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WRITTEN QUESTION E-2865/09
by Pasqualina Napoletano (PSE) and Claudio Fava (PSE)
to the Commission

Subject: Humanitarian aid in Gaza

The recent conflict in the Gaza Strip has further exacerbated the humanitarian crisis in the region, 
which has reached inhuman levels. According to UN estimates, 90% of the population in Gaza 
depend on humanitarian aid.

The passageways to enter and exit the Gaza Strip remained closed in the 18 months prior to the 
conflict; the blockade which is preventing the movement of people and goods is hampering the supply 
of humanitarian aid to the population, and the quantity of goods allowed to enter the Gaza Strip is 
insufficient to meet even the most basic humanitarian requirements.

In the Gaza Strip fundamental public services are seriously lacking, due to the shortage of the basic 
material needed in order for them to function, while the lack of medicines and fuel in hospitals 
continues to endanger Palestinian lives.

The substantial financial support granted to the Palestinians by the EU has played an important role in 
attempting to avert a humanitarian disaster in the Gaza Strip. In spite of all the obstacles the Union is 
continuing to supply humanitarian aid, as has also been recognised in the recent European 
Parliament resolutions of 15 January and 18 February.

On 2 March at the Sharm el-Sheikh conference the EU and the rest of the international community 
made a number of commitments to support the Palestinian economy and the rebuilding of the Gaza 
Strip; this was in spite of the latest reports by numerous NGOs and international agencies concerning 
the blockade of the passageways for the transit of people and goods, and in particular of humanitarian 
aid, and the multiplication of the administrative and bureaucratic obstacles for the transit of such aid, 
such as the requirement to parcel out foodstuffs as well as other products. 

In the light of the above, can the Commission say what action it has taken since the Sharm 
el-Sheikh conference to ensure that the European and international aid for the people of the Gaza 
Strip can arrive unhampered? How does it intend to act now with regard to the restrictions which have 
been reported over the past few days?


