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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Strongly supports the conclusion of the negotiations on the Voluntary Partnership 
Agreement (VPA) on forest law enforcement, government and trade (FLEGT) between 
the EU and Guyana, which will improve sustainable forest management and 
governance, reduce illegal logging and contribute to combating climate change;

2. Stresses that poor governance and corruption in the forestry sector accelerate illegal 
logging and forest degradation; acknowledges Guyana’s commitment to and political 
will for sound forest management; stresses the need to step up efforts to combat 
corruption and to reinforce data collection to improve the implementation of the 
traceability system;

3. Recalls that sustainable and inclusive forest management and governance is essential to 
achieve the objectives set in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 
Paris Agreement; underlines the risks posed by Guyana’s expanding oil, gas and mining 
industries; notes with concern the lack of coherence between regulation in the forest 
sector and that in the mining sector;

4. Underlines the need to ensure full stakeholder involvement, notably of women and local 
and indigenous communities, throughout the implementation and monitoring phases of 
the FLEGT-VPA; 

5. Stresses that the success of the entire FLEGT initiative depends on, among other things, 
guaranteeing full recognition of the customary rights of local communities and 
indigenous people, notably Amerindian communities, protecting environmental human 
right defenders and whistle-blowers, and improving the capacity of small and medium-
sized enterprises to conduct their activities legally;

6. Calls on the Commission to strengthen the funding allocation to the forest partnership 
with Guyana to accompany the implementation of the VPA as part of the review 
process for the multi-annual indicative programme for Guyana (2025-2027).


