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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Welcomes the positive shift in EU‑Africa relations towards a partnership on an equal 
footing, allowing both sides to pursue their own interests but also to identify common 
areas of cooperation; stresses that free, fair and sustainable trade facilitates inclusive 
economic growth and sustainable development and contributes to poverty reduction; 
highlights, in this regard, the importance of the new partnership agreement between the 
EU and the members of the Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific States, the 
upcoming summit between the African Union and the EU, and innovative initiatives 
such as the EU multi‑stakeholder dialogue for sustainable cocoa;

2. Calls on the EU to actively support the new African Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA), which presents a major opportunity for African countries to boost inclusive 
growth, enable sustainable development, reduce poverty and improve living standards; 
notes that the AfCFTA paves the way for a fundamental transformation of the 
continent’s development prospects;

3. Emphasises that economic partnership agreements need to support the various regional 
trade communities in Africa and the further development of the AfCFTA, contribute to 
the building of resilient and sustainable regional value chains, and help to boost and 
diversify intra‑African trade; calls for chapters ensuring consistency with development 
needs and policies and the UN sustainable development goals to always be included and 
implemented;

4. Welcomes the reform of the Generalised Scheme of Preferences as one of the EU’s key 
trade instruments for supporting developing countries in their efforts to promote 
sustainable development, reduce poverty and ensure respect for human rights; 
welcomes, in particular, the aim to facilitate increased economic growth and job 
creation in developing countries on the African continent; calls on the EU to make sure 
that European trade policy does not contradict efforts by African partners to establish 
viable economic structures.


