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WRITTEN QUESTION E-1586/09
by Othmar Karas (PPE-DE)
to the Commission

Subject: Continuation of the Insurance Block Exemption Regulation

The Commission will by the end of March this year issue a report on the future of the Insurance Block 
Exemption Regulation ((EC) No 358/20031 ). The Insurance Block Exemption Regulation grants an 
exemption to the application of competition rules in relation to certain types of cooperation in the 
insurance sector. These include joint calculations, tables and studies, standard policy conditions and 
models on profits, common coverage of certain types of risks (pools) and security devices and safety 
equipment. These forms of cooperation are important to the insurance industry and particularly for 
SMEs. Small and medium sized enterprises do not have the means or resources to develop their own 
standard policy conditions without large increases in cost. Furthermore, the existence of standard 
policy conditions and joint calculations facilitate entry into new markets, ultimately lowering costs and 
increasing product ranges for consumers.

The European Parliament resolution of 5 June 2008 (P6_TA(2008)0261) on the Green Paper on retail 
financial services in the single market (2007/2287(INI)) ‘Urges the Commission to support cooperation 
in the insurance industry on promoting market access; calls on the Commission to extend Regulation 
(EC) No 358/2003 beyond 2010’. However, the Commission, at a recent conference, indicated that 
there would not be a renewal of the regulation but left open the possibility of a partial renewal.

Is the Commission taking the European Parliament’s call to extend the regulation beyond 2010 into 
consideration when drafting its report on the future of the regulation?

Is the Commission considering alternative measures in order to provide SMEs with legal certainty so 
that the current forms of cooperation, both between SMEs and between SMEs and larger insurers, 
can continue even if they did not come under a new regulation?

The setting up of insurance pools permits insurers to mitigate the risk and to cover ‘new’ risks. Is the 
Commission considering alternative measures in order to ensure the continuation of insurance pools?
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