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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the 
Committee on International Trade, as the committees responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions into their motion for a resolution:

1 Notes that the UK remains one of the biggest bilateral donors in the world and that 
Brexit will leave gaps in the EU’s overall development cooperation, not only in terms of 
budget, human resources and expertise, but also in the field of policy dialogue with 
third countries; points out that the EU needs to address the remaining opportunities for 
cooperation with the UK in a spirit of partnership; is convinced that the EU will benefit 
from continued donor coordination and joint programming with the UK; encourages the 
Commission to explore options for the UK’s participation in EU programmes and the 
possibility to contract UK civil society organisations for project implementation;

2. Stresses the need to take internal measures to address the aforementioned gaps and 
secure sufficient budget for the external financial instruments in the multiannual 
financial framework (MFF), and to use existing aid effectiveness tools to do more and 
better with the remaining resources, while encouraging strategic investments from the 
private sector to realise the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), improving 
common messaging and striving for a strong EU voice, and while recalling the 
commitment to achieve the 0.7 % ODA/GNI target;

3. Is convinced that the EU-Africa Strategy can be enhanced by cooperating with the UK 
and building on the country’s strong presence in Africa and on the UK-Africa 
Investment Summit; points out that the EU and UK markets in trade for developing 
countries are important, in particular for ACP countries; notes the intention of the 
UK Government to continue to offer generous preferences to developing countries; 
considers that the Common Commercial Policy, including the relevant provisions in the 
future trade agreement, should provide for as much trade continuity as possible for 
developing countries vis-à-vis the EU and UK.


