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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Legal Affairs, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls that the global rise in environmental criminality is a growing threat to the 
achievement of the UN’s 2030 Agenda; calls for the recognition of the right to a healthy 
and sustainable environment at the UN level;

2. Urges the EU to make the fight against environmental crime an overriding strategic 
political priority in international judicial cooperation and for the EU institutions and 
COPs, notably by promoting compliance with MEAs through the adoption of criminal 
sanctions, through exchanges of best practices and by promoting the enlargement of the 
scope of the International Criminal Court to cover criminal acts that amount to ecocide;

3. Recalls that the Environmental Liability Directive (ELD) is crucial to the 
implementation of the ‘polluter pays’ principle; deplores the fact that liability rules have 
largely not been applied and are unable to fulfil their compensatory and preventive 
functions;

4. Highlights the barriers to holding companies liable for environmental harm, such as the 
regime of limited liability, insolvency, barriers to access to justice, latency and causal 
uncertainty;

5. Notes that companies may abuse their limited liability to invest in hazardous industries 
through separate legal entities in order to externalise environmental costs; recalls the 
governance gap in global value chains; calls for the scope of strict liability to be 
extended to parent companies to avoid the risk of moral hazard;

6. Calls for the development of mandatory solvency guarantees to cover the ELD liabilities 
of companies in the event of insolvency and to search for an optimal mix between future 
EU legislation on mandatory environmental due diligence, and administrative, civil and 
criminal enforcement regimes aiming to address environmental harm;

7. Stresses the need to improve access to justice for victims of environmental harm, i.e. 
through collective actions and redress mechanisms, primarily under a binding and 
enforceable UN treaty on business and human rights; calls on the Union and its Member 
States to push for the creation of an international independent authority in the field of 
environmental liability.


