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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The Fisheries Partnership Agreement (FPA) between the Islamic Republic of Mauritania and 
the European Community was signed on 8 August 2008 for a period of six years tacitly 
renewable. Its latest 4-year Implementing Protocol expired in November 2019 and was 
extended twice, each time for a period of one year. With a view to repeal and replace the 2008 
FPA, the European Commission conducted negotiations with the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Mauritania. 

Following these negotiations, the new Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement (SFPA) 
between the EU and the Islamic Republic of Mauritania was initialled in July 2021 and 
provisionally entered into force in November 2021. The SFPA provides an updated framework 
for cooperation, taking into account the priorities of the reformed common fisheries policy and 
its external dimension. It intends to promote responsible fishing based on the principles of 
sustainable exploitation of fishery resources and marine ecosystems. It has a duration of 6 years 
tacitly renewable.  

The new Implementing Protocol has a duration of five years, with a clause providing for a 
review during its second year of application. It provides European vessels with access to 
Mauritanian waters for the fishing of crustaceans, demersal fish, tuna and small pelagics, for a 
total of approximately 290.000 tonnes per year. The EU’s financial contribution to Mauritania 
for access to Mauritania’s fishery resources is €57.5 million per year. In addition, the EU will 
allocate €16,5 million  over the  duration of the protocol as sectoral support.  The Protocol 
foresees a possible review of these amounts before the end of the second year of application in 
order to align fishing opportunities with the actual fishing activity of European fleets in 
Mauritanian waters. 

Fishery is an important sector of Mauritania’s economy. It contributes actively to national 
development and accounts for a large share of the  country's exports.  The fishery sector also 
plays an important role in terms of youth employment and food security.  For the people of 
Mauritania and West Africa, fish offers a cheap source of protein, vitamins and essential 
micronutrients. However, overexploitation of Mauritania’s fishery resources is causing serious 
socio-economic and environmental impact, pushing local communities into food insecurity and 
loss of livelihood. 

The National Park of Banc d’Arguin (PNBA), Mauritania, is the largest marine protected area 
in West Africa. The national park is rich in biodiversity and covers one third of Mauritania’s 
coastline. Over the last two decades, commercial fishery has increased pressure on PNBA’s 
marine resources and compromised the sustainability of fishing in the region. 

The new protocol aims to minimise the impact of fishing on marine ecosystems and intends to 
respect and support artisanal fisheries and coastal communities. The protocol offers control and 
surveillance measures to monitor the state of fishery resources to ensure that fishing activities 
remain at sustainable levels.  In this context, the sectoral support offered shall, amongst other, 
contribute to advancing Mauritania’s commitment to the sustainable management of resources 
and the protection of marine and coastal areas and transparency of fishing activities.

In response to previous concerns over lack of transparency and governance, the current 
partnership agreement foresees a Joint Scientific Committee (JSC), made up of representatives 
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of Mauritia and the EU. The JSC will compile and analyse data on fishing stocks, examine 
scientific questions relating to the implementation of the protocol and monitor the activities of 
the national fleets and foreign fleets. Both the JSC and the control and surveillance mechanisms 
offered exemplify the EU’s objective of ensuring the sustainable exploitation of fishery 
resources by the EU vessels.

Your rapporteur takes the view that the Protocol has the potential to promote the responsible 
and sustainable exploitation of fisheries resources and the development of the national fisheries 
policy in the Islamic Republic of Mauritania and is in the interests of both Parties. For this 
reason, your rapporteur is proposing that the protocol be approved.

******

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee 
responsible, to recommend approval of the draft Council decision on the conclusion of the 
Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Union and the Islamic 
Republic of Mauritania and of the Implementing Protocol thereto.


