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WRITTEN QUESTION E-0224/09
by Giusto Catania (GUE/NGL), Roberto Musacchio (GUE/NGL), Vittorio Agnoletto (GUE/NGL), 
Vincenzo Aita (GUE/NGL), Umberto Guidoni (GUE/NGL) and Luisa Morgantini (GUE/NGL)
to the Commission

Subject: Tax on residence permit

The Italian parliament is preparing to approve an anti-crisis legislative decree.

The decree provides for the introduction of a tax on residence permits, the revenue from which will go 
to the foreign nationals' municipalities of residence and be used to implement policies to support 
(Italian) families and control access. It also maintains the offence of illegal immigration.

Does the Commission not consider that imposing further charges on the issue and renewal of 
residence permits is a disproportionate and discriminatory measure, running contrary to Article 10 of 
the proposal for a directive 'on a single application procedure for a single permit for third-country 
nationals to reside and work in the territory of a Member State and on a common set of rights for third-
country workers legally residing in a Member State' (COM(2007)0638), which stipulates that the level 
of fees must be proportionate and based solely on the service actually provided, and to Article 9(2) of 
the European Convention on the legal status of migrant workers (signed by many Member States, 
including Italy), which stipulates that residence permits must be issued free of charge or for a sum 
covering administrative costs only? Does the Commission not consider that making illegal immigration 
a criminal offence runs contrary to EU legislation, as already pointed out in the debate in which the 
Commission took part last June?

What action will the Commission take vis-à-vis the Italian Government?


