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WRITTEN QUESTION E-1437/06
by Antonio Tajani (PPE-DE), Roberta Angelilli (UEN), Armando Dionisi (PPE-DE), Alessandro 
Battilocchio (NI) and Mario Borghezio (NI)
to the Commission

Subject: Community financing for Athens airport

The information published in the newspaper Il Giornale (edition of 22.3.2006) leads one to believe 
that the European Union financed the construction of the new airport in Athens to the tune of 
EUR 250 000 000 over the period 1996-2004, via the Cohesion Fund. 

According to the information provided in that article, which goes on to quote previous reports in 
authoritative international newspapers, there were also numerous formal and substantive irregularities 
in the handling of the project in terms both of the allocation of amounts and of the implementation of 
Regulation (EC) No 1164/94 establishing a Cohesion Fund. Indeed, according to the article, the 
amounts contributed by the Community were paid to a private limited company which had its head 
office in a hotel suite and, following requests by officials and Members of the European Parliament 
for clarifications on the allocation and management of the funds, the former President of the European 
Commission, Romano Prodi, had responded that it was impossible to answer any questions because 
the contract contained 'economic and technical information the divulging of which would be 
detrimental to the interests of the parties concerned'.

Is the Commission aware of the infringements committed in the implementation of Regulation (EC) 
No 1164/94 on the establishing and regulation of the Cohesion Fund?

Does it consider the claims made by the newspaper to be true, with these emphasising the serious 
failure to act, on the part of the former President of the Commission, in response to officials and 
members of the public who had requested information. 

What will its defence be in the case brought by two members of the public before the Court of First 
Instance of the European Communities?


