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WRITTEN QUESTION E-2692/08
by Marcello Vernola (PPE-DE) and Adriana Poli Bortone (UEN)
to the Commission

Subject: Lack of IEP certification for ILVA (Taranto)

Written questions P-3371/07 of 21.6.2007 and E-6570 of 20.12.2007 informed the Commission of the 
persistent failure by ILVA SpA to install equipment designed to control harmful emissions, in 
contravention of Directive 2004/35/EC1 and Directive 96/62/EC2 on air quality, and of the directives on 
industrial emissions (IPPC) and on the protection of the marine environment and bathing waters, with 
this resulting in environmental damage in the Gulf of Taranto and to the atmosphere in Apulia. In 
those questions, the Commission was also asked to state what penalties could be imposed on Italy 
and ILVA SpA were they found to have failed to fulfil their responsibilities. 

The Commission’s answer of 28.3.2008 gave notice that there were gaps in the information requested 
from the competent national and regional authorities on the measures adopted to ensure compliance 
with the IPPC Directive. In particular, the Commission pointed out that ILVA was yet to obtain an 
integrated environmental permit (IEP), for which the implementing Italian act (Legislative Decree No 
59 of 18.2.05) had initially set a deadline of 31.10.2007, which was then postponed to 31.3.2008 
(Legislative Decree No 180 of 30.10.07). That second deadline was not met either. Only on 11 April 
2008 did ILVA subscribe to a programme agreement on the establishing of the IEP, addressed by the 
president of the Apulia Regional Government to the four largest facilities in the region. What is more, 
the choice of a programme agreement seems debatable in itself, owing both to its tardiness (the 
request was made on 29.3.08) and to the risk of further delays, arising from the complexity of the 
negotiations it involves.

In the interim, recent recordings of emission levels in the area in which the plant is located have 
revealed the presence of enough dioxin to render even mothers’ milk toxic. Statistics3 confirm the 
worrying increase in haematological tumours (i.e. ones triggered by dioxin, benzene and 
hydrocarbons), detected in 90% of patients, at a rate of incidence higher than the average for Italy 
and the world, a reduction in the age of onset from 64 to 56 over the past decade and an increased 
risk of genetic mutation and predisposal to neoplasia. 

What measures does the Commission suggest should be taken to penalise the company, as well as 
the Italian State and the Puglia Regional Government for these delays and non-compliance?  
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3 Statistics from the haematological department of the ‘G. Moscati’ Hospital, Taranto – director Dr Patrizio 

Mazza.


