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WRITTEN QUESTION E-3531/05
by Jeffrey Titford (IND/DEM)
to the Commission

Subject: Inappropriate comment by Competition Commissioner Neelie Kroes

What action will the Commission be taking in regard to the comments made by Competition 
Commissioner Neelie Kroes in support of Mrs Angela Merkel in the run-up to the German Federal 
Elections?  In these comments made to a newspaper, Ms Kroes expressed the view that it would be a 
good thing if Mrs Merkel were to be elected as the next Chancellor of Germany, because she is a 
woman. These comments have been widely interpreted as an endorsement from a European 
Commissioner.

Can the Commission also confirm whether her comments were in conflict with EU rules regarding 
gender prejudice and, secondly, whether they were in violation of any rules regarding interference by 
Commissioners in domestic politics in the Member States?


