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MINUTES
Meeting of 22 January 2020, 9.00-12.30 and 14.30-18.30,
and 23 January 2020, 9.00-12.30
BRUSSELS
The meeting opened at 9.00 on Wednesday, 22 January 2020, with Maria Arena (Chair) presiding.
1.	Adoption of agenda	DROI_OJ(2020)0122_1
The agenda was adopted as shown in these minutes.

2.	Chair’s announcements

3.	Approval of minutes of meetings of
11 - 12 November 2019	PE PV – PE644.727v01-00
The minutes were approved.
4.	Exchange of views with Eamon Gilmore, EU Special Representative for Human Rights
Speakers: Eamon Gilmore, Isabel Santos, Irina Von Wiese, Hannah Neumann, Phil Bennion, Isabel Wiseler‑Lima, Heidi Hautala, Bettina Vollath, Diana Riba i Giner, Maria Arena.

In association with the Delegation for relations with the countries of Southeast Asia and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
5.	Exchange of views on the human rights situation in Myanmar 

-  with Nicholas Koumjian, Head of the United Nations Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar (via webmeeting)
-  with Yasmin Ullah, Free Rohingya Coalition (FRC) 
Speakers: Pierfrancesco Majorino (replacing Andrea Cozzolino), Marianne Vind (Vice-Chair, ASEAN), Nicholas Koumjian (via webmeeting), Yasmin Ullah, Isabel Wiseler‑Lima, Isabel Santos, Phil Bennion, Heidi Hautala, Marianne Vind.
In association with the Delegation for relations with Maghreb countries
6.	Exchange of views on the future of the EU-Tunisia partnership: a Tunisian vision with:

-  Kamel Jendoubi, Honorary Chairman of EuroMed Rights, first President of the Independent Higher Authority for the elections and former Minister for relations  with Constitutional Institutions and Civil Society
-  Ouided Bouchamaoui, co-laureate of the Nobel Peace Prize 2015 and former President of the Tunisian Confederacy of Industry, Trade and Handicrafts (UTICA) 
Speakers: Ouided Bouchamaoui, Kamel Jendoubi, Isabel Wiseler‑Lima, Raphaël Glucksmann, Salima Yenbou, Georgia Pagagianni (EEAS, Deputy Head of Division “Maghreb”).
[bookmark: _GoBack]7.	Exchange of views on recent human rights developments in Chile with Claudio Nash, International Human Rights Law Department, University of Santiago, Chile (via webmeeting)
Speakers: Claudio Nash (via webmeeting), Patricia Parga-Vega, Human Rights Committee of Despierta, Isabel Santos, Phil Bennion, Juan Ignacio Zoido Álvarez, Miguel Urbán Crespo.

* * *
The meeting adjourned at 12.40 and resumed at 14.39 with Maria Arena (Chair) and Cornelia Ernst (Chair of D-IR) (co-chairing).
* * *


22 January 2020, 14.30 – 16.00
In camera
In association with the Delegation for relations with Iran
8.	Exchange of views on the situation in Iran
Speakers: Speaker via Skype, Speaker via Skype, Isabel Wiseler‑Lima, Isabel Santos, Irina Von Wiese, María Soraya Rodríguez Ramos, Speaker via Skype , Jytte Guteland. Martin Horwood, Albert Grech, (EEAS, Policy Officer, “Task-Force Iran”).
22 January 2020, 16.00 – 18.30
9.	Question time
Question to the EEAS
Question tabled by Dietmar Köster
Speakers: Dietmar Köster, Richard Masa (EEAS, Head of Cooperation, Delegation of the EU to Bosnia and Herzegovina), Isabel Santos.
Question tabled by Leopold Leopoldo López Gil read by Isabel Wiseler‑Lima
Speaker: Katja Afheldt (EEAS, Head of Division, "Mexico, Central America and Caribbean")
Question tabled by Janina Ochojska, read by Isabel Wiseler‑Lima
Speaker: Mr Dominic Porter (EEAS, Head of Division, "Economic and Global issues")
* * *
Massimiliano Smeriglio, Chair of the Delegation to the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee, took over the co-chair at 16.33.
* * *
In association with the Delegation to the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee
10.	Exchange of views with Veronica Escobar, U.S. Congresswoman in view of the upcoming visit of DROI to El Paso and Washington D.C. (via webmeeting) 
Speakers: Veronica Escobar (via webmeeting), Isabel Wiseler‑Lima, Dietmar Köster, Irina Von Wiese, Isabel Santos.
* * *
Stéphane Séjourné, Chair of the Delegation for relation with MERCOSUR, took over the co-chair at 17.35.
* * *



In association with the Delegation for relations with Mercosur
11.	Exchange of views with Members of the Venezuelan Parliament, Miguel Pizarro, Commissioner at the UN and Juan Andres Mejia, Commissioner for the plan Pais  (via webmeeting)
Speakers: Stéphane Séjourné, Miguel Pizarro (via webmeeting), Isabel Wiseler‑Lima, Isabel Santos, Phil Bennion, Maria Arena, Véronique Lorenzo (EEAS, Head of Division, "South America").

* * *
The meeting adjourned at 18.16 and resumed on Thursday 23 January 2020 at 9.05 with Irina Von Wiese (1st VP) presiding.
* * *
23 January 2020, 9.00 – 11.00
12.	Exchange of views on the EU visa policy for Human Rights Defenders with:

-  Jennifer Gaspar, Director for Special Programmes, the CEELI Institute, Prague
-  Arzu Geybulla, journalist
-  Elisabeth Dyvik, Programme Director, International Cities of Refuge Network (ICORN) and a representative of the EU Temporary Relocation Mechanism
Speakers: Jennifer Gaspar, Arzu Geybulla, Elisabeth Dyvik, Isabel Wiseler‑Lima, Phil Bennion, Hannah Neumann, Tineke Strik, Irina Von Wiese, Anne-Marie Soerensen, (European Commission, DG HOME, Visa Policy Unit).

* * *
The meeting adjourned at 10.05 and resumed at 10.17 with Maria Arena (Chair) presiding.
* * *
13.	Exchange of views on the 3rd EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy with
-  Lotte Knudsen, Managing Director Global - Human Rights, Global and Multilateral Issues, EEAS
-  Chiara Adamo, Head of Unit, Directorate General for International Development and Cooperation, European Commission
-  Gaelle Dusepulchre on behalf of Human Rights and Democracy Network (HRDN)
Speakers: Lotte Knudsen, Chiara Adamo, Gaelle Dusepulchre, Isabel Wiseler‑Lima, Irina Von Wiese, Hannah Neumann.
23 January 2020, 11.00 – 12.00
In camera
14.	Coordinators’ meeting 
15.	Any other business
16.	Next meetings
	10 February 2020, 19.00 – 20.30 (Strasbourg)
	17 February 2020, 15.00 – 18.30 (Brussels)
	18 February 2020, 9.00 – 12.30 and 14.30 – 18.30 (Brussels)
* * *
The meeting closed at 11.57.
* * *
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COORDINATORS’ Meeting
FINAL DECISIONS

23 JANUARY 2020, 11.00 to 12.00
Room Altiero Spinelli (3E-2)




I.	Adoption of the draft agenda


II.	Information from the Chair 

a) Election of the 1st and 3rd DROI Vice Chairs

Following Brexit and the departure of Karoline EDTSTADLER (PPE), election of the 1st and 3rd Vice Chairs will be organized during the DROI meeting of 17-18 February 2020.

b) Composition of DROI Subcommittee

Following the adoption of the new numerical strength of the standing committees during January’s plenary session 2020, the overall number of DROI Members remains unchanged (30 Members). There will be one more EPP Member and one less Non-attached. 


III.	Own Initiative Reports (INI) 

a) DROI request to draw up INI reports on human rights due diligence legislation and on the effect of the loss of biodiversity on human rights

Coordinators were informed by the Chair about consultations with other committee Chairs. 

b) Decision on the third own initiative report (INI)

	
Decision: Coordinators agreed to draw up an INI on “Human rights protection and the EU external migration policy”. 








IV. Missions

a) Delegation to EL PASO and WASHINGTON DC/USA on 24-28 February 2020
	
Decision: Coordinators agreed to extend the mission to the United States (El Paso, Texas, and Washington, DC) to the Mexican side of the US-Mexico border. A letter will be sent to the CoP modifying the initial request.




b) DROI mission to the UN Human Rights Council, Geneva

	
Decision: Coordinators agreed to send a delegation to Geneva during the 44th session of the UNHRC, which will take place from 15 June to 3 July 2020. 





V.	European Court of Auditors (ECA) work programme for 2021

	Decision: Coordinators are invited to send their proposals by 27 January 2020 to the DROI Secretariat .




VI.	Inclusion of Kazakhstan in the major hearing on authoritarianism and shrinking space for freedom of expression, press freedom and human rights defenders with case studies on China, Egypt and Russia

	
Decision: Coordinators agreed to organise an exchange of views on the situation of Kazakhstan separately. 







VII.	Any other business

a) Invitation of ICC Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda 
	
Decision: Coordinators endorsed the above-mentioned proposal to be organised jointly with LIBE.



b) Renew request: Cambodia regarding "Workers right and Trade Unions"
	
Decision: Coordinators agreed to include an agenda item on the situation of “political, civil, economic and social rights (e.g. workers and Trade Union rights) in Cambodia”.




c) Greens/EFA request: to include in the DROI work programme an item on "Conflict minerals, EU regulation and the human rights dimension", as part of the business and human rights cluster. 
	
Decision: Coordinators agreed on the above-mentioned proposal.


d) Greens/EFA request for an EP/DROI initiative on the death penalty 

	
Decision: Coordinators agreed on the principle of a DROI initiative on the death penalty. Further discussion is required to outline the details of the initiative and will be organized during the next Coordinators meeting. 





VIII. Date of next meeting

Next Coordinators meeting will take place on 17/18 February 2020. 
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