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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Calls on the EU to increase its investments in programmes for climate resilient 
agriculture, sustainable intensification and diversification, agroecology and 
agroforestry, with the aim of stopping the expansion of land use at the expense of 
forests while feeding and providing economic opportunities for a growing population;

2. Underlines that EU cooperation measures need to tackle corruption, weak governance 
and institutions, lack of trained personnel, impunity and insecure land tenure as major 
causes of illegal logging, fraud, tax evasion and violations of human rights;

3. Recalls that indigenous people, local communities, smallholder farmers and women 
possess and heavily rely on indispensable knowledge regarding forests; calls on the EU 
to ensure their participation in the design and implementation of EU development 
programmes which have an impact on them; calls on the EU, furthermore, to increase 
the transparency of Voluntary Partnership Agreements;

4. Calls for the forestry sector to feature strongly in the upcoming Neighbourhood, 
Development and International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) and for the full 
potential of the External Investment Plan and regional blending facilities to be exploited 
in leveraging private funding;

5. Urges the EU to discuss deforestation issues in bilateral dialogues with partner countries 
in order to encourage them to include forests in their Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris Agreement, to work on internationally binding 
forest protection schemes and to coordinate with international initiatives;

6. Welcomes the commitment by the Commission to increase supply chain sustainability 
and transparency; calls for the adoption of regulatory measures while ensuring a level 
playing field to avoid income loss in developing countries and unfair competition;

7. Calls on the EU to make sure that policies in all areas are coherent with its 
commitments to protect and restore forests; recalls that the sustainability chapters of 
trade agreements need to contain forest-specific and responsible business conduct 
provisions, as well as mechanisms to oversee the effective implementation of these 
provisions.


