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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Acknowledges that churches, faith-based organisations (FBOs) and religious 
associations have a major role in the social fabric of developing countries, are important 
partners in delivering humanitarian assistance to hard-to-reach communities and greatly 
contribute to sustainable development and to achieving the SDGs, in particular SDGs 3 
and 4; further notes that churches and FBOs deliver in social sectors where 
shortcomings in state services are experienced;

2. Recognises that FBOs cover approximately 40 % of healthcare and a significant part of 
education in sub-Saharan Africa alone1, while their role remains mostly unrecognised;

3. Notes that churches and FBOs are frequently the only providers of healthcare and other 
social services in remote areas of sub-Saharan Africa and in conflict-prone settings such 
as northern Mozambique and other crisis zones;

4. Welcomes the activities of churches and religious leaders in the field of conflict 
management and mediation, and in fostering reconciliation, dialogue and peace; 
highlights that inter-religious dialogue is crucial, notably in conflict areas, to foster 
peace and reconciliation;

5. Calls on the Commission and the Council to make the fight against the persecution of 
religious minorities a priority in the programming of activities related to EU 
development assistance, in line with the areas of cooperation for geographic and 
thematic programmes of NDICI-Global Europe;

6. Calls on the EU to develop the necessary reaction and sanction mechanisms to combat 
effectively violations of freedom of religion or belief, including discrimination or legal 
restrictions based on religion or belief in its partner countries, as well as any kind of 
impediment to freedom of religion or belief, freedom of association and freedom of 
expression.

1 https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/43884/9789241596626_eng.pdf

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/43884/9789241596626_eng.pdf%20

