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AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to take into account the following 
amendments:

Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 15

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(15) Halting deforestation and forest 
degradation is an essential part of the 
SDGs. This Regulation should contribute 
in particular to meeting the goals regarding 
life on land (SDG 15), climate action (SDG 
13), responsible consumption and 
production (SDG 12), zero hunger (SDG 2) 
and good health and well-being (SDG 3). 
The relevant target 15.2 to halt 
deforestation by 2020 has not been met, 
underlining the urgency of ambitious and 
effective action.

(15) Halting deforestation and forest 
degradation is an essential part of the 
SDGs. This Regulation should contribute 
in particular to meeting the goals regarding 
life on land (SDG 15), climate action (SDG 
13), responsible consumption and 
production (SDG 12), decent work and 
economic growth (SDG 8), zero hunger 
(SDG 2) and good health and well-being 
(SDG 3). The relevant target 15.2 to halt 
deforestation by 2020 has not been met, 
underlining the urgency of ambitious and 
effective action.

Or. en

Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 20 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(20a) This Regulation should comply 
with the principle of policy coherence for 
development and therefore serve to 
promote and facilitate cooperation with 
developing countries, particularly with the 
least developed countries (LDCs), through 
provision of technical and financial 
assistance, as well as the exchange of 
information and good practices as regards 
the preservation, conservation, and 
sustainable use of forests, giving special 
recognition to sustainability initiatives 
carried out by the private sector.
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Or. en

Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 20 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(20b) Depending on the developing 
country concerned and its general 
environmental, social and economic 
situation, an integral approach to 
sustainability should be considered, 
taking into account the environmental 
dimension, as well as the social and 
economic dimensions, in particular when 
referring to LDCs. Union measures 
should not lead to income depletion for 
vulnerable populations, loss of jobs or a 
regression in the achievements of 
developing countries and should avoid  
incentivising illegal activities, many of 
which are linked to transnational 
organised crime, the effects of which are 
even more disastrous for the environment 
and society. The negative impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on the progress 
made towards achieving the SDGs, 
particularly the pandemic’s 
disproportionate impact on the poor and 
vulnerable, and on employment and 
inequality, should also be adequately 
taken into account.

Or. en

Amendment 4

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 21

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(21) The Commission should continue 
to work in partnership with producer 
countries, and more generally in 
cooperation with international 

(21) The Commission should continue 
to work in partnership with producer 
countries, and more generally in 
cooperation with international 



PA\1254058EN.docx 5/10 PE731.537v01-00

EN

organisations and bodies, and should be 
reinforcing its support and incentives with 
regard to protecting forests and transition 
to deforestation-free production, 
acknowledging the role of indigenous 
people, improving governance and land 
tenure, increasing law enforcement and 
promoting sustainable forest management, 
climate-resilient agriculture, sustainable 
intensification and diversification, agro-
ecology and agroforestry. In doing so it 
should acknowledge the role of indigenous 
people in protecting forests. Building upon 
the experience and lessons learned in the 
context of the already existing initiatives, 
the Union and the Member States should 
work in partnership with producer 
countries, upon their request, to exploit the 
multi-functionalities of forest, support 
them in the transition to sustainable forest 
management, and address global 
challenges while meeting local needs and 
paying attention to the challenges faced by 
smallholders in line with the 
Communication to Stepping up Action to 
Protect and Restore the World’s Forests. 
The partnership approach should help 
producer countries in protecting, restoring 
and sustainably using forest, hence 
contributing to the objective of this 
Regulation to reduce deforestation and 
forest degradation.

organisations and bodies, and should be 
reinforcing its support and incentives with 
regard to protecting forests and transition 
to deforestation-free production, 
acknowledging the role of indigenous 
people and local communities, improving 
governance and land tenure, increasing law 
enforcement and promoting sustainable 
forest management, climate-resilient 
agriculture, sustainable intensification and 
diversification, agro-ecology and 
agroforestry. In doing so it should 
acknowledge the role of indigenous people 
and local communities in protecting 
forests and should promote and facilitate 
scientific and academic cooperation, as 
well as research programs to promote 
knowledge and innovation regarding 
forests and preservation, including 
ancestral knowledge of local 
communities. Building upon the 
experience and lessons learned in the 
context of the already existing initiatives, 
the Union and the Member States should 
work in partnership with producer 
countries, upon their request, to exploit the 
multi-functionalities of forest, support 
them in the transition to sustainable forest 
management, and address global 
challenges while meeting local needs and 
paying attention to the challenges faced by 
smallholders in line with the 
Communication to Stepping up Action to 
Protect and Restore the World’s Forests. 
The partnership approach should help 
producer countries in protecting, restoring 
and sustainably using forest, hence 
contributing to the objective of this 
Regulation to reduce deforestation and 
forest degradation.

Or. en

Amendment 5

Proposal for a regulation
Article 27 – paragraph 2 – point a a (new)
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(aa) the specific situation of each  
country concerned relating to the 
production of the  commodities or 
products concerned;

Or. en

Amendment 6

Proposal for a regulation
Article 27 – paragraph 2 – point b

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) rate of expansion of agriculture 
land for relevant commodities,

(b) rate of expansion of agriculture 
land for relevant commodities based on 
solid evidence that the rate of expansion 
of agricultural land is directly linked to 
deforestation and forest degradation;

Or. en

Amendment 7

Proposal for a regulation
Article 27 – paragraph 2 – point d

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(d) whether the nationally determined 
contribution (NDC) to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change covers emissions and removals 
from agriculture, forestry and land use 
which ensures that emissions from 
deforestation and forest degradation are 
accounted towards the country's 
commitment to reduce or limit greenhouse 
gas emissions as specified in the NDC;

(d) whether the nationally determined 
contribution (NDC) to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change covers emissions and removals 
from agriculture, forestry and land use 
which ensures that emissions from 
deforestation and forest degradation are 
accounted towards the country's 
commitment to reduce or limit greenhouse 
gas emissions as specified in the NDC, 
whilst also acknowledging the efforts 
made by that country in the 
implementation of its NDC ;

Or. en
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Amendment 8

Proposal for a regulation
Article 27 – paragraph 2 – point f

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(f) whether the country concerned has 
national or subnational laws in place, 
including in accordance with Article 5 of 
the Paris Agreement, and takes effective 
enforcement measures to avoid and 
sanction activities leading to deforestation 
and forest degradation, and in particular 
whether sanctions of sufficient severity to 
deprive of the benefits accruing from 
deforestation or forest degradation are 
applied.

(f) whether the country concerned has 
national or subnational laws in place, 
including in accordance with Article 5 of 
the Paris Agreement and the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, and takes effective 
enforcement measures to avoid and 
sanction activities leading to deforestation 
and forest degradation, and in particular 
whether sanctions of sufficient severity to 
deprive of the benefits accruing from 
deforestation or forest degradation are 
applied.

Or. en

Amendment 9

Proposal for a regulation
Article 28 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The Commission shall engage with 
producer countries concerned by this 
Regulation to develop partnerships and 
cooperation to jointly address deforestation 
and forest degradation. Such partnerships 
and cooperation mechanisms will focus on 
the conservation, restoration and 
sustainable use of forests, deforestation, 
forest degradation and the transition to 
sustainable commodity production, 
consumption processing and trade 
methods. Partnerships and cooperation 
mechanisms may include structured 
dialogues, support programmes and 
actions, administrative arrangements and 
provisions in existing agreements or 
agreements that enable producer countries 
to make the transition to an agricultural 
production that facilitates the compliance 

1. The Commission shall engage with 
producer countries concerned by this 
Regulation to develop partnerships and 
cooperation to jointly address the root 
causes of deforestation and forest 
degradation. Such partnerships and 
cooperation mechanisms shall serve to 
allow for the exchange of information 
and good practices, be supported by 
technical and financial resources and 
focus on the conservation, restoration and 
sustainable use of forests, deforestation, 
forest degradation and the transition to 
sustainable commodity production, 
consumption processing and trade 
methods. Such partnerships and 
cooperation mechanisms shall also 
involve facilitating scientific and 
academic cooperation. Partnerships and 



PE731.537v01-00 8/10 PA\1254058EN.docx

EN

of relevant commodities and products with 
the requirements of this regulation. Such 
agreements and their effective 
implementation will be taken into account 
as part of the benchmarking under Article 
27 of this Regulation.

cooperation mechanisms may include 
structured dialogues, support programmes 
and actions, including assistance in the 
development and implementation of 
national frameworks for forestry and 
sustainable forestry, administrative 
arrangements and provisions in existing 
agreements or agreements that enable 
producer countries to make the transition to 
an agricultural production that facilitates 
the compliance of relevant commodities 
and products with the requirements of this 
regulation. Such agreements and their 
effective implementation will be taken into 
account as part of the benchmarking under 
Article 27 of this Regulation. Partnerships 
and cooperation mechanisms shall 
properly take into consideration 
environmental, social and economic 
dimensions. Income depletion for 
vulnerable populations, loss of jobs, 
regression in the achievements of 
developing countries and incentives for 
illegal activities shall be avoided.

Or. en

Amendment 10

Proposal for a regulation
Article 28 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. Partnerships and cooperation 
should allow the full participation of all 
stakeholders, including civil society, 
indigenous people, local communities and 
the private sector including, SMEs and 
smallholders.

2. Partnerships and cooperation 
should support and allow for the 
monitoring of the full participation of all 
stakeholders, including civil society, 
indigenous people, local communities, 
women and the private sector including 
SMEs and smallholders.

Or. en

Amendment 11

Proposal for a regulation
Article 28 – paragraph 3



PA\1254058EN.docx 9/10 PE731.537v01-00

EN

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. Partnerships and cooperation shall 
promote the development of integrated 
land use planning processes, relevant 
legislations, fiscal incentives and other 
pertinent tools to improve forest and 
biodiversity conservation, sustainable 
management and restoration of forests, 
tackle the conversion of forests and 
vulnerable ecosystems to other land uses, 
optimise gains for the landscape, tenure 
security, agriculture productivity and 
competitiveness, transparent supply chains, 
strengthen the rights of forest dependent 
communities including smallholders, 
indigenous peoples and local communities, 
and ensure public access to forest 
management documents and other relevant 
information.

3. Partnerships and cooperation shall 
promote the development of integrated 
land use planning processes, relevant 
legislation and legal reforms, taking into 
consideration the existing national legal 
framework, where relevant, fiscal 
incentives and other pertinent tools to 
improve forest and biodiversity 
conservation, sustainable management and 
restoration of forests, tackle the conversion 
of forests and vulnerable ecosystems to 
other land uses, optimise gains for the 
landscape, tenure security, agriculture 
productivity and competitiveness, 
transparent supply chains, strengthen the 
rights of forest dependent communities 
including smallholders, indigenous peoples 
and local communities, and ensure public 
access to forest management documents 
and other relevant information.

Or. en

Amendment 12

Proposal for a regulation
Article 28 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. The Commission shall engage in 
international bilateral and multilateral 
discussion on policies and actions to halt 
deforestation and forest degradation, 
including in multilateral fora such as 
Convention on Biological Diversity, Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations, United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification, United Nations 
Environment Assembly, United Nations 
Forum on Forests, United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, World Trade Organisation, G7 
and G20. Such engagement shall include 
the promotion of the transition to 
sustainable agricultural production and 

4. The Commission shall engage in 
international bilateral and multilateral 
discussion on policies and actions to halt 
deforestation and forest degradation and to 
avoid the inverse effect of diverting 
unwanted deforestation-marked supply 
chains to other regions in the world, 
including in multilateral fora such as 
Convention on Biological Diversity, Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations, United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification, United Nations 
Environment Assembly, United Nations 
Forum on Forests, United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, World Trade Organisation, G7 
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sustainable forest management as well as 
the development of transparent and 
sustainable supply chains as well as 
continue efforts towards identifying and 
agreeing robust standards and definitions 
that ensure a high level of protection of 
forest ecosystems.

and G20. Such engagement shall include 
the promotion of the transition to 
sustainable agricultural production and 
sustainable forest management as well as 
the development of transparent and 
sustainable supply chains as well as 
continue efforts towards identifying and 
agreeing robust standards and definitions 
that ensure a high level of protection of 
forest ecosystems.

Or. en

Amendment 13

Proposal for a regulation
Article 28 – paragraph 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4a. The Commission shall set up a 
European database collecting data on 
ongoing and past projects involving the 
Union and third countries, as well as 
bilateral projects between Member States 
and third countries, in order to assess the 
impact of such projects on the world's 
forests.

Or. en


