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WRITTEN QUESTION E-4350/08
by Christopher Heaton-Harris (PPE-DE)
to the Commission

Subject: Promotion of environmentally friendly fire resistant upholstered furniture

I am sure the Commission will agree that fire safety is an important issue for consumers. For many 
years, Deca-BDE has been considered the main flame retardant. 

However, recent developments have resulted in non-Deca-BDE environmentally friendly flame 
retardants which are now used by companies such as Dell and Nokia.  Deca-BDE has also been 
banned from being manufactured in Canada and a number of U.S. states also have Deca-BDE 
restrictions. 

As the European Committee for Standardisation (CEN) has developed a standard procedure for 
assessing the ignitability of upholstered furniture using as ignition sources on the one hand a 
smouldering cigarette (CEN EN 1021-1) and on the other hand a match flame equivalent 
(CEN EN 1021-2) which Member States introduced for voluntary application, will the Commission take 
steps to promote the environmentally friendly and non-Deca-BDE fire resistance of upholstered 
furniture on the European internal market?


