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Subject: System for the allocation of broadcasting frequencies in Italy - Judgment of the Court
of Justice

The recent judgment of the Court of Justice of the European Union (C-380/05) on the dispute over the
allocation of frequencies between the Italian broadcaster Europa 7 and Rete 4 established that the
Italian system for the allocation of broadcasting frequencies contravenes Community law.

According to the Court, the Italian system does not respect the principle of the free provision of
services and is not based on objective and transparent selection criteria. The European Court of
Justice ruled in favour of the broadcaster Europa 7, which had been granted a licence to broadcast
nationally in analogue, but was never able to do so because it was never allocated the broadcasting
frequencies.

In the light of the ruling by the Court of Justice:

What action will the European Commission take to put an end to the infringements found by the Court
and to uphold Community law?
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