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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the EU Strategy for Sustainable and Circular Textiles as a step forward in 
tackling the challenges linked to textile and clothes production; welcomes further EU 
efforts on its commitments towards the UN 2030 Sustainable Development Goals; 
strongly encourages the international promotion of this approach and strengthening 
cooperation with partners;

2. Recalls the principle of policy coherence for development and especially Article 208 of 
the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, which states that ‘the Union shall 
take account of the objectives of development cooperation in the policies that it 
implements which are likely to affect developing countries’;

3. Highlights that the production of textiles and clothing (T&C) often takes place outside 
the EU and most T&C traded in the EU are imported from third countries;

4. Points out that T&C from Europe are often exported to third countries for disposal; 
stresses that this practice shifts environmental problems arising from the disposal of 
T&C to third countries; recommends that T&C to be exported for disposal must be 
prepared for proper recycling;

5. Stresses that working conditions in the textile industry in third countries are often 
substandard and have a direct impact on workers’ living standards due to low wages, 
poor working conditions and inadequate safety standards; highlights that women are in 
particular in an even more vulnerable position; is equally concerned about persisting 
child labour in the industry;

6. Strongly encourages the Commission, therefore, to supplement the Strategy with 
corresponding regional and country programming for developing countries in the 
framework of the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation 
Instrument (NDICI)-Global Europe and Team Europe initiatives, which should promote 
projects that help to build T&C production and distribution infrastructure which protects 
the environment as well as social and labour rights.


