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WRITTEN QUESTION E-5724/06
by Marie Anne Isler Béguin (Verts/ALE)
to the Commission

Subject: Dam on the River Sabor in Portugal

In 1996, the Portuguese State decided to construct a hydroelectric dam on the River Sabor in the 
north-east of Portugal. The project, which is sited in a registered Natura 2000 area, was to be financed 
by the electricity company EDP (Energias de Portugal) and the European Structural Fund.

Since then, experts have produced reports emphasising the potential risks arising from construction of 
the dam. It poses a direct threat to numerous species, there being population sites of Bonelli's eagle 
(Hieratus fasciatus), Golden eagle (Aquila chrisaetos), Egyptian vulture (Neophron aegyptus) and 
Black stork (Ciconia nigra) unique in Southern Europe.

What steps has the Commission taken to enforce the Habitats Directive and Birds Directive in the 
case of the Sabor Valley? 


