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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Legal Affairs, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the communication on an intellectual property action plan to support the 
EU’s recovery and resilience, but regrets that the focus on international cooperation and 
assistance to developing countries is poorly addressed;

2. Calls on the Commission to continue strengthening intellectual property rights (IPR) 
protection and enforcement in non-EU countries through EU-funded technical 
cooperation programmes; welcomes in particular the intention to promote better 
generation and management of intellectual property (IP) on the African continent as part 
of a joint partnership building on the current four-year cooperation programme for 
Africa;

3. Strongly encourages the Commission to assist producers and their associations as well 
as local authorities in developing countries in unlocking the potential of IP and reaping 
the economic value of local innovations, geographical indications and traditional 
knowledge; reiterates its call, in this regard, to respect the progress achieved in the 
international protection of indigenous peoples’ rights over their genetic resources and 
associated traditional knowledge;

4. Recognises that IP systems contribute to the development of new medicines, but 
stresses that they must comply with international human rights law and public health 
requirements; notes that strong IPRs may limit access to medicines in developing 
countries while not necessarily encouraging pharmaceutical innovation that responds to 
the needs of developing countries;

5. Welcomes, as a positive step, the recently announced US support for a proposal to 
temporarily waive certain provisions of the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of 
Intellectual Property Rights for the prevention, containment and treatment of COVID-
19; urges the Commission, therefore, to follow through on its promise to engage in 
active and constructive text-based negotiations at World Trade Organization level.


