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WRITTEN QUESTION E-3596/03
by Brigitte Langenhagen (PPE-DE)
to the Commission

Subject: EU border controls

There is evidence that fisheries products are being imported into the EU, mainly via EEA countries, 
from third-country factory vessels which are not authorised to export to the EU. As well as being 
more economically competitive than products from EU fisheries, as money is saved by omitting to 
make the investments necessary to ensure hygienic conditions during fishing and processing, these 
imports are unsafe from a health point of view, and should be regarded as posing a health risk.

I am aware that there is an comprehensive body of Community legislation laying down the procedures 
to be followed at border inspection posts as regards the import of products of animal origin, including 
fisheries products from third countries, and that the Commission services and officials are doing all 
they can in the course of their inspections to uncover irregularities at Community border inspection 
posts. I am further aware that the EEA countries have laid down statutory regulations for fisheries 
products which correspond or are equivalent to EU regulations, and that, according to Community 
rules, fisheries products which are imported into the EU from third countries via EEA countries 
should be checked at the border inspection posts of the EEA countries.

However, significant quantities of fisheries products which do not comply with EU regulations still 
enter the Community economic area via these border inspection posts, and this is an open secret 
among economic operators in North East Atlantic and North Sea regions.

Can the Commission therefore answer the following questions:

 - How and to what extent do the relevant Commission services monitor the proper importing of 
fisheries products at the external borders of the EEA countries, and thus also of the EU?

 - In what ways can the Commission take effective action to detect disparities in the way 
Community import procedures are applied by EEA countries and to ensure that lasting improvements 
are made, given that EEA countries are third countries, albeit with a special status?

 - What can the Commission do to prevent the above-mentioned import via EEA countries of 
fisheries products which do not comply with EU regulations, in order to protect the Community's 
domestic fishery industry and consumers?


