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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Notes with concern the asymmetry of international investment agreements (IIA), which 
give rights to foreign investors without putting the host state under any obligations in 
terms of human rights, labour and environmental law; regrets that IIAs usually include 
the investor-state dispute settlement mechanism (ISDS), which provides protection for 
investors but not for states or citizens;

2. Deplores the asymmetry of this private justice system, which gives foreign investors the 
right to bring claims against governments; highlights the risks posed by the high costs 
of ISDS claims for the public finance of developing countries; stresses that the costs of 
investment lawsuits have the potential to bring the public budgets of most African 
countries to breaking point;

3. Calls for the EU to align its investment policy with the European Green Deal and the 
European Climate Law1;

4. Urges the EU to review its investment treaties in order to ensure a fair balance between 
rights and obligations for investors with full respect for human rights and the 
environment; stresses the need to oblige the investor to support sustainable investment 
in the host state and to oblige the home state of the investor to allow victims to seek 
justice;

5. Believes that governments should not sign new investment protection treaties that 
include the ISDS mechanism and should remove it from the existing ones;

6. Stresses that the Investment Court System designed by the EU does not protect 
governments’ right to regulate;

7. Urges the EU to refrain from including a digital clause in investment trade agreements 
that would restrict the digital industrialisation strategy of developing countries;

8. Recalls that governments have the right to regulate in a precautionary way that 
prioritises public health, labour rights and the environment.

1 OJ L 243, 9.7.2021, p. 1.
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