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Subject:	Insufficient support for boys and young men

In the context of gender mainstreaming, the European Union supports equal opportunities for men and women at all stages of their lives. A question (E-4534/06) by Daniel Caspary and Markus Pieper on the potential disadvantages for boys received only an evasive answer from the Commission on 8 December 2006. Studies show that:
· boys' poor reading skills mean that measures to improve boys' reading skills must be an education policy objective for OECD countries;
· in Germany, for example, 24.8% of all boys and only 19.8% of all girls go to 'Hauptschulen', the lowest level of secondary school;
· unemployment has risen by 54% among German men up to the age of 25, whilst for women the unemployment rate has dropped by 4% (1991-2002);
· the unemployment rate for young men between 16 and 25 in Germany is 43% higher than the corresponding figure for young women (2003).

1. In the Commission's view, what are the reasons for the gender-specific disparities among young people?

2. What specific projects and measures is the Commission launching in its equal opportunities roadmap in view of the inadequate support for boys?

3. What are the Commission's recommendations for education policy?
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