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WRITTEN QUESTION E-2585/00
by Willi Görlach (PSE), Heinz Kindermann (PSE), Albert Maat (PPE-DE), Xaver Mayer (PPE-DE), 
Agnes Schierhuber (PPE-DE), Joseph Daul (PPE-DE) and Niels Busk (ELDR)
to the Commission

Subject: Refunds in connection with the export of pure-bred cattle to third countries

After earlier cuts in December 1999 and March 2000, on 13 May 2000 EU refunds for beef and veal, 
and thus also for breeding cattle, were reduced once again. In the case of breeding cattle, the refunds 
have been reduced by 5%, 5% and 20% respectively, i.e. in figures from EUR 63 per 100 kg live 
weight (LW) in 1999 to EUR 46 per 100 kg LW since May of this year.

The reasons put forward for these reductions were the relatively high dollar exchange rate vis-à-vis 
the euro and relatively high beef and veal prices on the European internal market. However, 
transactions involving the export of breeding cattle from the EU to Central and Eastern Europe, north 
Africa and the Middle East are generally carried out in euros. As a result, a high dollar exchange rate 
is in no way conducive to the export of breeding cattle. 

The relatively high beef and veal prices on the internal market are in fact disadvantageous for exports 
of breeding cattle. Dairy farmers in the EU are encouraged to use calves for the production of beef 
and veal, rather than rearing them as heifers for export. Dairy farmers may even decide to have most 
cows in their herds inseminated with sperm from beef cattle.

1. Does the Commission acknowledge the significance of the export of breeding cattle from the 
EU in maintaining a balance on the European beef and veal market and in improving dairy 
cattle stocks in the importing countries in Central and Eastern Europe, north Africa and the 
Middle East?

2. Can the Commission outline the impact of the reduction in refunds on exports of breeding 
cattle and on producers of breeding cattle, taking into account the recently introduced 
slaughter premiums which are also granted when breeding cattle are exported to third 
countries?

3. To what extent is the Commission prepared to take account of the specific situation of 
producers of breeding cattle in the EU when considering the issue of export refunds?

4. Is it conceivable that refunds for the export of breeding cattle might be returned substantially 
to their 1999 level (EUR 63 per 100 kg LW), minus the slaughter premium  introduced  in 
2000 and the agreed increase in that premium?


