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WRITTEN QUESTION E-0588/02
by Margrietus van den Berg (PSE), Michiel van Hulten (PSE) and Joke Swiebel (PSE)
to the Commission

Subject: Investigation of fraud by construction companies

Is the Commission aware of the newspaper articles which appeared in the Haagsche Courant on 20 
December 2001 (‘Bouwfraude is ook een zaak voor de Europese Commissie’ [Construction fraud is 
also a matter for the European Commission]) and in the Volkskrant on 14 January 2002 (‘Fraude met 
bustunnel onderzoeken’ [Bus tunnel fraud needs investigating] and ‘De Zuidtangent en het vluggertje 
van 300 miljoen’ [The Zuidtangent tunnel and the 300-million quickie]) concerning fraud by 
construction companies in the Netherlands?

Were the public procurement procedures relating to the Schiphol rail tunnel and the construction of 
the Zuidtangent bus tunnel in the Netherlands carried out in accordance with European public-
procurement rules?

Does the Commission still consider that a system whereby construction companies agree concerted 
tendering arrangements amongst themselves (such that even construction companies whose tenders 
are unsuccessful are compensated for the cost of tendering) violates Article 81(1) of the EC Treaty (to 
the extent that trade between Member States is affected)?

Would a statutory concerted-tendering system, which would make it superfluous for companies to 
enter into agreements with one another on this subject, likewise violate the EC Treaty?


