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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Strongly supports the conclusion of the negotiations on the Voluntary Partnership 
Agreement (VPA) between the EU and Honduras, which not only promotes sustainable 
trade in legal timber products, but also aims to address illegal logging and improve 
forest governance, law enforcement and transparency; 

2. Welcomes the commitment shown by Honduras and the progress made so far, and is 
aware that the full implementation of the VPA will be a long-term process entailing the 
adoption of a whole batch of legislation to establish the Timber Legality Assurance 
System (TLAS) and to make it operational; stresses that the implementation of the VPA 
will require sustained political will, as well as the dedication of significant human and 
financial resources to running the TLAS; 

3. Calls on the Commission to allocate funding to accompany the implementation of the 
VPA as part of the next programming period of the EU bilateral programmes (2021-
2027); 

4. Underlines the importance of ensuring full stakeholder involvement, in particular of 
keeping up the participation and dialogue with indigenous people, which got off to a 
promising start, during the implementation and monitoring phase of the VPA;

5. Welcomes the fact that the VPA’s definition of legality explicitly refers to the rights of 
Indigenous and Afro-descendant Peoples of Honduras living in forest areas and to the 
principles of free, prior and informed consent (FPIC); 

6. Recalls that land tenure has been a major source of violence and human rights abuses in 
Honduras; believes, in this context, that the VPA process could contribute to clarifying 
land tenure rights;

7. Emphasises that the success of the Agreement will also depend, inter alia, on tackling 
fraud and corruption; 

8. Calls for the EU to ensure the coherence of the VPA agreement with all of its policies.


