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WRITTEN QUESTION E-3250/03
by Ruth Hieronymi (PPE-DE), Christa Prets (PSE), Karin Junker (PSE), Raina Echerer (Verts/ALE) 
and Maria Sanders-ten Holte (ELDR)
to the Commission

Subject: Assistance by the European Commission to Member States in encouraging the 
migration to an open interoperable standard in digital television

Mandation is not desirable and should be a means of last resort. In order to avoid mandation we urge 
the European Commission to explain how it intends to help Member States in their obligation under 
Article 17 (2) of the Framework Directive (Directive 2002/21/EC1) to encourage the migration to an 
open interoperable standard for digital television, such as MHP. 

What can the Commission tell us about the Member States' encouragement of  interoperability less 
than nine months before the expiry of the deadline for the implementation of the directive? How far 
do Member States live up to the strict obligation of the directive?

Can the Commission give a precise date for the publication of its communication on the steps taken 
by Member States to encourage the migration to an open interoperable standard?

The Commission stated on 26 September 2002 in the plenary debate on interoperability in digital 
television that it was 'providing political support for the voluntary application of this standard (MHP) 
by the sector.' What have been the concrete measures taken by the Commission to live up to this 
commitment?

What will the Commission do to overcome the legal uncertainty among national regulatory 
authorities, broadcasters and viewers that hinders the introduction of digital television? Will it clearly 
define which national measures aiming at the introduction of digital television it considers 
unproblematic as far as the rules on state aid are concerned?

When will the Commission publish the criteria it will employ in judging interoperability?

At what point after July 2004 will the Commission start preparing the procedure to mandate standards 
according to Article 18 (3) of the directive in the event that Member States have failed in their 
obligations? Starting this procedure would bring pressure to bear on Member States to act by 
signalling that the last resort will indeed be resorted to, if all other options fail. 

Or will the Commission remain totally inactive until the expiry of the deadline as it stated on 
numerous occasions earlier this year risking that mandation will be necessary and ignoring the 
European Parliament's resolution of 26 September 2002?
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