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WRITTEN QUESTION E-0465/09
by Erna Hennicot-Schoepges (PPE-DE)
to the Commission

Subject: Directive 91/414/EEC - Inclusion of the active substance Fipronil in Annex I

In November 2007, I tabled a written question (E-5952/07) on Directive 2007/52/EC1, which included 
the substance Fipronil in Annex I. 
Like other inclusion directives stemming from the second programme of molecule examination in the 
framework of the application of Directive 91/414/EEC2, Directive 2007/52/EC obliges Member States 
to gather additional information relating to Annexes II and III of Directive 91/414/EEC before 
authorisation can be granted, that is to say, information additional to the European assessment, which 
the Commission has thus implicitly recognised as not comprehensive from the point of view of the 
demands of the above Council directive. 

I asked the Commission 'what [would] happen to products based on Fipronil if Member States [were] 
not able to provide the information required by the prescribed time limit'.

In his response (E-5952/07) of 25 January 2008, Mr Kyprianou, on behalf of the Commission, said:
'Before granting authorisation for Fipronil, the national authorities will request such information, within 
one year after entry into force of the directive, by 1 October 2008 at the latest. These further elements 
of risk assessment relate, amongst others, to honeybees and bee broods, to which the Honourable 
Member refers.
Failing the submission of such information by the notifier, the Commission may have to reconsider the 
inclusion of this substance in the list of authorised substances'.

Can the Commission provide the following information:

1. Which Member States have requested this additional information and to which States has the 
notifier, namely BASF Agro, supplied the information requested? 

2. What method is used in this information dossier to evaluate the effects of the substance 
concerned on bee broods? This question arises because, according to my information, the 
European authority has not yet validated any testing method for bee broods, except for a specific 
test for growth inhibitors (IGR), which is not applicable in this case.

3. If no Member State can provide sufficient additional information from the point of view of the 
requirements of Directive 2007/52/EC, part B, final paragraph, will the Commission withdraw the 
inclusion directive?
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