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WRITTEN QUESTION E-1774/09
by Duarte Freitas (PPE-DE)
to the Commission

Subject: Action plan for sharks - specific case of the Azores

The Commission recently presented, in response to the potential environmental and economic 
consequences of the impoverishment of certain important stocks of elasmobranchs, an action plan for 
sharks based on the International Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks 
adopted by the FAO in 1999 - see:
http://www.fao.org/DOCREP/006/X3170E/X3170E00.HTM;
http://www.fao.org/DOCREP/006/X3170S/X3170S00.HTM;
http://www.fao.org/DOCREP/006/X3170F/X3170F00.HTM. 
The objective of this international plan is to ensure the conservation and management of shark stocks 
and their sustainable exploitation at global level. 

One of the main objectives of this plan is to ensure that shark fishing is carried out in a sustainable 
fashion and that shark by-catches by other fisheries are also suitably regulated and managed. 

In order to attain this objective, the measures adopted seek to limit fishing in sensitive areas, for 
communities in danger of disappearing, in periods of stock fragility (affecting spawning and fry), and 
for at-risk fisheries.  

The Commission's action plan proposes introducing a species-based TAC (total allowable catch) 
regime, outlawing discards (with some exceptions), and adopting measures to improve selectivity as 
regards size and species. Also proposed are programmes for reducing by-catches for vulnerable and 
endangered species. 

While the need to preserve stocks of these species is evident, it is necessary to create a framework 
for the different scenarios and zones of action. 

Studies carried out in the Azores have shown that the shark stocks there, especially those of deep-
sea shark (a term encompassing all Chondrichthye species of commercial interest), and in particular 
the kitefin shark (Dalatias licha), are operating at above sustainability level and are therefore in a 
sound state of biological conservation. 

The last ten years have seen a notable reduction of fishing of these species in Azorean waters, 
thanks not to scarcity of stocks but to economic factors related to falling fish oil prices. 

Does the Commission not consider that a ban on shark fishing in the Azores region would be 
extremely damaging, both for the monitoring of these species (a zero TAC would mean no fish being 
brought to land and, therefore, no information on mortality in the different fisheries) and for the use of 
by-catch species (leading to waste of fish)? 
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