entities; The downstream value 
chain of such regulated financial 
undertakings does only cover clients that 
are direct business partners;

Or. en

Amendment 303
Jan-Christoph Oetjen, Svenja Hahn

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point g

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(g) ‘value chain’ means activities 
related to the production of goods or the 
provision of services by a company, 
including the development of the product 
or the service and the use and disposal of 
the product as well as the related activities 
of upstream and downstream established 
business relationships of the company. As 
regards companies within the meaning of 

(g) ‘supply chain’ means activities 
related to the production of goods or the 
provision of services by a company, as 
well as the related activities established 
business partners of the company. As 
regards companies within the meaning of 
point (a)(iv), ‘supply chain’ with respect to 
the provision of these specific services 
shall only include the activities of the 
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point (a)(iv), ‘value chain’ with respect to 
the provision of these specific services 
shall only include the activities of the 
clients receiving such loan, credit, and 
other financial services and of other 
companies belonging to the same group 
whose activities are linked to the contract 
in question. The value chain of such 
regulated financial undertakings does not 
cover SMEs receiving loan, credit, 
financing, insurance or reinsurance of such 
entities;

clients receiving such loan, credit, and 
other financial services and of other 
companies belonging to the same group 
whose activities are linked to the contract 
in question. The value chain of such 
regulated financial undertakings does not 
cover SMEs receiving loan, credit, 
financing, insurance or reinsurance of such 
entities;

Or. en

Amendment 304
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point g

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(g) ‘value chain’ means activities 
related to the production of goods or the 
provision of services by a company, 
including the development of the product 
or the service and the use and disposal of 
the product as well as the related activities 
of upstream and downstream established 
business relationships of the company. As 
regards companies within the meaning of 
point (a)(iv), ‘value chain’ with respect to 
the provision of these specific services 
shall only include the activities of the 
clients receiving such loan, credit, and 
other financial services and of other 
companies belonging to the same group 
whose activities are linked to the contract 
in question. The value chain of such 
regulated financial undertakings does not 
cover SMEs receiving loan, credit, 
financing, insurance or reinsurance of such 
entities;

(g) ‘value chain’ means activities 
related to the production of goods or the 
provision of services by a company, 
including the development of the product 
or the service and the use and disposal of 
the product as well as the related activities 
of upstream and downstream business 
relationships of the company, and 
including semi-formal and informal 
working schemes as well as 
subcontracting and home-based work.. As 
regards companies within the meaning of 
point (a)(iv), ‘value chain’ with respect to 
the provision of these specific services 
shall only include the activities of the 
clients receiving such loan, credit, and 
other financial services and of other 
companies belonging to the same group 
whose activities are linked to the contract 
in question. The value chain of such 
regulated financial undertakings does not 
cover SMEs receiving loan, credit, 
financing, insurance or reinsurance of such 
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entities;

Or. en

Amendment 305
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point h

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(h) ‘independent third-party 
verification’ means verification of the 
compliance by a company, or parts of its 
value chain, with human rights and 
environmental requirements resulting from 
the provisions of this Directive by an 
auditor which is independent from the 
company, free from any conflicts of 
interests, has experience and competence 
in environmental and human rights matters 
and is accountable for the quality and 
reliability of the audit;

(h) ‘independent third-party 
verification’ means verification of the 
compliance by a company, or parts of its 
value chain, with human rights, labour 
rights and environmental requirements 
resulting from the provisions of this 
Directive by an auditor which is 
independent from the company, free from 
any conflicts of interests, has experience 
and competence in environmental, 
labour and human rights matters and is 
accountable for the quality and reliability 
of the audit;

Or. en

Amendment 306
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point l

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(l) ‘severe adverse impact’ means an 
adverse environmental impact or an 
adverse human rights impact that is 
especially significant by its nature, or 
affects a large number of persons or a 
large area of the environment, or which is 
irreversible, or is particularly difficult to 
remedy as a result of the measures 
necessary to restore the situation 

deleted
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prevailing prior to the impact;

Or. en

Amendment 307
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point l

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(l) ‘severe adverse impact’ means an 
adverse environmental impact or an 
adverse human rights impact that is 
especially significant by its nature, or 
affects a large number of persons or a large 
area of the environment, or which is 
irreversible, or is particularly difficult to 
remedy as a result of the measures 
necessary to restore the situation prevailing 
prior to the impact;

(l) ‘severe adverse impact’ means an 
adverse environmental impact, an adverse 
labour rights impact and an adverse 
human rights impact that is especially 
significant by its nature, or breaches 
essential international law obligations, or 
affects a large number of persons or a large 
area of the environment, or which is 
irreversible, or is particularly difficult to 
remedy as a result of the measures 
necessary to restore the situation 
prevailing prior to the impact;

Or. en

Amendment 308
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point l

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(l) ‘severe adverse impact’ means an 
adverse environmental impact or an 
adverse human rights impact that is 
especially significant by its nature, or 
affects a large number of persons or a large 
area of the environment, or which is 
irreversible, or is particularly difficult to 
remedy as a result of the measures 
necessary to restore the situation prevailing 

(l) ‘severe adverse impact’ means an 
adverse environmental and climate impact 
or an adverse human rights impact that is 
especially significant by its nature, or 
affects a large number of persons or a large 
area of the environment, or which is 
irreversible, or is particularly difficult to 
remedy as a result of the measures 
necessary to restore the situation prevailing 
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prior to the impact; prior to the impact;

Or. en

Amendment 309
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point m – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(m) ‘net turnover’ means (m) ‘net turnover’ means the combined 
aggregate worldwide turnover of an 
undertaking or a group of undertakings 
as defined in Council Regulation (EC) No 
139/2004;

Or. en

Amendment 310
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point n

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(n) ‘stakeholders’ means the 
company’s employees, the employees of its 
subsidiaries, and other individuals, groups, 
communities or entities whose rights or 
interests are or could be affected by the 
products, services and operations of that 
company, its subsidiaries and its business 
relationships;

(n) ‘stakeholders’ means

(i) the company’s employees workers, 
the employees workers of its subsidiaries, 
its small shareholders and other 
individuals, groups, communities, or 
entities or civil society organisations, 
whose rights or interests are or could be 
affected by the products, services and 
operations or by the potential or actual 
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adverse impacts on human rights, climate 
or environment of that company, its 
subsidiaries and its business relationships 
across the entire value chain;
(ii) organisations representing the 
individuals, groups, communities or 
entities included in (i);
(iii) organisations who have as a 
statutory purpose the defence of human 
rights, good governance, the environment 
or climate; and
(iv) other legal or natural persons 
engaged in the defence of human rights, 
good governance, the environment or 
climate.

Or. en

Amendment 311
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point n

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(n) ‘stakeholders’ means the 
company’s employees, the employees of its 
subsidiaries, and other individuals, groups, 
communities or entities whose rights or 
interests are or could be affected by the 
products, services and operations of that 
company, its subsidiaries and its business 
relationships;

(n) ‘stakeholders’ means the 
company’s employees, the employees of its 
subsidiaries, workers in its value chain, 
and other individuals, groups, communities 
or entities whose rights or interests are or 
could be affected by the products, services 
and operations of that company, its 
subsidiaries and its business relationships;

Or. en

Amendment 312
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point n a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(na) ‘meaningful engagement with 
stakeholders’ means an interactive, 
responsive, ongoing and gender-inclusive 
process of engagement with potentially 
affected stakeholders and their 
representative organisations, especially 
vulnerable stakeholders, such as workers, 
trade unions, smallholders, indigenous 
peoples and local communities, at each 
phase of the due diligence process. 
Companies shall engage with the genuine 
intention to understand how relevant 
stakeholder interests are affected by its 
activities, and shall engage with 
stakeholders prior to taking decisions that 
may impact them and take into 
consideration their interests. It involves 
the timely provision of all information 
needed by the potentially impacted 
stakeholders to make an informed 
judgment on how the decision could affect 
them. It should ensure a proper follow-up 
of the implementation of agreed 
commitments, ensuring that adverse 
impacts to impacted and potentially 
impacted stakeholders are addressed.

Or. en

Justification

Meaningful engagement with stakeholders is a key component of due diligence to ensure 
effective risk identification, assessment, prevention, mitigation, remediation and monitoring 
measures. This definition is based on OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible 
Business Conduct. Companies should take into account the concerns of smallholders in third 
countries such as women and indigenous peoples, local communities and environmental 
human rights defenders. The respect of the free, prior and informed consent of Indigenous 
Peoples and local communities should be ensured.

Amendment 313
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point n a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(na) ‘human rights, labour rights, 
environmental and rule of law and good 
governance defenders’ mean individuals, 
groups and structures of society, 
including non-government organisations, 
that promote, protect and defend human 
rights, the environment and the rule of 
law and good governance.

Or. en

Amendment 314
Jan-Christoph Oetjen, Svenja Hahn

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point o

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(o) ‘director’ means: deleted
(i) any member of the administrative, 
management or supervisory bodies of a 
company;
(ii) where they are not members of the 
administrative, management or 
supervisory bodies of a company, the chief 
executive officer and, if such function 
exists in a company, the deputy chief 
executive officer;
(iii) other persons who perform 
functions similar to those performed 
under point (i) or (ii);

Or. en

Amendment 315
Jan-Christoph Oetjen, Svenja Hahn

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point p



PE738.494v03-00 108/181 AM\1266797EN.docx

EN

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(p) ‘board of directors’ means the 
administrative or supervisory body 
responsible for supervising the executive 
management of the company, or, if no 
such body exists, the person or persons 
performing equivalent functions;

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 316
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point q

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(q) ‘appropriate measure’ means a 
measure that is capable of achieving the 
objectives of due diligence, commensurate 
with the degree of severity and the 
likelihood of the adverse impact, and 
reasonably available to the company, 
taking into account the circumstances of 
the specific case, including characteristics 
of the economic sector and of the specific 
business relationship and the company’s 
influence thereof, and the need to ensure 
prioritisation of action.

(q) ‘appropriate measures’ means a set 
of measures that is capable of achieving 
the objectives of due diligence and 
effectively addressing the adverse impact, 
commensurate with the degree of severity 
and the likelihood of the adverse impact, 
taking into account the circumstances of 
the specific case.

Or. en

Amendment 317
María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point q

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(q) ‘appropriate measure’ means a 
measure that is capable of achieving the 

(q) ‘appropriate measure’ means a 
measure that is capable of achieving the 
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objectives of due diligence, commensurate 
with the degree of severity and the 
likelihood of the adverse impact, and 
reasonably available to the company, 
taking into account the circumstances of 
the specific case, including characteristics 
of the economic sector and of the specific 
business relationship and the company’s 
influence thereof, and the need to ensure 
prioritisation of action.

objectives of due diligence, commensurate 
with the degree of severity and the 
likelihood of the adverse impact, and 
reasonably available to the company after 
meaningful, proven and regular 
engagement and consultation with 
relevant stakeholders, taking into account 
the circumstances of the specific case, 
including characteristics of the economic 
sector and of the specific business 
relationship and the company’s influence 
thereof, and the need to ensure 
prioritisation of action.

Or. en

Amendment 318
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point q

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(q) ‘appropriate measure’ means a 
measure that is capable of achieving the 
objectives of due diligence, commensurate 
with the degree of severity and the 
likelihood of the adverse impact, and 
reasonably available to the company, 
taking into account the circumstances of 
the specific case, including characteristics 
of the economic sector and of the specific 
business relationship and the company’s 
influence thereof, and the need to ensure 
prioritisation of action.

(q) ‘appropriate measures‘ means 
measures that are capable of achieving the 
objectives of due diligence and effectively 
addressing the potential or actual adverse 
impact, commensurate with the degree of 
severity and the likelihood of the adverse 
impact, and reasonably available to the 
company, taking into account the 
circumstances of the specific case, 
including characteristics of the economic 
sector and of the specific business 
relationship and the company’s influence 
thereof, and the company’s ability to 
increase its influence thereof.

Or. en

Amendment 319
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
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Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point q a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(qa) ‘high risk sectors’ means sectors 
of activity that are associated with a 
higher likelihood or severity of adverse 
impacts on human rights, the 
environment or good governance. These 
sectors include:
(i) the manufacture of textiles, 
wearing apparel, articles of fur, leather 
and related products (including footwear), 
and the wholesale trade and retail of 
textiles, wearing apparel, articles of fur, 
leather and related products (including 
clothing and footwear);
(ii) agriculture, forestry and fishing;
(iii) fisheries (including aquaculture), 
the manufacture of food products, and the 
wholesale trade of agricultural raw 
materials, live animals, wood, food, and 
beverages;
(iv) all mining and quarrying 
activities, mining support service 
activities, and the wholesale trade of 
mineral resources, basic and intermediate 
mineral products (including metals and 
metal ores, construction materials, fuels, 
chemicals and other intermediate 
products).
(v) the manufacture and wholesale 
trade of coke and refined petroleum 
products;
(vi) the manufacture and wholesale 
trade of chemicals and chemical products;
(vii) the manufacture and wholesale 
trade of rubber and plastic products;
(viii) the manufacture and wholesale 
trade of weapons and ammunition, 
including dual-use items, manufacture of 
military fighting vehicles;
(ix) the manufacture and wholesale 
trade of computer, electronic and optical 
products;
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(x) electric power generation, 
transmission and distribution;
(xi) the manufacture and wholesale 
trade of gas and distribution of gas 
through mains;
(xii) water collection, treatment and 
supply;
(xiii) waste collection, treatment and 
disposal activities;
(xiv) land, water and air transport 
(except passenger rail transport, 
interurban, other passenger land 
transport) and transport via pipelines;
(xv) cargo handling, warehousing and 
storage;
(xvi) hotels, holiday, short-stay and 
other similar accommodations;
(xvii) the construction of residential and 
non-residential buildings, civil 
engineering;
(xviii) the building, repair and 
maintenance of ships and boats;
(xix) private security activities and 
security systems service activities, 
including the development and operation 
of biometrics and surveillance 
technologies;
(xx) financial and insurance activities;

Or. en

Amendment 320
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – point q a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(qa) ‘meaningful engagement’ means 
an ongoing process of interaction and 
dialogue between a company and affected 
stakeholders that enables the company to 
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hear, understand and respond to their 
interests and concerns in good faith, 
including through collaborative 
approaches in line with the OECD 
Guidelines;

Or. en

Amendment 321
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 4 – paragraph -1 (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

-1. Member States shall ensure that 
undertakings respect human rights, the 
environment and good governance and do 
not cause or contribute to adverse impacts 
on human rights, the environment and 
good governance directly or indirectly 
through their operations, their 
subsidiaries, their products and services 
and their value chain.

Or. en

Amendment 322
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 4 – paragraph -1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

-1a. Member States shall ensure that 
undertakings identify, prevent, mitigate 
and account for how they address the 
impacts on human rights, the 
environment and good governance 
occurring in their operations, the 
operations of their subsidiaries, and in 
their value chains.
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Or. en

Amendment 323
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 4 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies conduct human rights and 
environmental due diligence as laid down 
in Articles 5 to 11 (‘due diligence’) by 
carrying out the following actions:

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies respect human rights, the 
environment and climate by obliging them 
to conduct human rights, environmental 
and climate due diligence as laid down in 
Articles 5 to 11 (‘due diligence’) by 
carrying out the following actions:

Or. en

Amendment 324
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Article 4 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies conduct human rights and 
environmental due diligence as laid down 
in Articles 5 to 11 (‘due diligence’) by 
carrying out the following actions:

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies conduct to the best of their 
ability human rights and environmental due 
diligence as laid down in Articles 5 to 11 
(‘due diligence’) by carrying out the 
following actions:

Or. fr

Amendment 325
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
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Article 4 – paragraph 1 – point c

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(c) preventing and mitigating potential 
adverse impacts, and bringing actual 
adverse impacts to an end and minimising 
their extent in accordance with Articles 7 
and 8;

(c) preventing potential adverse 
impact, mitigating actual adverse impacts, 
bringing them to an end, and remediating 
them in accordance with Articles […];

Or. en

Amendment 326
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 4 – paragraph 1 – point c a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ca) where necessary, disengaging 
responsibly in accordance with Article 
[…];

Or. en

Amendment 327
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 4 – paragraph 1 – point f a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(fa) engaging with stakeholders in a 
meaningful way. In particular,
(i) Member States shall ensure that 
companies carry out in good faith 
effective, meaningful and informed 
engagement with relevant stakeholders 
when implementing the due diligence 
process. Member States shall guarantee, 
in particular, the right for trade unions 
and for workers and smallholders’ 
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representatives to be involved in 
implementation of the due diligence 
process in good faith with the companies.
(ii) Companies may prioritise 
engagement with the most impacted 
stakeholders such as trade unions, 
workers and smallholders’ 
representatives, indigenous peoples and 
local communities, and engage in a 
manner that is appropriate to their size 
and to the nature and context of their 
operations.
(iii) In situations where direct 
engagement is not possible, Member 
States shall ensure that companies 
consider other reasonable alternatives 
such as independent experts, human 
rights and environment defenders and 
civil society organizations representing 
stakeholders’ interests. 

Or. en

Justification

Engagement with stakeholders is a key component of due diligence which is included in  
internationally recognized guidelines. Companies should take into account the views and 
concerns of smallholders in third countries with an emphasis on those facing additional 
barriers to participation such as women and indigenous peoples, local communities and 
environmental human rights defenders. The OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible 
Business Conduct provides alternatives when there are limits to direct engagement.

Amendment 328
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 4 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 1 (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Member States shall ensure that 
undertakings conduct human rights and 
environmental due diligence as laid down 
in Articles 5 to 11 (‘due diligence’) in 
close and fair collaboration with trade 
unions and workers representatives, and 
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in consultation with stakeholders in 
accordance with Article […].

Or. en

Amendment 329
María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos

Proposal for a directive
Article 4 – paragraph 1 – point f a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(fa) ensuring a meaningful, regular, 
accessible and safe engagement with 
stakeholders throughout the due diligence 
process in accordance with Article 11a

Or. en

Amendment 330
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 4 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. Member States shall ensure that, 
when necessary, undertakings engage in a 
proactive and timely manner with their 
business relationships to effectively 
conduct human rights and environmental 
due diligence as laid down in Articles 5 to 
11 (‘due diligence’).

Or. en

Amendment 331
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Article 4 – paragraph 2
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. Member States shall ensure that, for 
the purposes of due diligence, companies 
are entitled to share resources and 
information within their respective groups 
of companies and with other legal entities 
in compliance with applicable competition 
law.

2. Member States shall ensure that, for 
the purposes of the Directive, for groups of 
companies, parent companies, shall have 
the possibility to fulfil the obligations set 
out in Articles 4 to 11 as well as in 
Articles 15 and 16, on behalf of their 
subsidiaries that would fall within the 
scope of the directive, in compliance with 
applicable competition law. If a parent 
company makes use of this possibility, the 
law applicable to the parent company 
shall also apply for all subsidiaries for 
which the parent fulfils the 
obligations. Any reference in this 
paragraph to a subsidiary shall apply also 
to credit institutions affiliated to a central 
body within the meaning of Article 10 of 
the Regulation (EU) No 575/2013 and any 
reference to a parent company to a central 
body within the meaning of that article.

Or. en

Amendment 332
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 5 – paragraph -1 (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

-1. Member States shall ensure that 
none of the corporate practices of the 
undertaking causes or contributes to 
adverse impacts on human rights, the 
environment or good governance.

Or. en

Amendment 333
Manon Aubry
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Proposal for a directive
Article 5 – paragraph -1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

-1a. Member States shall ensure that 
undertakings exercise due diligence with 
regards to their business models and 
strategies, including trading, employment, 
procurement and pricing practices.

Or. en

Amendment 334
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 5 – paragraph -1 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

-1b. Undertakings that are 
shareholders shall furthermore exercise 
due diligence with regards to their voting 
practices.

Or. en

Amendment 335
María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos

Proposal for a directive
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies integrate due diligence into all 
their corporate policies and have in place a 
due diligence policy. The due diligence 
policy shall contain all of the following:

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies develop meaningful, safe and 
regular engagement with stakeholders in 
accordance with Article 11a, integrate due 
diligence into all their corporate policies 
and have in place a due diligence policy. 
The due diligence policy shall contain all 
of the following:
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Or. en

Amendment 336
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies integrate due diligence into all 
their corporate policies and have in place a 
due diligence policy. The due diligence 
policy shall contain all of the following:

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies integrate due diligence in the 
upstream value chain into all their 
corporate policies and have in place a due 
diligence policy. The due diligence policy 
shall contain all of the following:

Or. fr

Amendment 337
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies integrate due diligence into all 
their corporate policies and have in place a 
due diligence policy. The due diligence 
policy shall contain all of the following:

1. Member companies integrate due 
diligence into all their corporate policies. 
Undertakings shall adopt, publish and 
implement a due diligence policy. The due 
diligence policy shall contain all of the 
following:

Or. en

Amendment 338
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – point -a (new)



PE738.494v03-00 120/181 AM\1266797EN.docx

EN

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(-a) a description of the potential or 
actual adverse impacts identified by the 
undertaking;

Or. en

Amendment 339
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) a description of the company’s 
approach, including in the long term, to 
due diligence;

(a) a description of the undertaking’s 
due diligence strategy, including in the 
short, medium and long term;

Or. en

Amendment 340
María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos

Proposal for a directive
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) a code of conduct describing rules 
and principles to be followed by the 
company’s employees and subsidiaries;

(b) a code of conduct describing rules 
and principles to be followed by the 
company’s employees and subsidiaries and 
established with the full engagement and 
relevant consultation with trade unions, 
civil society organizations, human rights 
defenders and other relevant 
stakeholders;

Or. en

Amendment 341
Manon Aubry
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Proposal for a directive
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) a code of conduct describing rules 
and principles to be followed by the 
company’s employees and subsidiaries;

(b) a code of conduct defining rules 
and principles to be followed by the 
company’s board of directors, directors 
and subsidiaries. The code of conduct 
shall be designed to ensure the respect of 
human rights, the environment and good 
governance by the undertaking;

Or. en

Amendment 342
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) a code of conduct describing rules 
and principles to be followed by the 
company’s employees and subsidiaries;

(b) a code of conduct describing rules 
and principles to be followed by the 
company’s employees, with a special 
emphasis on directors, and subsidiaries;

Or. en

Amendment 343
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – point c

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(c) a description of the processes put in 
place to implement due diligence, 
including the measures taken to verify 
compliance with the code of conduct and 
to extend its application to established 
business relationships.

(c) a description of the processes put in 
place to implement due diligence across 
the value chain, including the measures 
taken to verify compliance with this 
Directive.
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Or. en

Amendment 344
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – point c a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ca) capacity of weaker business 
partners to carry out due diligence, taking 
into account the leverage of the company 
to ensure that the costs of the due 
diligence process are not passed on to 
business partners in a weaker position.

Or. en

Justification

Experience from the textiles and minerals sectors have shown that companies tend to pass 
costs and responsibilities to upstream value chain actors whenever possible. Therefore, 
Companies should be in a position to demonstrate to supervisory authorities that they do not 
pass on the costs of due diligence to business partners - by putting in place mechanisms to 
share the responsibility and costs of the due diligence process with their business partners 
and an investment strategy to build the capacity of their business partners.

Amendment 345
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – point c a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ca) a description of the adequate 
measures put in place to address potential 
or actual adverse impacts identified;

Or. en

Amendment 346
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Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 5 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. For undertakings operating in one 
of the sectors referred to in article 3 point 
(ca), the description of the company’s 
approach, the code of conducts and 
description of the processes and measures 
required under paragraph 1 (a) to (c) 
shall also include a detailed focus on the 
risks and impacts that are specific to that 
sector. 

Or. en

Amendment 347
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 5 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. Member States shall ensure that 
undertakings do not engage in business 
models and strategies, including trading, 
procurement and pricing practices, that 
cause or contribute to adverse impacts on 
human rights, the environment and good 
governance.

Or. en

Amendment 348
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 5 – paragraph 2
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. Member States shall ensure that the 
companies update their due diligence 
policy annually.

2. Member States shall ensure that 
the companies review, update and publish 
their due diligence policy at least 
annually. Member States shall ensure that 
undertakings update their due diligence 
policy when substantial changes in their 
value chains have occurred. 
Undertakings’ due diligence policies 
should be publicly accessible through the 
European Single Access Point for at least 
30 years.

Or. en

Amendment 349
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Article 5 – paragraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2a. Member States shall lay down 
rules to ensure that management or 
supervisory bodies as the case maybe 
depending on national laws of the 
companies referred to in Article 2(1) put 
in place and oversee the due diligence 
actions referred to in Article 4 and in 
particular the due diligence policy 
referred to in this Article, with due 
consideration for relevant input from 
stakeholders.

Or. en

Amendment 350
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Article 5 – paragraph 2 b (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2b. Developing and applying common 
standards and principles for a code of 
conduct within and across industries, to 
support efficient compliance with this 
directive shall not constitute a breach of 
applicable competition law.

Or. en

Amendment 351
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – title

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Identifying actual and potential adverse 
impacts

Identifying and assessing actual and 
potential adverse impacts

Or. en

Amendment 352
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – title

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Identifying actual and potential adverse 
impacts

Identifying and assessing actual and 
potential adverse impacts

Or. en

Amendment 353
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
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Article 6 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
identify actual and potential adverse human 
rights impacts and adverse environmental 
impacts arising from their own operations 
or those of their subsidiaries and, where 
related to their value chains, from their 
established business relationships, in 
accordance with paragraph 2, 3 and 4.

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
identify and assess actual and potential 
adverse human rights as well as 
environmental and climate adverse 
impacts arising from their own operations, 
products and services, or those of their 
subsidiaries and those related to their value 
chains. These measures shall also include 
the assessment of the impact of policies 
and strategies regarding business 
relationships, including trading, 
procurement and pricing practices.

Or. en

Amendment 354
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
identify actual and potential adverse human 
rights impacts and adverse environmental 
impacts arising from their own operations 
or those of their subsidiaries and, where 
related to their value chains, from their 
established business relationships, in 
accordance with paragraph 2, 3 and 4.

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
identify and assess actual and potential 
adverse human rights and environmental 
impacts arising from their own operations 
or those of their subsidiaries and business 
relationships.

Or. en

Amendment 355
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 1
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
identify actual and potential adverse human 
rights impacts and adverse environmental 
impacts arising from their own operations 
or those of their subsidiaries and, where 
related to their value chains, from their 
established business relationships, in 
accordance with paragraph 2, 3 and 4.

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
identify actual and potential severe adverse 
human rights impacts and adverse 
environmental impacts arising from their 
own operations or those of their 
subsidiaries and, where related to their 
value chains, from their established 
business relationships, according to a risk-
based approach, in accordance with 
paragraph 2, 3 and 4.

Or. en

Amendment 356
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
identify actual and potential adverse human 
rights impacts and adverse environmental 
impacts arising from their own operations 
or those of their subsidiaries and, where 
related to their value chains, from their 
established business relationships, in 
accordance with paragraph 2, 3 and 4.

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take to the best of their ability 
appropriate measures to identify actual and 
potential adverse human rights impacts and 
adverse environmental impacts arising 
from their own operations or those of their 
subsidiaries and, where related to their 
upstream value chains, from their 
established business relationships, in 
accordance with paragraph 2, 3 and 4.

Or. fr

Amendment 357
Jan-Christoph Oetjen, Svenja Hahn

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 1
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
identify actual and potential adverse 
human rights impacts and adverse 
environmental impacts arising from their 
own operations or those of their 
subsidiaries and, where related to their 
value chains, from their established 
business relationships, in accordance with 
paragraph 2, 3 and 4.

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
identify actual and potential adverse 
impacts arising from their own operations 
or those of their subsidiaries and, where 
related to their supply chains, those of their 
established business partners, in 
accordance with paragraph 2, 3 and 4.

Or. en

Amendment 358
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
identify actual and potential adverse human 
rights impacts and adverse environmental 
impacts arising from their own operations 
or those of their subsidiaries and, where 
related to their value chains, from their 
established business relationships, in 
accordance with paragraph 2, 3 and 4.

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
identify actual and potential adverse human 
rights, adverse labour impacts and adverse 
environmental impacts arising from their 
own operations or those of their 
subsidiaries and, where related to their 
value chains, from their business 
relationships, in accordance with paragraph 
2, 3 and 4.

Or. en

Amendment 359
Jan-Christoph Oetjen, Svenja Hahn

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. For the purpose of fulfilling the 
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obligation in paragraph 1, companies may 
map all areas of their own operations, 
those of their subsidiaries and, where 
related to their supply chains, those of 
their established business partners. Based 
on the results of that mapping, companies 
may carry out an in-depth assessment of 
the areas where adverse impacts were 
identified to be most likely to be present or 
most significant.

Or. en

Amendment 360
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. Severity of an adverse impacts 
shall be assessed based on its gravity, its 
high likelihood to occur, the number of 
persons or the extent of the environment 
affected, its irreversibility, and difficulty 
to provide remedy considering the 
measures necessary to restore the 
situation prevailing prior to the impact.

Or. en

Amendment 361
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. Member States shall ensure that 
companies map their value chain and 
publicly disclose relevant information 
including names, locations, types of 
products and services supplied, and other 
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relevant information concerning 
subsidiaries, and business relationships. 

Or. en

Amendment 362
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 1 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1b. When identifying adverse impacts, 
companies should also identify and assess 
the impact of a business relationship’s 
business model and strategies, including 
trading, employment, procurement and 
pricing practices.

Or. en

Amendment 363
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. By way of derogation from 
paragraph 1, companies referred to in 
Article 2(1), point (b), and Article 2(2), 
point (b), shall only be required to identify 
actual and potential severe adverse 
impacts relevant to the respective sector 
mentioned in Article 2(1), point (b).

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 364
Antoni Comín i Oliveres
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Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. By way of derogation from 
paragraph 1, companies referred to in 
Article 2(1), point (b), and Article 2(2), 
point (b), shall only be required to identify 
actual and potential severe adverse 
impacts relevant to the respective sector 
mentioned in Article 2(1), point (b).

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 365
Jan-Christoph Oetjen, Svenja Hahn

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2a. Member States shall ensure that 
companies, when fulfilling the obligation 
in paragraph 1, are obliged to assess 
indirect business partners in-depth only 
when the companies have factual 
knowledge of actual or potential adverse 
impacts arising from the activities of the 
respective indirect business partner.

Or. en

Amendment 366
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2a. Member States shall ensure that, 
when identifying actual and potential 
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adverse impacts, companies also identify 
and assess the impacts of their business 
models and strategies, including trading, 
procurement and pricing practices.

Or. en

Justification

There are inherent risks in a business model and strategy that contribute to actual and 
potential severe human rights adverse impacts. It has been demonstrated that trading, 
procurement and pricing practices such as cancelled orders, delayed payment and low prices 
are driving harmful impacts especially upstream in value chains. The identification of these 
potential or actual adverse impacts is a key first step so that companies address them.

Amendment 367
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. When companies referred to in 
Article 3, point (a)(iv), provide credit, loan 
or other financial services, identification 
of actual and potential adverse human 
rights impacts and adverse environmental 
impacts shall be carried out only before 
providing that service..

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 368
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. When companies referred to in 
Article 3, point (a)(iv), provide credit, loan 
or other financial services, identification 
of actual and potential adverse human 

deleted
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rights impacts and adverse environmental 
impacts shall be carried out only before 
providing that service..

Or. en

Amendment 369
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. When companies referred to in 
Article 3, point (a)(iv), provide credit, loan 
or other financial services, identification of 
actual and potential adverse human rights 
impacts and adverse environmental 
impacts shall be carried out only before 
providing that service..

3. When companies referred to in 
Article 3, point (a)(iv), provide credit, loan 
or other financial services, identification of 
actual and potential adverse human rights 
impacts and adverse environmental 
impacts shall be carried out according to 
appropriate risk based measures only 
before providing that service.

Or. en

Amendment 370
Jan-Christoph Oetjen, Svenja Hahn

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. When companies referred to in 
Article 3, point (a)(iv), provide credit, loan 
or other financial services, identification of 
actual and potential adverse human rights 
impacts and adverse environmental 
impacts shall be carried out only before 
providing that service..

3. When companies referred to in 
Article 3, point (a)(iv), provide credit, loan 
or other financial services, identification of 
actual and potential impacts shall be 
carried out only before providing that 
service.

Or. en
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Amendment 371
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. Member States shall ensure that, for 
the purposes of identifying the adverse 
impacts referred to in paragraph 1 based 
on, where appropriate, quantitative and 
qualitative information, companies are 
entitled to make use of appropriate 
resources, including independent reports 
and information gathered through the 
complaints procedure provided for in 
Article 9. Companies shall, where 
relevant, also carry out consultations with 
potentially affected groups including 
workers and other relevant stakeholders to 
gather information on actual or potential 
adverse impacts.

4. Member States shall ensure that, for 
the purposes of identifying the adverse 
impacts referred to in paragraph 1 based 
on, where appropriate, quantitative and 
qualitative information, companies are 
entitled to make use of appropriate 
resources, including independent reports 
and information gathered through the 
complaints procedure provided for in 
Article 9. Companies shall also carry out 
meaningful, gender inclusive engagement 
with potentially affected stakeholders and 
their representative organisations, 
especially vulnerable stakeholders, such as 
workers, trade unions, smallholders, 
indigenous peoples and local 
communities, to gather information on as 
well as to identify and assess actual or 
potential adverse impacts.

Or. en

Justification

Engagement with affected stakeholders is not something to be done only ‘where relevant’, at 
the discretion of the company. Meaningful engagement with stakeholders prevents companies 
from focusing on human rights and environmental impacts that are easier for them to address 
instead of focusing on the most severe impacts in their supply chains. For example, in some 
agricultural value chains, the lack of access to living incomes for farmers is amongst the main 
issues highlighted by producer representatives, and yet, it is often overlooked by companies.

Amendment 372
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 4
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. Member States shall ensure that, for 
the purposes of identifying the adverse 
impacts referred to in paragraph 1 based 
on, where appropriate, quantitative and 
qualitative information, companies are 
entitled to make use of appropriate 
resources, including independent reports 
and information gathered through the 
complaints procedure provided for in 
Article 9. Companies shall, where relevant, 
also carry out consultations with 
potentially affected groups including 
workers and other relevant stakeholders to 
gather information on actual or potential 
adverse impacts.

4. Member States shall ensure that, for 
the purposes of identifying the adverse 
impacts referred to in paragraph 1 based 
on, where appropriate, quantitative and 
qualitative information, companies are 
entitled to make use of appropriate 
resources, including independent reports 
and information gathered through the 
complaints procedure provided for in 
Article 9. Companies shall, where relevant, 
also carry out consultations with 
potentially affected groups including 
workers and other relevant stakeholders to 
gather information on actual or potential 
adverse impacts. This approach in the 
financial services sector will be informed 
by clear financial sector guidelines.

Or. en

Amendment 373
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. Member States shall ensure that, for 
the purposes of identifying the adverse 
impacts referred to in paragraph 1 based 
on, where appropriate, quantitative and 
qualitative information, companies are 
entitled to make use of appropriate 
resources, including independent reports 
and information gathered through the 
complaints procedure provided for in 
Article 9. Companies shall, where relevant, 
also carry out consultations with 
potentially affected groups including 
workers and other relevant stakeholders to 
gather information on actual or potential 
adverse impacts.

4. Member States shall ensure that, for 
the purposes of identifying the adverse 
impacts referred to in paragraph 1 based 
on, where appropriate, quantitative and 
qualitative information.

Undertakings shall make use of 
appropriate resources, including publicly 
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accessible information and reports, 
information communicated to them and 
information gathered through the 
complaints procedure provided for in 
Article 9.

Companies shall, where relevant, also carry 
out consultations with potentially affected 
groups including workers and other 
relevant stakeholders to gather information 
on actual or potential adverse impacts.

Or. en

Amendment 374
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. Member States shall ensure that, for 
the purposes of identifying the adverse 
impacts referred to in paragraph 1 based 
on, where appropriate, quantitative and 
qualitative information, companies are 
entitled to make use of appropriate 
resources, including independent reports 
and information gathered through the 
complaints procedure provided for in 
Article 9. Companies shall, where 
relevant, also carry out consultations with 
potentially affected groups including 
workers and other relevant stakeholders to 
gather information on actual or potential 
adverse impacts.

4. Member States shall ensure that, for 
the purposes of identifying the adverse 
impacts referred to in paragraph 1 based 
on, where appropriate, quantitative and 
qualitative information, companies are 
entitled to make use of appropriate 
resources, including independent reports 
and information gathered through the 
complaints procedure provided for in 
Article 9. Companies shall also carry out 
consultations with trade unions, workers’ 
representatives and stakeholders to gather 
information on actual or potential adverse 
impacts.

Or. en

Amendment 375
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 4



AM\1266797EN.docx 137/181 PE738.494v03-00

EN

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. Member States shall ensure that, for 
the purposes of identifying the adverse 
impacts referred to in paragraph 1 based 
on, where appropriate, quantitative and 
qualitative information, companies are 
entitled to make use of appropriate 
resources, including independent reports 
and information gathered through the 
complaints procedure provided for in 
Article 9. Companies shall, where relevant, 
also carry out consultations with 
potentially affected groups including 
workers and other relevant stakeholders to 
gather information on actual or potential 
adverse impacts.

4. Member States shall ensure that, for 
the purposes of identifying and assessing 
the adverse impacts referred to in 
paragraph 1, undertakings collect and 
analyse relevant, quantitative and 
qualitative information, companies are 
entitled to make use of appropriate 
resources, including disaggregated data.

Companies shall, where relevant, also carry 
out consultations with potentially affected 
groups including workers and other 
relevant stakeholders to gather information 
on actual or potential adverse impacts.

Or. en

Amendment 376
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. Member States shall ensure that, for 
the purposes of identifying the adverse 
impacts referred to in paragraph 1 based 
on, where appropriate, quantitative and 
qualitative information, companies are 
entitled to make use of appropriate 
resources, including independent reports 
and information gathered through the 
complaints procedure provided for in 
Article 9. Companies shall, where 
relevant, also carry out consultations with 
potentially affected groups including 
workers and other relevant stakeholders to 
gather information on actual or potential 

4. Member States shall ensure that, for 
the purposes of identifying the adverse 
impacts referred to in paragraph 1 based 
on, where appropriate, quantitative and 
qualitative information, companies are 
entitled to make use of appropriate 
resources, including independent reports 
and information gathered through the 
complaints procedure provided for in 
Article 9. Companies shall also carry out 
consultations with potentially affected 
groups including workers and other 
relevant stakeholders to gather information 
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adverse impacts. on actual or potential adverse impacts.

Or. en

Amendment 377
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4a. When carrying out consultations 
with stakeholders as provided for by this 
Directive under articles 6, 7 and 8, 
companies shall ensure that where the 
stakeholders are Indigenous Peoples, 
such consultations are conducted in 
accordance with international human 
rights standards, such as those developed 
in the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, including 
by respecting Indigenous Peoples’ rights 
to free, prior and informed consent and to 
self-determination.

Or. en

Amendment 378
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 6 – paragraph 4 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4b. Member States shall ensure that in 
the context of conflict-affected and high-
risk areas, companies engage in 
heightened due diligence and augment 
their due diligence framework with tools 
from atrocity prevention and conflict 
prevention.
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Or. en

Amendment 379
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
prevent, or where prevention is not 
possible or not immediately possible, 
adequately mitigate potential adverse 
human rights impacts and adverse 
environmental impacts that have been, or 
should have been, identified pursuant to 
Article 6, in accordance with paragraphs 2, 
3, 4 and 5 of this Article.

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
the best of their ability to prevent, or 
where prevention is not possible or not 
immediately possible, adequately mitigate 
potential adverse human rights impacts and 
adverse environmental impacts in the 
upstream value chain that have been, or 
should have been, identified pursuant to 
Article 6, in accordance with paragraphs 2, 
3, 4 and 5 of this Article.

Or. fr

Amendment 380
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
prevent, or where prevention is not 
possible or not immediately possible, 
adequately mitigate potential adverse 
human rights impacts and adverse 
environmental impacts that have been, or 
should have been, identified pursuant to 
Article 6, in accordance with paragraphs 2, 
3, 4 and 5 of this Article.

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
prevent, or where prevention is not 
possible or not immediately possible, 
adequately mitigate potential adverse 
human rights impacts, adverse labour 
rights impacts and adverse environmental 
impacts that have been, or should have 
been, identified pursuant to Article 6, in 
accordance with paragraphs 2, 3, 4 and 5 of 
this Article.
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Or. en

Amendment 381
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
prevent, or where prevention is not 
possible or not immediately possible, 
adequately mitigate potential adverse 
human rights impacts and adverse 
environmental impacts that have been, or 
should have been, identified pursuant to 
Article 6, in accordance with paragraphs 2, 
3, 4 and 5 of this Article.

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
prevent, or where prevention is not 
possible or not immediately possible, 
adequately mitigate potential adverse 
human rights impacts and adverse 
environmental impacts that have been, or 
should have been, identified pursuant to 
Article 6, using a risk-based approach, in 
accordance with paragraphs 2, 3, 4 and 5 of 
this Article.

Or. en

Amendment 382
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
prevent, or where prevention is not 
possible or not immediately possible, 
adequately mitigate potential adverse 
human rights impacts and adverse 
environmental impacts that have been, or 
should have been, identified pursuant to 
Article 6, in accordance with paragraphs 
2, 3, 4 and 5 of this Article.

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
prevent, or where prevention is not 
possible or not immediately possible, 
adequately mitigate potential adverse 
human rights as well as environmental and 
climate adverse impacts that have been, or 
should have been, identified pursuant to 
Article 6.

Or. en
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Amendment 383
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
prevent, or where prevention is not 
possible or not immediately possible, 
adequately mitigate potential adverse 
human rights impacts and adverse 
environmental impacts that have been, or 
should have been, identified pursuant to 
Article 6, in accordance with paragraphs 
2, 3, 4 and 5 of this Article.

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take all appropriate measures to 
prevent potential adverse impacts, 
and adequately mitigate adverse human 
rights impacts and adverse environmental 
impacts arising from their operations, 
products and services, those of their 
subsidiaries, and those occurring in their 
own activities and in their value chains.

Or. en

Amendment 384
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. Companies shall be required to take 
the following actions, where relevant:

2. Companies shall be required to take 
the following actions:

Or. en

Amendment 385
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point -a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(-a) refrain from entering into business 
relations with potential business partners 
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that cannot reasonably be expected to 
respect human rights, the environment or 
good governance in the course of its 
activities;

Or. en

Amendment 386
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) where necessary due to the nature 
or complexity of the measures required for 
prevention, develop and implement a 
prevention action plan, with reasonable and 
clearly defined timelines for action and 
qualitative and quantitative indicators for 
measuring improvement. The prevention 
action plan shall be developed in 
consultation with affected stakeholders;

(a) where necessary due to the nature 
or complexity of the measures required for 
prevention, develop and implement a 
prevention action plan, with reasonable and 
clearly defined timelines for action and 
qualitative and quantitative indicators for 
measuring improvement. The prevention 
action plan shall be developed in 
consultation with stakeholders the 
company identifies as affected by its 
products, services and operations, its 
subsidiaries and its business 
relationships;

Or. en

Amendment 387
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) where necessary due to the nature 
or complexity of the measures required 
for prevention, develop and implement a 
prevention action plan, with reasonable and 
clearly defined timelines for action and 

(a) develop and implement a 
prevention action plan, with reasonable and 
clearly defined timelines for action and 
qualitative and quantitative indicators for 
measuring improvement. The prevention 
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qualitative and quantitative indicators for 
measuring improvement. The prevention 
action plan shall be developed in 
consultation with affected stakeholders;

action plan shall be developed in 
accordance with Article 4(2) point (a) on 
meaningful stakeholder engagement. 
When necessary, this plan should also 
include a prioritisation strategy on the 
basis of severity and irremediability of 
actual or potential harm;

Or. en

Amendment 388
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) where necessary due to the nature 
or complexity of the measures required 
for prevention, develop and implement a 
prevention action plan, with reasonable and 
clearly defined timelines for action and 
qualitative and quantitative indicators for 
measuring improvement. The prevention 
action plan shall be developed in 
consultation with affected stakeholders;

(a) develop and implement a 
prevention action plan, with reasonable and 
clearly defined timelines for action and 
qualitative and quantitative indicators for 
measuring improvement. The prevention 
action plan shall be developed in 
consultation with affected stakeholders, 
including indigenous peoples in line with 
their right to free, prior and informed 
consent where these peoples are affected;

Or. en

Amendment 389
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) where necessary due to the nature 
or complexity of the measures required 
for prevention, develop and implement a 
prevention action plan, with reasonable and 
clearly defined timelines for action and 
qualitative and quantitative indicators for 

(a) develop and implement a 
prevention action plan, with reasonable and 
clearly defined timelines for appropriate 
measures and qualitative and quantitative 
indicators for measuring improvement. The 
prevention action plan shall be developed 
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measuring improvement. The prevention 
action plan shall be developed in 
consultation with affected stakeholders;

with trade unions and workers’ 
representatives, in consultation with 
stakeholders;

Or. en

Amendment 390
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point a a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(aa) The appropriate measures should 
apply, where applicable, to a company’s 
own operations, subsidiaries as well as 
direct and indirect business relationships. 
Undertakings shall, where appropriate:

Or. en

Amendment 391
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point a b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ab) adapt processes, operations and 
projects;

Or. en

Amendment 392
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point a c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment
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(ac) if necessary, cease processes, 
operations and projects;

Or. en

Amendment 393
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) seek contractual assurances from a 
business partner with whom it has a direct 
business relationship that it will ensure 
compliance with the company’s code of 
conduct and, as necessary, a prevention 
action plan, including by seeking 
corresponding contractual assurances from 
its partners, to the extent that their 
activities are part of the company’s value 
chain (contractual cascading). When such 
contractual assurances are obtained, 
paragraph 4 shall apply;

(b) seek assurances from a business 
partner with whom it has a direct business 
relationship that it will respect human 
rights, the environment and good 
governance and, as necessary, a prevention 
action plan, including by seeking 
corresponding assurances from its partners, 
to the extent that their activities are part of 
the company’s value chain. When 
contractual assurances are sought, 
paragraph 4 shall apply;

Or. en

Amendment 394
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point c

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(c) make necessary investments, such 
as into management or production 
processes and infrastructures, to comply 
with paragraph 1;

(c) make necessary investments, such 
as into management or production 
processes, capacity building, joint 
prevention and mitigation measures with 
value chain partners, pricing mechanisms 
that contribute to living wages and 
incomes for their suppliers and 
infrastructures, to comply with paragraph 
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1;

Or. en

Justification

Necessary investments from companies should include pricing mechanisms that contribute to 
living wages and living income, as it can be a key measure in some sectors to effectively 
prevent adverse impacts.

Amendment 395
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point c

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(c) make necessary investments, such 
as into management or production 
processes and infrastructures, to comply 
with paragraph 1;

(c) where the company or one of its 
subsidiaries is itself responsible for an 
adverse impact, make to the best of their 
ability necessary investments, such as into 
management or production processes and 
infrastructures, to comply with paragraph 
1;

Or. fr

Amendment 396
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point c

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(c) make necessary investments, such 
as into management or production 
processes and infrastructures, to comply 
with paragraph 1;

(c) make necessary investments, such 
as into management or production 
processes and infrastructures, to prevent 
potential adverse human rights impacts 
and adverse environmental impacts from 
occurring in their value chains;

Or. en
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Amendment 397
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point c a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ca) adapt business models and 
strategies, including trading, employment, 
procurement and pricing practices, in 
order to prevent potential adverse impacts 
; 

Or. en

Amendment 398
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point d

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(d) provide targeted and proportionate 
support for an SME with which the 
company has an established business 
relationship, where compliance with the 
code of conduct or the prevention action 
plan would jeopardise the viability of the 
SME;

(d) consider providing targeted and 
proportionate support for an SME with 
which the company has an established 
business relationship, where compliance 
with the code of conduct or the prevention 
action plan would jeopardise the viability 
of the SME;

Or. en

Amendment 399
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point d

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(d) provide targeted and proportionate 
support for an SME with which the 

(d) when necessary, to provide support 
for business relationships with which the 
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company has an established business 
relationship, where compliance with the 
code of conduct or the prevention action 
plan would jeopardise the viability of the 
SME;

company has an established business 
relationship to comply with the prevention 
action plan and adequately address 
potential or actual adverse impacts;

Or. en

Amendment 400
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point e

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(e) in compliance with Union law 
including competition law, collaborate with 
other entities, including, where relevant, to 
increase the company’s ability to bring the 
adverse impact to an end, in particular 
where no other action is suitable or 
effective.

(e) in compliance with Union law 
including competition law, collaborate with 
other entities, including to increase the 
company’s ability to bring the adverse 
impact to an end, in particular where no 
other action is suitable or effective.

Or. en

Amendment 401
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point e a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ea) adjust their business models and 
strategies, including trading, procurement 
and pricing practices, to prevent potential 
adverse impacts they may contribute to.

Or. en

Amendment 402
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Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point e a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ea) Undertakings that detain shares 
shall exercise their voting rights with a 
view to prevent adverse impacts on human 
rights, the environment and good 
governance

Or. en

Amendment 403
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point e a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ea) train, communicate or collaborate 
with suppliers on the enforcement of 
relevant protective laws.

Or. en

Amendment 404
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point e b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(eb) establish a pricing policy whereby 
the company pays suppliers at a price that 
enables them to produce with respect for 
human rights, labour rights and the 
environment.

Or. en
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Amendment 405
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 2 – point e c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ec) carry out gender-sensitive human 
rights assessments, including by gathering 
and using dissagregated data.

Or. en

Amendment 406
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 4 – subparagraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The contractual assurances or the contract 
shall be accompanied by the appropriate 
measures to verify compliance. For the 
purposes of verifying compliance, the 
company may refer to suitable industry 
initiatives or independent third-party 
verification.

The contractual assurances or the contract 
shall be accompanied by the appropriate 
measures to verify compliance. For the 
purposes of verifying compliance, the 
company may refer to suitable industry 
initiatives or independent third-party 
verification. Compliance verification 
through industry initiatives or 
independent third-party verification shall 
not exonerate the company from its 
obligations and its liability under this 
Directive.

Or. en

Amendment 407
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 4 – subparagraph 2
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

When contractual assurances are obtained 
from, or a contract is entered into, with an 
SME, the terms used shall be fair, 
reasonable and non-discriminatory. Where 
measures to verify compliance are carried 
out in relation to SMEs, the company shall 
bear the cost of the independent third-
party verification.

When contractual assurances are sought, or 
a contract is entered into, with an SME, the 
terms used shall be fair, reasonable and 
non-discriminatory. Where measures to 
track effectiveness are carried out in 
relation to SMEs, the company shall bear 
the associated costs.

Or. en

Amendment 408
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 5 – subparagraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

As regards potential adverse impacts 
within the meaning of paragraph 1 that 
could not be prevented or adequately 
mitigated by the measures in paragraphs 
2, 3 and 4, the company shall be required 
to refrain from entering into new or 
extending existing relations with the 
partner in connection with or in the value 
chain of which the impact has arisen and 
shall, where the law governing their 
relations so entitles them to, take the 
following actions:

Article 7a

Responsible engagement and 
disengagement
Member States shall ensure that, when 
potential adverse impacts cannot be 
prevented or when actual adverse impact 
cannot be effectively mitigated or brought 
to an end, the company shall be required to 
refrain from entering into new business 
relations with the partner in connection 
with or in the value chain of which the 
impact has arisen.
When, in the course of a business 
relation, potential adverse impacts cannot 
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be prevented or actual adverse impact 
cannot be prevented or effectively 
mitigated or brought to an end, the 
undertaking shall take the following 
actions:

Or. en

Amendment 409
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 5 – subparagraph 1 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) temporarily suspend commercial 
relations with the partner in question, while 
pursuing prevention and minimisation 
efforts, if there is reasonable expectation 
that these efforts will succeed in the short-
term;

(a) suspend commercial relations with 
the partner in question, while adopting 
appropriate measures to mitigate and 
bring adverse impacts to an end, if there is 
reasonable expectation that these 
appropriate measures will be effective in 
the short-term;

Or. en

Amendment 410
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 5 – subparagraph 1 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) terminate the business relationship 
with respect to the activities concerned if 
the potential adverse impact is severe.

(b) terminate the business relationship 
with respect to the activities concerned if 
there is no reasonable expectation that 
these measures will be effective in the 
short-term

Or. en

Amendment 411
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Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 5 – subparagraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Member States shall ensure that 
undertaking assesses if potential adverse 
impacts can be prevented or if actual 
adverse impact can effectively be 
mitigated and brought to an end with 
trade union and workers’ representatives, 
and in consultation with affected 
stakeholders and stakeholders with a 
legitimate interest.

Or. en

Amendment 412
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 5 – subparagraph 1 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Undertakings shall take appropriate 
measures to prevent, mitigate and bring to 
an end adverse impacts deriving from the 
suspension or cessation of the business 
relationship.

Or. en

Amendment 413
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 5 – subparagraph 1 c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The termination of a business relationship 
shall not bear on a company’s 
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responsibility to address the actual 
impacts generated in the course of the 
duration of the relationship.

Or. en

Amendment 414
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

6. By way of derogation from 
paragraph 5, point (b), when companies 
referred to in Article 3, point (a)(iv), 
provide credit, loan or other financial 
services, they shall not be required to 
terminate the credit, loan or other 
financial service contract when this can 
be reasonably expected to cause 
substantial prejudice to the entity to whom 
that service is being provided.

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 415
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

6. By way of derogation from 
paragraph 5, point (b), when companies 
referred to in Article 3, point (a)(iv), 
provide credit, loan or other financial 
services, they shall not be required to 
terminate the credit, loan or other 
financial service contract when this can 
be reasonably expected to cause 
substantial prejudice to the entity to whom 
that service is being provided.

deleted
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Or. en

Amendment 416
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Article 7 – paragraph 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

6. By way of derogation from 
paragraph 5, point (b), when companies 
referred to in Article 3, point (a)(iv), 
provide credit, loan or other financial 
services, they shall not be required to 
terminate the credit, loan or other financial 
service contract when this can be 
reasonably expected to cause substantial 
prejudice to the entity to whom that service 
is being provided.

6. By way of derogation from 
paragraph 5, point (b), when companies 
referred to in Article 3, point (a)(iv), 
provide credit, loan, statutory insurance 
cover, or other financial services, they shall 
not be required to terminate the credit, loan 
or other financial service contract when 
this can be reasonably expected to cause 
substantial prejudice to the entity to whom 
that service is being provided.

Or. en

Amendment 417
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – title

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Bringing actual adverse impacts to an end Mitigating and bringing actual adverse 
impacts to an end

Or. en

Amendment 418
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 1
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
bring actual adverse impacts that have 
been, or should have been, identified 
pursuant to Article 6 to an end, in 
accordance with paragraphs 2 to 6 of this 
Article.

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take to the best of their ability 
appropriate measures to bring actual 
adverse impacts in the upstream value 
chain that have been, or should have been, 
identified pursuant to Article 6 to an end, 
in accordance with paragraphs 2 to 6 of 
this Article.

Or. fr

Amendment 419
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
bring actual adverse impacts that have 
been, or should have been, identified 
pursuant to Article 6 to an end, in 
accordance with paragraphs 2 to 6 of this 
Article.

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
bring actual adverse impacts that have 
been, or should have been, identified 
pursuant to Article 6 to an end, using a 
risk-based approach, in accordance with 
paragraphs 2 to 6 of this Article.

Or. en

Amendment 420
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
bring actual adverse impacts that have 
been, or should have been, identified 
pursuant to Article 6 to an end, in 
accordance with paragraphs 2 to 6 of this 

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies take appropriate measures to 
mitigate and bring actual adverse impacts 
occurring in their own activities and in 
their value chain.
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Article.

Or. en

Amendment 421
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. Where the adverse impact cannot 
be brought to an end, Member States shall 
ensure that companies minimise the extent 
of such an impact.

2. Where the adverse impact cannot 
immediately be brought to an end, Member 
States shall ensure that companies first 
minimise the extent of such an impact to 
the best of the greatest extent possible, 
while continuing efforts to bring the 
adverse impact to an end.

Or. en

Amendment 422
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 3 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) neutralise the adverse impact or 
minimise its extent, including by the 
payment of damages to the affected 
persons and of financial compensation to 
the affected communities. The action shall 
be proportionate to the significance and 
scale of the adverse impact and to the 
contribution of the company’s conduct to 
the adverse impact;

(a) take all appropriate measures to 
fully remediate or contribute to the full 
remediation of actual adverse impacts 
taking into account that the adverse 
impacts can affect different groups of 
stakeholders. The remedy shall be 
proportionate to the significance and scale 
of the adverse impact.

The nature of the remedy shall de 
adequate and defined with affected 
stakeholders.
Remediation may take a range of 
substantive forms the aim of which will be 
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to counteract or make good any human 
rights harms or environmental damages. 
It concerns any harms and damages a 
company have caused or contributed to by 
acts or omissions.
Remedy may include apologies, 
restitution, rehabilitation, financial or 
non-financial compensation, restoration 
of the environment to its previous state 
and punitive sanctions (whether criminal 
or administrative, such as fines), as well 
as the prevention of harm through, for 
example, injunctions or guarantees of 
non-repetition.

Or. en

Amendment 423
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 3 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) neutralise the adverse impact or 
minimise its extent, including by the 
payment of damages to the affected 
persons and of financial compensation to 
the affected communities. The action shall 
be proportionate to the significance and 
scale of the adverse impact and to the 
contribution of the company’s conduct to 
the adverse impact;

(a) neutralise the adverse impact or 
minimise its extent, including by the 
payment of damages to the affected 
persons and of financial compensation to 
the affected communities, public 
apologies, and, where possible, restitution 
and rehabilitation. The action shall be 
proportionate to the significance and scale 
of the adverse impact and to the 
contribution of the company’s conduct to 
the adverse impact;

Or. en

Amendment 424
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
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Article 8 – paragraph 3 – point a a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(aa) In the case of Indigenous Peoples, 
remediation actions should follow 
international standards including the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples and may include 
actions to seek the restitution of the lands, 
territories and resources which they have 
traditionally owned or otherwise occupied 
or used.

Or. en

Amendment 425
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 3 – point a a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(aa) In the case of Indigenous Peoples, 
remediation actions should follow 
international standards including the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples and may include 
actions to seek the restitution of the lands, 
territories and resources which they have 
traditionally owned or otherwise occupied 
or used.

Or. en

Amendment 426
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 3 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment
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(b) where necessary due to the fact 
that the adverse impact cannot be 
immediately brought to an end, develop 
and implement a corrective action plan 
with reasonable and clearly defined 
timelines for action and qualitative and 
quantitative indicators for measuring 
improvement. Where relevant, the 
corrective action plan shall be developed in 
consultation with stakeholders;

(b) develop and implement a corrective 
action plan and measures with reasonable 
and clearly defined timelines for action, 
tools and qualitative and quantitative 
indicators for measuring improvement. The 
action shall be proportionate to the 
significance and scale of the adverse 
impact and to the contribution of the 
company’s conduct to the adverse impact. 
This is without prejudice to the possibility 
for Member States to uphold or introduce 
joint and several liability for different 
companies with a shared responsible for 
an adverse impact. The corrective action 
plan shall be developed with the 
meaningful engagement of stakeholders 
including trade unions and workers’ 
representatives, and shall be made 
publicly available, and shall be publicly 
available;

Or. en

Amendment 427
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 3 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) where necessary due to the fact that 
the adverse impact cannot be immediately 
brought to an end, develop and implement 
a corrective action plan with reasonable 
and clearly defined timelines for action and 
qualitative and quantitative indicators for 
measuring improvement. Where relevant, 
the corrective action plan shall be 
developed in consultation with 
stakeholders;

(b) where necessary due to the fact that 
the adverse impact cannot be immediately 
brought to an end, develop and implement 
a corrective action plan with reasonable 
and clearly defined timelines for action and 
qualitative and quantitative indicators for 
measuring improvement. The corrective 
action plan shall be developed in 
consultation with all the affected 
stakeholders, including indigenous 
peoples in line with their right to free, 
prior and informed consent where these 
peoples are affected;

Or. en
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Amendment 428
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 3 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) where necessary due to the fact 
that the adverse impact cannot be 
immediately brought to an end, develop 
and implement a corrective action plan 
with reasonable and clearly defined 
timelines for action and qualitative and 
quantitative indicators for measuring 
improvement. Where relevant, the 
corrective action plan shall be developed in 
consultation with stakeholders;

(b) develop and implement a corrective 
action plan with reasonable and clearly 
defined timelines for the implementation 
of appropriate measures and qualitative 
and quantitative indicators for measuring 
improvement. The corrective action plan 
shall be developed with trade unions and 
workers’ representatives, in consultation 
with stakeholders.

Or. en

Amendment 429
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 3 – point b a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ba) the appropriate measures should 
apply, where applicable, to a company’s 
own operations, subsidiaries as well as 
direct and indirect business relationships. 
Undertakings shall, where appropriate:

Or. en

Amendment 430
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 3 – point b a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ba) where the stakeholders are 
Indigenous Peoples, the corrective action 
plan shall be developed in consultation 
with them and companies must obtain 
their free, prior and informed consent.

Or. en

Amendment 431
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 3 – point b b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(bb) adapt processes, operations and 
projects;

Or. en

Amendment 432
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 3 – point b c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(bc) if necessary, cease processes, 
operations and projects; 

Or. en

Amendment 433
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 3 – point c
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(c) seek contractual assurances from a 
direct partner with whom it has an 
established business relationship that it 
will ensure compliance with the code of 
conduct and, as necessary, a corrective 
action plan, including by seeking 
corresponding contractual assurances from 
its partners, to the extent that they are part 
of the value chain (contractual cascading). 
When such contractual assurances are 
obtained, paragraph 5 shall apply.

(c) seek assurances from a business 
partner with whom it has a direct business 
relationship that it will respect human 
rights, the environment and good 
governance and, as necessary, a 
prevention action plan, including by 
seeking corresponding assurances from its 
partners, to the extent that their activities 
are part of the company’s value chain. 
When contractual assurances are sought, 
paragraph 4 shall apply;

Or. en

Amendment 434
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 3 – point d

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(d) make necessary investments, such 
as into management or production 
processes and infrastructures to comply 
with paragraphs 1, 2 and 3;

(d) make necessary investments, such 
as into management or production 
processes, capacity building, joint 
remediation and mitigation plans with 
value chain partners, pricing mechanisms 
that contribute to living wages and 
incomes for their suppliers and 
infrastructures to comply with paragraphs 
1, 2 and 3;

Or. en

Justification

Investments from companies should include pricing mechanisms that contribute to living 
wages and living income, as it can be a key measure in some sectors to effectively prevent 
adverse impacts.

Amendment 435
Manon Aubry
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Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 3 – point d

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(d) make necessary investments, such 
as into management or production 
processes and infrastructures to comply 
with paragraphs 1, 2 and 3;

(d) make necessary investments, such 
as into management or production 
processes and infrastructures to mitigate 
adverse impacts

Or. en

Amendment 436
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 3 – point d a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(da) adapt business models and 
strategies, including trading, employment, 
procurement and pricing practices, in 
order to prevent potential adverse 
impacts;

Or. en

Amendment 437
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 3 – point e

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(e) provide targeted and proportionate 
support for an SME with which the 
company has an established business 
relationship, where compliance with the 
code of conduct or the corrective action 
plan would jeopardise the viability of the 
SME;

(e) where necessary, provide targeted 
and proportionate support for business 
relationships to comply with the corrective 
action plan and adequately address 
potential or actual adverse impacts;
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Or. en

Amendment 438
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 3 – point f

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(f) in compliance with Union law 
including competition law, collaborate with 
other entities, including, where relevant, to 
increase the company’s ability to bring the 
adverse impact to an end, in particular 
where no other action is suitable or 
effective.

(f) in compliance with Union law 
including competition law, collaborate with 
other entities, including to increase the 
company’s ability to bring the adverse 
impact to an end, in particular where no 
other action is suitable or effective.

Or. en

Amendment 439
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 3 – point f a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(fa) Undertakings that detain shares 
shall exercise their voting rights with a 
view to prevent adverse impacts on human 
rights, the environment and good 
governance;

Or. en

Amendment 440
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 3 – point f a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(fa) adjust their business models and 
strategies, including trading, procurement 
and pricing practices, to bring to an end 
the adverse impacts they contribute to.

Or. en

Justification

Adjusting the relevant business models and strategies is the logical next step when a company 
has identified that they are contributing to actual human rights and environmental adverse 
impacts through their trading, procurement and pricing practices.

Amendment 441
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 5 – subparagraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The contractual assurances or the contract 
shall be accompanied by the appropriate 
measures to verify compliance. For the 
purposes of verifying compliance, the 
company may refer to suitable industry 
initiatives or independent third-party 
verification.

The contractual assurances or the contract 
shall be accompanied by the appropriate 
measures to verify compliance. For the 
purposes of verifying compliance, the 
company may refer to suitable industry 
initiatives or independent third-party 
verification. Compliance verification 
through industry initiatives or 
independent third-party verification shall 
not exonerate the company from its 
obligations and its liability under this 
Directive.

Or. en

Amendment 442
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 5 – subparagraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment
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The company shall be able to prove its 
efforts to minimise the actual adverse 
impacts prior in order to avoid liability for 
the adverse impacts generated prior to the 
conclusion of the contract.

Or. en

Amendment 443
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 5 – subparagraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

When contractual assurances are obtained 
from, or a contract is entered into, with an 
SME, the terms used shall be fair, 
reasonable and non-discriminatory. Where 
measures to verify compliance are carried 
out in relation to SMEs, the company shall 
bear the cost of the independent third-
party verification.

When contractual assurances are sought, or 
a contract is entered into, with an SME, the 
terms used shall be fair, reasonable and 
non-discriminatory. Where measures to 
track effectiveness are carried out in 
relation to SMEs, the company shall bear 
the associated costs.

Or. en

Amendment 444
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

6. As regards actual adverse impacts 
within the meaning of paragraph 1 that 
could not be brought to an end or the 
extent of which could not be minimised by 
the measures provided for in paragraphs 
3, 4 and 5, the company shall refrain from 
entering into new or extending existing 
relations with the partner in connection to 
or in the value chain of which the impact 
has arisen and shall, where the law 

deleted



PE738.494v03-00 168/181 AM\1266797EN.docx

EN

governing their relations so entitles them 
to, take one of the following actions:
(a) temporarily suspend commercial 
relationships with the partner in question, 
while pursuing efforts to bring to an end 
or minimise the extent of the adverse 
impact, or
(b) terminate the business relationship 
with respect to the activities concerned, if 
the adverse impact is considered severe.
Member States shall provide for the 
availability of an option to terminate the 
business relationship in contracts 
governed by their laws.

Or. en

Amendment 445
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

7. By way of derogation from 
paragraph 6, point (b), when companies 
referred to in Article 3, point (a)(iv), 
provide credit, loan or other financial 
services, they shall not be required to 
terminate the credit, loan or other 
financial service contract, when this can 
be reasonably expected to cause 
substantial prejudice to the entity to whom 
that service is being provided.

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 446
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 7
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

7. By way of derogation from 
paragraph 6, point (b), when companies 
referred to in Article 3, point (a)(iv), 
provide credit, loan or other financial 
services, they shall not be required to 
terminate the credit, loan or other 
financial service contract, when this can 
be reasonably expected to cause 
substantial prejudice to the entity to whom 
that service is being provided.

deleted

Or. en

Amendment 447
Frances Fitzgerald

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

7. By way of derogation from 
paragraph 6, point (b), when companies 
referred to in Article 3, point (a)(iv), 
provide credit, loan or other financial 
services, they shall not be required to 
terminate the credit, loan or other financial 
service contract, when this can be 
reasonably expected to cause substantial 
prejudice to the entity to whom that service 
is being provided.

7. By way of derogation from 
paragraph 6, point (b), when companies 
referred to in Article 3, point (a)(iv), 
provide credit, loan, statutory insurance 
cover, or other financial services, they shall 
not be required to terminate the credit, loan 
or other financial service contract, when 
this can be reasonably expected to cause 
substantial prejudice to the entity to whom 
that service is being provided.

Or. en

Amendment 448
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 – paragraph 7 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment
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7a. Companies shall fully remediate or 
contribute to the full remediation of 
actual adverse impacts taking into 
account that the adverse impacts can 
affect different groups of stakeholders. 
The action remedy shall be proportionate 
to the significance and scale of the 
adverse impact.
Remedy may include apologies, 
restitution, rehabilitation, financial or 
non-financial compensation, restoration 
of the environment to its previous state 
and punitive sanctions (whether criminal 
or administrative, such as fines), as well 
as the prevention of harm through, for 
example, injunctions or guarantees of 
non-repetition.

Or. en

Amendment 449
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 8a
Stakeholder engagement

1. Member States shall ensure that 
undertakings conduct due diligence with 
effectively and meaningfully engage 
stakeholders, and human rights and 
environmental defenders, when 
undertaking their obligations pursuant to 
this Directive. Undertakings shall be 
required to ensure:
(a) that stakeholder engagement is 
carried out regularly and throughout the 
entire due diligence process;
(b) effective and appropriate modes of 
engagement, including but not limited to: 
appropriate timelines for stakeholder 
engagement activities; identifying and 
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addressing potential barriers to 
participation; adequate protection of 
stakeholders from the risk of reprisals; 
and proactively seeking the engagement 
of marginalised or vulnerable 
stakeholders; and ensuring a gender-
responsive approach. 
(c) that they regularly provide 
meaningful information to stakeholders 
about actual and potential adverse human 
rights and environmental impacts of 
particular operations, projects and 
investments, in a timely and culturally 
sensitive and accessible manner taking 
into account specifics of the stakeholder 
group including gender. 
(d) in case of significant changes in 
operations, activities or operating context, 
companies shall pro-actively 
communicate and provide complementary 
and intermediary reporting.
2. Member States shall ensure that, 
when stakeholders request to participate 
in the engagement outlined in paragraph 
1, companies assess and respond to these 
requests.
3. Companies must respect the rights 
of Indigenous Peoples, as laid out in the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples1, including free, 
prior and informed consent and 
indigenous peoples’ right to self-
determination.
4. Workers’ representatives shall be 
informed by the company on its due 
diligence strategy and on its 
implementation, to which they shall be 
able to contribute, in accordance with 
Directives 2002/14/EC and 2009/38/EC of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council and Council Directive 
2001/86/EC.
5. Companies should pay special 
attention to overlapping vulnerabilities 
and intersecting factors in stakeholder 
engagement, including by adopting a 
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gender-responsive approach
6. Stakeholders not covered by point 
4 shall also be informed by the company 
on its due diligence strategy and on its 
implementation, to which they shall be 
able to contribute.

Or. en

Amendment 450
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 8 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Article 8a
Responsible Disengagement

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies disengage responsibly, and 
only as a last resort, when responding to 
situations where potential and adverse 
impacts within the meaning of Articles 7.1 
and 8.1 cannot be prevented, brought to 
an end, or otherwise effectively mitigated 
or meaningfully minimized according to 
the views of affected stakeholders, in 
particular workers, or other stakeholders 
with a legitimate interest. To this end, 
companies shall meaningfully engage 
with stakeholders in accordance with 
article 9a, before taking a decision.
2. Companies shall disclose as part of 
their reporting obligation as referred to in 
Article 11, the number of instances where 
they have decided to disengage; the 
reason for this disengagement and the 
location of the concerned business 
relationships without disclosing their 
identity.

Or. en
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Amendment 451
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies provide the possibility for 
persons and organisations listed in 
paragraph 2 to submit complaints to them 
where they have legitimate concerns 
regarding actual or potential adverse 
human rights impacts and adverse 
environmental impacts with respect to their 
own operations, the operations of their 
subsidiaries and their value chains.

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies establish or participate in 
effective grievance mechanisms at 
operational level, both as an early-
warning risk-awareness and as a 
remediation system, that can be used by 
persons and organisations listed in 
paragraph 2 raise grievances and request 
remedy where they have legitimate 
concerns regarding actual or potential 
adverse human rights impacts and adverse 
environmental impacts with respect to their 
own operations, the operations of their 
subsidiaries and their value chains.

Or. en

Amendment 452
Dominique Bilde
on behalf of the Committee on Development

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies provide the possibility for 
persons and organisations listed in 
paragraph 2 to submit complaints to them 
where they have legitimate concerns 
regarding actual or potential adverse 
human rights impacts and adverse 
environmental impacts with respect to their 
own operations, the operations of their 
subsidiaries and their value chains.

1. Member States shall ensure that 
companies provide the possibility for 
persons and organisations listed in 
paragraph 2 to submit complaints to them 
where they have legitimate concerns 
regarding actual or potential adverse 
human rights impacts and adverse 
environmental impacts with respect to their 
own operations, the operations of their 
subsidiaries and both their upstream and 
downstream value chains.
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Or. fr

Amendment 453
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. Member States shall ensure that 
companies put in place complaints 
mechanisms that are locally accessible, 
context appropriate and transparent, 
which take particular care in protecting 
against retaliation, in ensuring that 
Indigenous Peoples can understand and 
be understood in these proceedings and in 
ensuring that these mechanisms have 
been developed in conjunction with the 
communities concerned.

Or. en

Amendment 454
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. Member States shall ensure that 
companies are enabled to provide such a 
mechanism through collaborative 
arrangements with other companies or 
organisations, by participating in multi-
stakeholder grievance mechanisms or 
joining a Global Framework Agreement.

Or. en
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Amendment 455
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 1 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1b. Member States shall ensure that 
grievance mechanisms, as referred to in 
paragraph 1, shall be legitimate, 
accessible, predictable, safe, equitable, 
transparent, rights-compatible and 
adaptable as set out in the effectiveness 
criteria for non-judicial grievance 
mechanisms in Principle 31 of the United 
Nations Guiding Principles on Business 
and Human Rights and the United 
Nations Committee on the Rights of the 
Child General Comment No 16. Such 
mechanisms shall provide for the 
possibility to raise concerns either 
anonymously or confidentially, as 
appropriate in accordance with national 
law. 

Or. en

Amendment 456
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 1 c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1c. Member States shall ensure that 
trade unions, workers’ representatives 
and relevant stakeholders play a central 
role in the design and evaluation of such 
independent grievance mechanisms.

Or. en

Amendment 457
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Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 1 d (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1d. Member States shall ensure that 
undertakings provide information to 
actual and potentially affected rights 
holders and other stakeholders on such 
grievance mechanisms, including on how 
to access them, decisions and remedies 
relating to a company and how the 
company is implementing them.

Or. en

Amendment 458
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 1 e (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1e. All information shall be published 
in a manner that does not endanger the 
stakeholders’ safety, including by not 
disclosing their identity.

Or. en

Amendment 459
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 2 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) persons who are affected or have 
reasonable grounds to believe that they 
might be affected by an adverse impact,

(a) persons who are affected or have 
reasonable grounds to believe that they 
might be affected by an adverse impact. 
The procedure shall guarantee that these 
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persons can file the complaint 
anonymously or confidentially.

Or. en

Amendment 460
María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 2 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) persons who are affected or have 
reasonable grounds to believe that they 
might be affected by an adverse impact,

(a) individuals, groups, communities 
or entities who are affected or have 
reasonable grounds to believe that they 
might be affected by an adverse impact,

Or. en

Amendment 461
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 2 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) trade unions and other workers’ 
representatives representing individuals 
working in the value chain concerned,

(b) trade unions and other workers’ 
representatives.

Or. en

Amendment 462
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 2 – point c

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(c) civil society organisations active in (c) civil society organisations
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the areas related to the value chain 
concerned.

Or. en

Amendment 463
María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 2 – point c

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(c) civil society organisations active in 
the areas related to the value chain 
concerned.

(c) civil society organisations and 
human rights defenders active in the areas 
directly or indirectly related to the value 
chain concerned, including - inter alia- 
environmental defenders and victims and 
witnesses of corruption;

Or. en

Amendment 464
Malte Gallée, Michèle Rivasi
on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 2 – point c a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(ca) business partners that are unable 
to fulfil the requirements of contractual 
assurances as referred to in Article 7.2(b) 
and 8.3(c) due to unfair purchasing 
practices of their buyers.

Or. en

Justification

Unfair purchasing practices may have a detrimental impact on value chain actors to fulfil 
their obligations under this directive - they should therefore be enabled to submit complaints.
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Amendment 465
Antoni Comín i Oliveres

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. Member States shall ensure that the 
companies establish a procedure for 
dealing with complaints referred to in 
paragraph 1, including a procedure when 
the company considers the complaint to be 
unfounded, and inform the relevant 
workers and trade unions of those 
procedures. Member States shall ensure 
that where the complaint is well-founded, 
the adverse impact that is the subject 
matter of the complaint is deemed to be 
identified within the meaning of Article 6.

3. Member States shall ensure that the 
companies establish a legitimate, 
accessible, predictable, safe equitable, 
transparent, rights-compatible and 
adaptable procedure for dealing with 
grievances referred to in paragraph 1, 
including a procedure when the company 
considers the grievance to be unfounded, 
and inform all relevant stakeholders, 
including workers and trade unions, of 
those procedures. Member States shall 
ensure that where the grievance is well-
founded, the adverse impact that is the 
subject matter of the grievance is deemed 
to be identified within the meaning of 
Article 6. The company shall publicly 
report on how grievances are taken into 
account in identifying and responding to 
risks or violations, including inter alia 
statistics about the grievance received, the 
types of adverse impacts referred to, their 
treatment by companies and the 
publication of processed and anonymised 
cases.

Or. en

Amendment 466
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. Member States shall ensure that the 
companies establish a procedure for 
dealing with complaints referred to in 
paragraph 1, including a procedure when 

3. Member States shall ensure that the 
companies establish a procedure for 
dealing with complaints referred to in 
paragraph 1, including a procedure when 
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the company considers the complaint to be 
unfounded, and inform the relevant 
workers and trade unions of those 
procedures. Member States shall ensure 
that where the complaint is well-founded, 
the adverse impact that is the subject 
matter of the complaint is deemed to be 
identified within the meaning of Article 6.

the company considers the complaint to be 
unfounded, and inform workers, trade 
unions and relevant stakeholders of those 
procedures. Member States shall ensure 
that where the complaint is well-founded, 
the adverse impact that is the subject 
matter of the complaint is deemed to be 
identified within the meaning of Article 6.

Or. en

Amendment 467
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 4 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. Member States shall ensure that 
complainants are entitled

4. Member States shall ensure that 
complainants and their representatives are 
entitled

Or. en

Amendment 468
Manon Aubry

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 4 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) to request appropriate follow-up on 
the complaint from the company with 
which they have filed a complaint pursuant 
to paragraph 1, and

(a) to receive timely, effective and 
appropriate follow-up on the complaint in 
writing from the grievance mechanism , 
with which they have filed a complaint 
pursuant to paragraph 1, providing 
substantiated reasoning as to whether a 
claim has been considered unfounded or 
founded and

Or. en
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Amendment 469
María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 4 – point a

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) to request appropriate follow-up on 
the complaint from the company with 
which they have filed a complaint pursuant 
to paragraph 1, and

(a) to request and receive appropriate, 
transparent and effective follow-up on the 
complaint from the company with which 
they have filed a complaint pursuant to 
paragraph 1 providing substantiated and 
accessible reasoning to their claims, and

Or. en

Amendment 470
María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos

Proposal for a directive
Article 9 – paragraph 4 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) to meet with the company’s 
representatives at an appropriate level to 
discuss potential or actual severe adverse 
impacts that are the subject matter of the 
complaint.

(b) to meet with the company’s 
representatives at an appropriate level to 
discuss potential or actual severe adverse 
impacts that are the subject matter of the 
complaint, including guarantees of non-
retaliation, confidentiality and anonymity 
when requested;.

Or. en


