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WRITTEN QUESTION E-2848/07
by Michael Gahler (PPE-DE)
to the Commission

Subject: Protection from noise caused by rail traffic

2006 saw a marked increase in freight carried by rail in Germany. This impacts directly on noise 
pollution along the Rhine valley which reaches up to 107 dB. Much of this noise pollution generated 
by rail freight traffic results from the interaction of conventional cast iron brake pads with the wheel-to-
track system of freight wagons.

At national level, initiatives have already been taken to promote more effective protection from railway 
noise (Bundestag: Document 16/5293). Alongside the introduction of a programme to subsidise the 
changeover from cast iron block brakes to plastic block brakes, consideration is also being given to 
the option of introducing a route pricing system capable of funding the technical upgrading of wagons.

In the light of the fact that a large proportion of the outdated rolling stock from the rest of Europe 
passes along the rail network on the Rhine, it has to be assumed that the planned noise reduction 
measures at national level are insufficient.

Does the Commission share the view that noise reduction in the rail sector is a European issue which 
must be tackled on a Community basis?

What possible solutions can it see?

What is its position on the plans to levy a special charge on outdated rolling stock?

Will it produce a programme to promote the changeover to, or upgrading with, plastic block brakes 
and, if so, when? 


