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Introduction

On 2 June 2022, the Conference of Presidents authorised the sending of an ad hoc DEVE 
delegation to Jakarta, Indonesia to review the EU development portfolio in the country, in the 
context of the new programming period (2021-2027) of the Neighbourhood, Development and 
International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) – Global Europe.

The EU has spent more than EUR 500 million in development assistance in Indonesia over the 
last ten years, in particular to promote basic education for all, good governance, and to support 
efforts against, inter alia, climate change and deforestation, improve the quality of basic 
education and advocate for gender equality. Nonetheless, development cooperation between 
the EU and Indonesia has been evolving towards an equal partnership built on Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) 17 focused on ‘Partnerships for the goals’.

The visit to the renowned regional power and current G20 President included several high-level 
meetings within the Ministry of National Development Planning and the Ministry of 
Investment, as well as with the Indonesian House of Representatives. Discussions addressed 
the EU-Indonesia partnership, stressing the importance of the investment dimension, as well as 
Indonesia’s major challenges in linking economic growth with environmental protection.

The parliamentary delegation also met with local civil society organisations and think tanks to 
discuss issues such as funding, gender, youth engagement, dialogue with the government, 
climate change and natural resources management. A field visit was included in the programme, 
to the EU-funded Low Carbon Rice project in Surakarta, Central Java, where the delegation 
met with rice miller farmers and representatives from local government to discuss a more 
inclusive and sustainable rice sector.

Scene setting 

Indonesia is the fourth most populated country and the third largest democracy in the world, 
with an important geostrategic position in the Pacific. It is one of the fastest-growing economies 
in Southeast Asia, accounting for more than 35 % of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations’ (ASEAN) GDP, with a population of 272 million and a GDP expected to grow at the 
highest rate among emerging market economies. However, despite its extraordinary gains in 
poverty reduction, Indonesia remains a lower-middle income country and around half of the 
population still live below the poverty line.

EU development cooperation is fully in line with the Government of Indonesia’s development 
goals and priorities, supporting their policies, as reflected in the Medium-Term Development 
Plans. Although Indonesia as a lower-middle income country no longer qualifies for bilateral 
EU development assistance, it is still eligible for EU thematic and regional cooperation 
programmes.

Summary account of meetings

The mission began with a briefing by the EU Delegation to Indonesia and Brunei Darussalam, 
accompanied by representatives of fourteen Member States present in Indonesia, for an 
overview of the country, addressing the political and economic situation, foreign policy and 
sustainable development.
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High-level meetings

Meetings were held with the Deputy Minister for Development Funding Affairs – Ministry of 
National Development Planning, Scenaider Clasein Hasudungan Siahaan, two Directors of 
Investment Promotion – Ministry of Investment, Cahyo Purnomo and Sri Endang Novitasari, 
and Members of the House of Representatives, from the Committee for Inter-Parliamentary 
Cooperation, Chair Fadli Zon, Achmad Hafidz Tohir and Putu Supadma Rudana, and the 
European Parliament Friendship Group, Chair Andreas Eddy Susetyo, as well as with the 
Representative of the European Investment Bank (EIB) Regional Office in Jakarta, Sunita 
Lukkhoo.

The government, from the Ministry of National Development Planning and the Ministry of 
Investment, highlighted the country’s priority of encouraging sustainable investment in the 
context of global economic recovery, focusing on priority sectors that provide added value. The 
importance of foreign investment was stressed, notably on supporting Indonesia’s path in the 
green transition, in particular for renewable energy, given European expertise in this field. 
Members underlined the challenges of linking economic development with environmental 
protection, mentioning the need to work together with the private sector and highlighting the 
potential within the Global Gateway strategy.

The Members of the House of Representatives expressed appreciation for the EU-Indonesia 
cooperation, focusing on the negotiations of the Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
Agreement (CEPA) and the implementation of the Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) on 
Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT). However, further and stronger 
parliamentary cooperation is needed, in the fields of human rights, democracy, sustainable 
development and effective multilateralism. Members recognised the need for a shared 
responsibility, a partnership with common challenges and shared solutions. 

The Representative of the EIB Regional Office, Sunita Lukkhoo, highlighted the recent 
inauguration of the Office, which was very welcomed in the country as it represents an 
alternative source of financing for Indonesia combined with the availability of European 
expertise. She provided an overview of the roadmap for 2021-2025, underlining the need to 
identify projects aligned with the European green agenda and supporting the achievement of 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). EIB funding will focus on the financing gap on 
Indonesian government projects and on European projects in a Team Europe approach, joining 
funds from the bank and Member States, while support to smaller projects will be addressed 
through national banks. Members echoed the potential of EIB’s presence in Indonesia, stressing 
the opportunities for European companies and development finance institutions.

Meeting with civil society 

A meeting with several local civil society organisations and think tanks took place where 
Members raised a number of questions on funding, gender issues, youth engagement, dialogue 
with the government, climate change and natural resources management. It was highlighted that 
there is some dialogue with the government, in particular for think tanks. The important role of 
civil society is not fully understood in the country, with shrinking civic space and little funding 
available. Civil society organisations lack a support system for capacity building, advocacy and 
humanitarian and resilience action, having requested EU’s support in this regard.
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Field visit

A field visit was included in the programme, to the EU-funded project “Low Carbon Rice: 
Reducing Climate Impact of Rice Production in Indonesia” in Surakarta, Boyolali district, that 
aims to contribute to economic prosperity and poverty reduction by promoting sustainable 
consumption and production. Members met with rice miller farmers and representatives from 
local government to discuss a more inclusive and sustainable rice sector, having underlined the 
importance of food security and resilience. The field visit provided an opportunity for Members 
to gain first-hand experience of a development pilot project financed by the EU. 

Conclusions and follow-up

Indonesia is a key player in Southeast Asia and is keen to shape the EU-Indonesia partnership 
in line with its own objectives, and in particular by highlighting the importance of the 
investment dimension. EU-Indonesia future relations should be fully based on shared values, 
of democracy and good governance, respect for human rights, and the promotion of peace, 
stability and economic progress, and shared interests, as regards regional integration, 
multilateralism, the environment and climate change.

The EU needs to strengthen cooperation under the NDICI-Global Europe instrument, with a 
focus on the investment framework (European Fund for Sustainable Development (EFSD+) 
and the External Action Guarantee), as well as take into account the operational impact of the 
presence of an EIB Regional Office in Jakarta and the Global Gateway strategy. This will be 
followed-up on from a scrutiny perspective and factored into future discussions.  



CR\1266005EN.docx 5/9 PE737.555

EN

Annex I: Final programme

Monday 19 September

Individual arrivals at Jakarta Soekarno-Hatta International Airport 
and transfer to hotel

START OF THE OFFICIAL PROGRAMME

Tuesday 20 September

08.30 – 09.30 Briefing with EU Ambassador to Indonesia and Brunei Darussalam 
and with Head of Missions from EU Member States

10.00 – 16.00 Free programme in Jakarta 

16.30 – 17.30

Meeting with Directors of Investment Promotion – Ministry of 
Investment, Mr Cahyo Purnomo (East Asia, South Asia, Middle 
East, and Africa Region) and Ms Sri Endang Novitasari (America 
& Europe Regions)

19.00 – 21.00 Working dinner with NGOs and think tanks

Wednesday 21 September

08.30 – 09.45 Flight from Jakarta to Surakarta

10.00 – 10.30 Travel to Low Carbon Rice project field - Boyolali district

10.30 – 12.00 Visit a small rice miller as potential beneficiary of the project

12.00 – 13.30 Lunch

14.00 – 15.00 Meeting with Boyolali Head of Regency, Mr Said Hidayat

15.30 – 16.15 Observe the Focus Group Discussion (FGD) as part of the project 
activities in the region

16.30 – 17.30 Visit an organic rice meadow

17.30 – 18.30 Travel from Boyolali to hotel
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19.00 – 21.00
Dinner

Overnight stay in Surakarta

Thursday 22 September

10.15 – 11.25 Flight from Surakarta to Jakarta

13:00 –  13:30 Lunch

14.00 – 15.00

Meeting with the Committee for Inter-Parliamentary Cooperation, 
Chair Dr Fadli Zon, Mr Achmad Hafidz Tohir and Mr Putu 
Supadma Rudana, and the DPR-RI – European Parliament 
Friendship Group, Chair Mr Andreas Eddy Susetyo

16:00 – 17.00
Meeting with Deputy Minister for Development Funding Affairs – 
Ministry of National Development Planning, Mr Scenaider 
Clasein Hasudungan Siahaan

17.30 – 18.00 Meeting with Representative of the EIB Regional Office in 
Jakarta, Ms Sunita Lukkhoo

18.00 – 19.00 De-brief with Head of Cooperation, Mr Thibaut Portevin

19.00 – 21.00 Dinner

END OF THE OFFICIAL PROGRAMME

Friday 23 September

Individual transfer and departures for Brussels / EU
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Annex II: List of participants

Members of the European Parliament (4)

Stéphane BIJOUX, Chair of the ad-hoc delegation   Renew 
Hildegard BENTELE       EPP 
Michèle RIVASI   Greens / EFA
Ryszard CZARNECKI       ECR

EP Secretariat (2)

Political Group Advisors (1)

Interpreters (2)
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Annex III: EP press releases

Indonesia: Development MEPs conclude visit to assess impact of EU support

Indonesia: Development MEPs conclude visit to assess impact 
of EU support
Press Releases

DEVE

23-09-2022 - 10:34

Four MEPs from the Committee on Development travelled to Indonesia from 20-22 September to 

review EU-Indonesia relations and development support.

The purpose of the three-day visit was to review the EU’s development projects and investments in 

Indonesia, in the broader context of the EU’s current multi-annual budget and programming cycle which 

runs to 2027.

MEPs met with representatives of the EU Delegation to Indonesia and Brunei Darussalam, EU member 

state missions in Jakarta and the European Investment Bank Regional Office, as well as figures from local 

civil society organisations and think tanks. They also met with the Indonesian government and the 

members of Indonesia’s House of Representatives, including the Chair of the Committee for Inter-

Parliamentary Cooperation, Dr. Fadli Zon, and the Chair of the European Parliament Friendship Group, 

Andreas Eddy Susetyo.

In addition to these meetings, the delegation visited the EU-funded Low Carbon Rice project in the 

Boyolali district of Central Java, which aims to reduce climate impact of rice production in Indonesia with 

pilot sites in five districts in Central and East Java. MEPs met with rice miller farmers and representatives 

from local government and talked about the development of a more inclusive and sustainable rice sector.

Speaking at the conclusion of the visit, the delegation chair Stéphane Bijoux said: “We share a common 

will to build together solutions to the major challenges of today and tomorrow: that is the meaning of the 

partnership between Europe and Indonesia. Resilience to climate change, commitment to the green 

transition, social changes - the challenges linked to development are considerable and make the European 

Global Gateway an international tool for building bridges between economy and ecology.

“As a renowned regional power and current G20 President, Indonesia occupies a strong geostrategic 

position in South-East Asia, making it a key partner in the Indo-Pacific axis. The dialogue approach of the 

Committee on Development in this region reflects the will of the European Parliament to build and sustain 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220919IPR41011/indonesia-development-meps-conclude-visit-to-assess-impact-of-eu-support
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room?contentType=committee&keywordValue=DEVE
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strong and innovative partnerships and dynamic cooperation based on respect, shared values, and collective 

intelligence.”

Members of the delegation

 Stéphane Bijoux (Renew, France)

 Hildegard Bentele (EPP, Germany)

 Michèle Rivasi (Greens/EFA, France)

 Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR, Poland)

Indonesia: MEPs to assess impact of EU investment

Indonesia: MEPs to assess impact of EU investment
Press Releases

DEVE

19-09-2022 - 11:06

A group of four MEPs from the Committee on Development will visit Indonesia on 20-22 September 

to review EU-Indonesia relations and development support.

Led by MEP Stéphane Bijoux (Renew, FR), the four-member delegation will review the EU’s development 

projects and investments in Indonesia, in the broader context of the EU’s current multi-annual budget and 

programming cycle which runs to 2027.

The three-day MEP visit will include visits several EU-funded projects, including agricultural projects. 

They will hold meetings with representatives of the Indonesian government and the Indonesian House of 

Representatives, as well as figures from local civil society organisations and representatives of the EU 

Delegation and EU member state missions in Jakarta.

Members of the delegation

 Stéphane Bijoux (Renew, France)

 Hildegard Bentele (EPP, Germany)

 Michèle Rivasi (Greens/EFA, France)

 Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR, Poland)

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220919IPR41002/indonesia-meps-to-assess-impact-of-eu-investment
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room?contentType=committee&keywordValue=DEVE

