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WRITTEN QUESTION E-1453/04
by Catherine Stihler (PSE)
to the Commission

Subject: Definition of the 'proximity principle' in relation to landfill waste disposal

Recital 9 of Council Directive 1999/31/EC1 on the landfill of waste states "whereas Member States 
should be able to apply the principles of proximity and self-sufficiency for the elimination of their 
waste at Community and national level, in accordance with Council Directive 75/442/EEC2 of 15th 
July 1975 on waste; whereas the objectives of this Directive must be pursued and clarified through the 
establishment of an adequate, integrated network of disposal plants based on a high level of 
environmental protection..."

Could the Commission clarify the definition of the 'proximity principle'? A current proposal in central 
Scotland would allow waste from Glasgow, North and South Lanarkshire, Falkirk, and potentially 
East Renfrewshire and Dumbarton to be trawled to one small village in the middle of North 
Lanarkshire (Greengairs). Does this tally with the recognised definition of the 'proximity principle'?
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