EN

European Parliament
2019-2024

Subcommittee on Human Rights

DROI_PV(2024)0124_1

MINUTES

Meeting of 24 January 2024, 09.00 — 12.30- and 15.00 — 18.30

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 09.07 on Wednesday, 24 January 2024, with Udo Bullmann (Chair)
presiding.

1.

Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted.

2. Chair’s announcements

3. Chair’s announcements concerning coordinators’ decisions
The final decisions of the DROI Coordinators meetings of 25 October 2023 are
attached to the minutes of this meeting.

4. Adoption of minutes
e 6 February 2023 PV —PE752.661v01-00
e 28-29 June 2023 PV — PE752.663v01-00
e 5 October 2023 PV —PE754.981v01-00
e 30 November 2023 PV —PE757.096v01-00
The minutes are approved.

5. Exchange of views on the implementation of the EU global Human Rights
sanctions regime, as follow-up to the European Parliament resolution of 8 July
2021 on the EU Global Human Rights Sanctions Regime (EU Magnitsky Act), in
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the presence of:

- Tinatin Tsertsvadze, Senior Policy Analyst, Open Society Foundations

- Natalie Lucas, Legal Officer, Redress

- Richard Ratcliffe, husband of Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, a British-Iranian
citizen who was kept hostage by Iran from 2016 to 2022

Speakers: Udo Bullmann, Tinatin Tsertsvadze, Natalie Lucas (remotely), Richard
Ratcliffe (remotely), Leopoldo Lopez Gil, Nacho Sanchez Amor, Hannah Neumann,
Katalin Cseh, Bernard Guetta, Brice De Schietere, Head of Sanctions Division, EEAS.

With the participation of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs

6. Exchange of views on the recent developments in the field of the EU external
migration policy from a fundamental rights protection perspective as follow-up
to the European Parliament resolution of 19 May 2021 on human rights
protection and the EU external migration policy, in the presence of:

- Rosita Hickey, Director of Inquiries, Office of the EU Ombudsman Emily
O’Reilly
- Sara Prestianni, Director of EuroMed Rights

Speakers:Udo Bullmann, Rosita Hickey, Sara Prestianni, Tineke Strik, Janina
Ochojska, Isabel Santos, Bernard Guetta, Jordi Solé¢, Miguel Urban Crespo, Anja
Haga, Dietmar Koster, Erik Marquardt, Michele Amedeo, Deputy Head of Migration
Unit, DG NEAR, European Commission, Alexandra Sa Carvalho, Deputy Head of
Unit, DG HOME, European Commission, Mercedes Garcia Perez, Head of Migration
and Human Security Division, EEAS.

k %k %k ok ok

The meeting paused at 12.38 and resumed at 15.08 with Udo Bullmann presiding.
*** In camera ***
Enlarged Coordinators' meeting
*** End of in camera ***

7. Exchange of views on the state of democracy in Guatemala, in the presence of:
- Commissioner Andrea Pochak, Inter-American Commission for Human Rights,
rapporteur for Guatemala
- Mika Kanervavuori, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights in Guatemala
- Augusto Jordan Rodas Andrade, former Ombudsman of Guatemala (2017-
2022)

Speakers: Udo Bullmann, Commissioner Andrea Pochak, Mika Kanervavuori,
Augusto Jordan Rodas Andrade, Jordi Canas, Leopoldo Lopez Gil, Nacho Sanchez
Amor, Izaskun Bilbao Barandica, Ana Miranda, Jordi Solé, Johnathan Hatwell, Head
of Mexicio, Central America and Caribbean Division, EEAS.
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8. Any other business

9. Date of next meeting

e 14 February 2024, 9.00 — 12.30 and 14.30 — 18.30 (Brussels)
e 15 February 2024, 9.00 — 12.30 (Brussels)

k ok ok ok ok

The meeting closed at 18.35
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DROI COORDINATORS’ MEETING

Final decisions
25 October 2023

| 1.  Adoption of the draft agenda

The agenda was adopted without modification.

| 2.  Chair’s announcements

- Establishment of EP’s Guidelines on the application of rules governing the participation
of interest representatives in events held on Parliament’s premises: the Chair expressed his
concern about the implementation of the recent EP guidelines which might prevent local human
rights defenders to take part in debates in DROI affect the proper conduct of the discussions
aiming at having first hand input from active speakers and experts because of administrative
issues. The Chair suggested to raise this issue within meetings of Political Groups as well as
with the EP President when possible.

- The Chair updated the Coordinators on the dinner of 7 November planned with selected EU
Ambassadors posted in the BRICS countries.

3. DROI activities

3.1 Exchanges of views for the remainder of the term

Decision: The Coordinators agreed on the following of exchanges of views to be organised
before the end of the term:

- Haiti

- Tunisia

- Kazakhstan
- Egypt

- Guatemala

3.2 Selection of EU Human Rights Dialogues for the remainder of the term

Decision: The Coordinators agreed on the following briefings/debriefs of EU Human
Rights Dialogues to be organised before the end of the term:

- Mexico

- Azerbaijan

- Africa Union

- The Philippines
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- Morocco

The Chair will send a letter to EUSR Gilmore to add on the agenda of the EU-Saudi Arabia
Dialogue planned end of November the situation of Ethiopian migrants at the Yemen-
Saudi borders. A debrief of the said dialogue will be organised in DROI successively.

3.3 DROI Mission in December 2023

Decision: The Coordinators decided to travel to Uzbekistan during the green week of
December 2023 and to postpone to the same week the mission to Ethiopia initially scheduled
in October.

3.4 PETI on the human rights situation in Pakistan

Decision: The Coordinators tasked the Secretariat to reply to PETI referring to the relevant
activities held in DROI in relation with the situation of human rights in Pakistan

4. AOB

4.1 Exchange of views in DROI during the EP Disability Rights Week

Decision: The Coordinators endorsed the proposal to organize an exchange of views on “the
rights of persons with disabilities in conflict and post-conflict situation” on 30 November
2023 in the context of the EP Disability Rights Week and agreed to invite a representative of
Handicap International and the UN special rapporteur on the rights of persons with disability
as speakers.

4.2 List of possible NGOs and Youth representatives to be invited to the High Level
Conference on Human rights on 29 November 2023

Decision: The Coordinators endorsed the proposed list of NGOs and Y outh representatives to
be invited to the High Level Conference on Human rights on 29 November 2023.

4.3 Exchange of views on the human rights situation in Israel & Palestine

The Chair informed about the difficulties of an exchange of views on the human rights
situation in Israel & Palestine initially scheduled on the agenda of the meeting of 26 October.
The original proposal to have a constructive dialogue between different stakeholders on the
conflict in Israel and Palestine could not be elaborated as foreseen. Chair and Coordinators
agreed to present a renewed proposal as soon as possible.

Decision: The Chair and Coordinators agreed to present a renewed proposal as soon as
possible to hold an exchange of views on the human rights situation in Israel & Palestine.

5. Date of the next meeting

The next Coordinators’ meeting will take place in January 2024.
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