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WRITTEN QUESTION E-5292/09
by Wojciech Michał Olejniczak (S&D)
to the Commission

Subject: Sale of stale meat

Polish and Swedish journalists have helped to bring to light an affair involving the sale of tins of 
freeze-dried beef and pork called ‘Mince Meat Mix’ and of corned beef originating from the Swedish 
Army Reserves. That meat was sold, with the approval of the Swedish Agriculture Ministry, to the 
countries surrounding the Baltic Sea, including Poland, where the distributors sold it on, with the help 
of documents issued by the Swedish administration and the Polish health authorities, to food 
businesses and schools (including nursery schools).

On examination of the documents, it was noted that these tins of beef and pork had a shelf life of 
25 years. Under Articles 14 and 18 of Regulation (EC) No 178/20021, Article 54(2)(c) of Regulation 
(EC) No 882/20042 and Article 46(1)(1A) of the Law of 25 August 2006 on food product safety 
(paragraph 1225 (amended) of Polish Official Journal No 171 of 2006), such products are to be 
considered hazardous. 

The documents forwarded show that the tins should have been sold outside the European Union and 
the specifications included a restriction imposed by the Swedish authorities which stipulated that the 
product could only be placed on the market with a view to being used in animal feedstuffs. How can it 
be that this meat was sold for human consumption when the product specifications included such a 
restriction?

What measures will the Commission take to test and tighten up the existing mechanisms? 

This affair shows that the law, as well as specific restrictions, have not been respected. How do the 
Commission and the competent Member State institutions intend to address this issue in order to 
prevent such problems arising in future and hazardous products reaching consumers?
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