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WRITTEN QUESTION E-0794/03
by Hedwig Keppelhoff-Wiechert (PPE-DE)
to the Commission

Subject: Coordination, integration and marketing of rural tourist accommodation and services 
as an additional measure under Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999

Farm holidays secure both agricultural and non-agricultural revenue and jobs, satisfy the growing 
demand in many sections of the population for nature-based forms of tourism, promote understanding 
between the urban and rural population and contribute to the protection of nature and the 
environment. This type of rural holiday is also a particularly good way of raising holidaymakers’, and 
therefore consumers’, awareness of the origins and nature of agricultural products. To a great extent, 
farm holidays or tourist services provided by rural businesses fulfil the guidelines for sustainable 
development connected to the Community’s policy on rural development.

The success of farm holidays very much depends on marketing. Businesses and their regional and 
national marketing organisations have to contend with stiff competition, sometimes on a very limited 
budget. It is true that, up to now, support (including at Community level) for marketing work has 
brought nothing but success, but the supply potential for this kind of rural holiday has not yet been 
exhausted. At the same time, competition from alternative types of holiday and non-European 
destinations is increasing.

If farm holidays are to continue to contribute to employment and the regional economy in rural areas, 
as well as to consumer awareness, and if this contribution is to increase in the future, then marketing 
efforts must be stepped up and professionalised particularly in the industry-wide organisations created 
for this purpose.

Does the Commission also see the need for increased action in terms of more specific support for the 
marketing of farm holidays, and can this be ensured by the inclusion of the additional measure of 
‘coordination, integration and marketing of rural tourist accommodation and services’ in Regulation 
(EC) No 1257/19991? 
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