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WRITTEN QUESTION E-5680/06
by Luís Queiró (PPE-DE)
to the Commission

Subject: Fuel surcharges on flights to remote regions

Having regard to Commission Notice 2006/C 280/07 concerning the amendment of public-service 
obligations imposed on certain scheduled air services within Portugal, and having regard to the 
remoteness of the Portuguese autonomous regions of Madeira and the Azores (and hence the special 
terms and conditions applicable to transport to, from and between the two archipelagos), will the 
Commission answer the following questions?

Was it possible for Portugal (or, rather, the Portuguese Government) to continue not to levy fuel 
surcharges on air services involving Madeira and the Azores?

Was it possible (in the light of Community law) to prohibit airlines from applying the fuel surcharge 
on account in particular of the 'public-service obligations' which those airlines are required to fulfil?

Does the Commission consider that a failure to levy fuel surcharges on account of the 'public-service 
obligations' which the airlines operating on the routes in question are required to fulfil would infringe 
some area of Community law or run counter to Community principles?

Is such an arrangement (involving the non-levy of fuel surcharges on flights to, from and between 
island regions) in force in any other Member State?

Does the Commission consider that remoteness may justify a ban on the levy of fuel surcharges?


