WRITTEN QUESTION E-1148/06

by Mary McDonald (GUE/NGL), Raiil Romeva i Rueda (Verts/ALE), Gérard Onesta (Verts/ALE),
Stephen Hughes (PSE), Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann (GUE/NGL), Bairbre de Brun (GUE/NGL),
Elspeth Attwooll (ALDE), Eva-Britt Svensson (GUE/NGL), Anne Van Lancker (PSE), Richard
Corbett (PSE), Jean Lambert (Verts/ALE), Maria Valenciano Martinez-Orozco (PSE), Javier Moreno
Sanchez (PSE), Proinsias De Rossa (PSE), Erik Meijer (GUE/NGL), Dimitrios Papadimoulis
(GUE/NGL), Adamos Adamou (GUE/NGL), Kyriacos Triantaphyllides (GUE/NGL), Livia Jaroka
(PPE-DE), Neena Gill (PSE), Maria Matsouka (PSE), Martine Roure (PSE), Jan Andersson (PSE),
Ilda Figueiredo (GUE/NGL), Evangelia Tzampazi (PSE), Jacek Protasiewicz (PPE-DE), Edit Bauer
(PPE-DE) and Umberto Guidoni (GUE/NGL)

to the Council

Subject: Ending street homelessness

Headlines on rough sleepers freezing to death can be read all over Europe during these early winter
months of 2006, urging policy makers to respond with 'winter emergency plans' and prompt and
outreach help to victims of the cold. Homelessness has been one of the main priority areas under the
EU social inclusion strategy 2001-2005 (a strategy now streamlined with health and pensions to form
one streamlined strategy on social protection and inclusion), and this was confirmed at the March
2005 EPSCO Council and at the October 2005 UK Presidency Round Table on social inclusion.

Can the Council outline what actions have been taken to follow through on the commitment by

European Social Affairs Ministers to treat homelessness as a priority and set a European objective to
end street homelessness by 20107
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